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Section I

MEASURING YOUR WORD-POWER






A Test for You

Your speech can take you places—or 1t can hold you
back It can open for you certain doors of soctal and
professional advancement—or 1t can forever slam those
doors 1 your face

These are facts which you can venfy from your own
experience When you speah to the mmportant people
of this world, the men and women who gtve orders, who
draw the top salaries, who have a measure of control
over their own destinies and the destmites of others—
when you speah to these people, you cannot help being
struch with the skill they display in handling their
native language Therr words are forceful, inaisive, full
of color and action Thetr grammar 13 free from gross
errors, but never pedantic therr pronunc.ation 1s edu-
cated without bemg affected You enjoy lListening to
them because they know what they want {o say and how to
say o mosi effectirely

This 15 nerther an aceident nor a comcidence Success
m Ife and efficiency mn language always go hand m
hand power over people and power over words have
ever been two sides of the same com And you have
only to listen to two of the most powerful people m the
world todav—Frankhn D Roosevelt and Wmston
Churchill—to reahze how true this1s  You have only
to compare the speech habits of the head of a large

s



4 Measuring Your Word Power

organization with those of his lowest paid employee to
understand that the way a man talks 1s truly sigmficant
of the position he holds

How can power over words be gamned? There are
five direct and defimte means by which language-
competence can be increased These means lie m the
fields of

Vocabulary
Pronunciation
Correct usage
Reading
Spelling

O (D 10 =

The book you now hold 1 your hands aims to help
you develop 1 yourself vast new powers 1n these five
departments It will show vou how to add more words
to your vocabulary every week than you have been i
the habit of adding 1n & year It expects to give you
complete self-confidence m all matters of pronunciation
and grammar It purposes to chmmate any difficulties
you may have with spelling It will show 3 ou how you
ean learn to read with greater shill and understanding

In short, ths book expects to make 3 ou so completely
8 master of words that you will speak more effectively,
more persuasively, more confidently, and more success
fully

Let us discover first, however how much power you
already enjoy over words The test which follows will
hold up a murror to your ability in the five vital fields of
human language with which this volume 1s concerned
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I Your Abvlity to Pronounce Words Correctly

If you can chech the correct pronunciation of six or
more of the following words, your speech 18 a definite
asset to you With mine or more night, you may feel
secure that your pronunciation 1s far above average
(Answers to this and all succeeding tests appear m the
footnotes of each page )

1 maschievous a mms-chee’-vee us b miss’-chi-vus
2 admarable 2 ad mure’ able b ad’-mur able
8 absurd & ab surd’ b ab zurd’

4 bomne a bo'-vvne b bo' vin

5 grimace a grum’ 1ss b gr1 mavee’
6 esoterc a. ess-o ter’ 1c b e-sot’ eric

7 fiancé a fee ahn say’ b fee ahnss’

8 genuwne a gen’-you-wine b gen’-you win
9 wmpous a 1m pye’-us b 1m’ pee-us
10 longenmty a lon jev'a ty b long’-w1 ty

II Your Ablity to Fand the Proper Word to
Ezxpress Your Thoughts

The s1ze of your vocabulary 1s an extremelvy impor-
tant aspect of word power, and the ability to call words
quickly to mind 1s o stmhing symbol of speech shill If
without hesitation you can fill mn six or more of the
forms required n this section, your competence in this
department 1s above average a score of mme correct
responses shows an unusually rich vocebulary

I1b 2b 8a 43 5b 6a 7Ta 8b 9b 10a
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1 The act of compelling or using

force Co 1on
2 Recollectton of past expen

ences Re ence
8 Disposition to be mereiful Cl cy
4 A sense of supertonty which

manifests itself 1n an overbear-

g manner Ar ance
5 A connoisseur 1n esting and

drinhing G met
6 A woman who endeas ors with-

out affection to attract men’s

amorous attentions o} te
7 One who does not beheve m

God A 18t
8 One who has 2 morbid and ir-

resistible desire to steal X maniac
9 Shortness B ity
10 Calm, placad unemotional Phl atic

These definitions are quoted or paraphrased from Webster s Col
jegnte Dicionary £ith edition copynght 1936 1941 by G & C.
Mernam Co  with the kind permussion of the publisher

1 Your Abihty to Choose the Proper Form
of a Word

Your grammar, too 18 o hallmark of your general
langunge cfiectiveness Is your speech free of yulgansms
and ithiterate usages? Does 1t meet an accepted standard
o1 2. 8 o v 4 arrogance 5 gour
met 6 coquette 7 athelst 8 kieptomamiac 9 brewmity

10 phlegmatie
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of respectability? Score at least six rnight before you
answer Yes, or get nine right to prove to yourself that
your grammar 15 well above average

10

He asleep all mornmg (a lay, b laid)

Is this the man he smd was innocent?
(a whom, b who)

I hardly any money {(a haven’t, b have)
Everyone recetved a number except &1,
b me)

Margery and Myra here (a are b 1s)
Neither Rhoda nor Ralph answered the
bell (a has b have)

Have you a hundred yards? (a swum,
b swam)

She 1s hght- (a complected, b complex-
10ned)

You ought to known better (a have,b of)
Mary 1s much taller than (& me,b I)

IV Your Abnhity to Spell

Good speakers are generally good spellers Can you
detect at least six of the ten musspelled words mn this
hst? To consider yourself a superior speller, find all ten

a descrmmmnate f manageable
b discription g desirable

¢ pienickang h werd

d ukelele 1 seperate

e oculate ] arguement

la 2b 3b 4b 54 68 7Ta 8b 6a 10b
a,bdhi)



8 Measuring ¥ our Word Power

L rediculous p mcidently
1 sacrilegious g alright
m mmitable r analvze
n newstand s proceed
o accidentally t precede
V Your Aty to Understand the Language

of Others

Final important facet of linguistic competence 1s the
talent to understand fully what you read and hear
This power can be tested most symficantly when you
attempt to nterpret the mood feeling or attitude of a
particular selection Three right 1 the following exer
cise shows ability somewhat above average five nght
mdcates real power Be careful—the questions which
follow each selection are not quite so mnnocent as they
may at first scem!

1 Life s but a walking shadow a poor player
That struts and frets Ins hour upon the stage
And then 1s heard no more It s a tale
Told by an 1diot full of sound and fury
Signifying nothing

—Shakespeare

The speaker 13 expressing a feeling of

a hopelesspess b optimism ¢ wonderment

2 Theyenr sat the spring
And day s at the mom
Mormng s at seven

~a

-

L]
<
a
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The hillside s dew pearled
The lark s on the wing,
The snail s on the thorn
God s m Ius heaven—
All 5 right with the world
—Robert Browning

The mood of this poem 1s
a depressed b confident ¢ puzzled

8 Hardly a man takes a half hour s nap after dinner,
but when he wakes he holds up his head and ashs
What s the news? as if the rest of mankind has
stood his sentinels Some give directions to be
wahed every half hour doubtless for no other pur
pose and then to pay forit they tell what they
have dreamed —Thoreau

The writer implies that people are too
a mquisitive b selfish ¢ highstrung

4 In the fell clutch of circumstance
I have not winced nor cried aloud

Under the bludgeonings of chance
My head 1s bloody, but unbowed

It matters not how strait the gate
How charged with pumshments the scroll
I am the master of my fate
I am the captam of my soul
—Henley

Veb Sc
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The poet’s attitude 18 one of
a fear b defiance ¢ complamt

5 Poverty demoralizes A manin debt s so fara slave
and Wall Street thinks 1t easy for a millionaire to be
a man of lis word a man of honor but that n fall
g circumstances no man can be relted on to keep
s integrity —Emerson

Indirectly, the author shows toward money an att
tude of
a reverence b cymcism ¢ dehght

You have now arrived at a prehmunary estimate of
your power with words The diagnosis you have been
able to make will indicate to you which sections of the
book will prove of most value for your particular needs
Pay specil attention to Section I 1f you have found 2
weahness in vocabulary Section IIT if your pronuncia
tion score was low Section IV if the grammar test was
difficult Section VI if your ability m the spelling see
tion was not adequate and Section V if you found
that y our comprehension of the final section was not up
to par

If you have made a better than average score 1n all
scctions of the test, every part of the hook will be of
value to vou You have already develeped vour power
to a degree greater than that attained by most speakers

V+4b 5b



A Test for You 1

You are bringing to this work better equipment than
the average reader 1s expected to bring As a conse
quence, your rate of improvement will be swmfter than
that of the speaher n whom there are major weaknesses,
and the speed and ease with which you will be able to
put nte practice the suggestions contamed mn the re-
maimng chapters will be considerably greater than that
expected from the average reader

You know where you stand now, so plunge right 1n to
the next section Happy sailng!






Section 1T
HOW TO ENLARGE YOUR VOCABULARY

All dictionary defintttons wn Section II are quoted or paraphrased from Web-
ster 8 Colleqiate Dictionary fifth edution copyright 1936 1931 3y G & C
Merriam Co., with the bind permrssion of the publishers






CHAPTER I
‘Waking up to Words

There 13 nol a quicker nor a happrer road {o effective
speech than a large vocabulary Nothang will add so cer-
tawnly to your sclf confidence when you speak as the
knowledge that you have enough words al your command

*lo express credrtably (1)* the thoughts that course through
your mand

These pomts are so obvious that it scems almost
wasteful these days to use precious paper to state them
But did you also know that the extent of your vocabu-
lary has a measurable relationship to your potentiahty
for success 1n Iife? Thus 1s a fact, not an abstract theory
Tests at the Human Engimeering Laboratory i Hobo-
Len, New Jersey have conclusively proved that the one
factor mevitably accompanymg progress in business and
the professions is a better than average vocabulary In
the words of Dr Johnson O Connor, director of the
laboratory which conducted the tests, ‘An extensive
knowledge of the exact meanmgs of English words ac-
companies outstanding success m this country more
often than any other single charactenistic which the
Human Engineering Laboratory has been able to 1solate
and measure ’

¥ The numbers 1o parentheses after certamn words will be ex
plained at the end of the chapter
15
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‘ Why do large vocabularies charactenize executives
and possibly outstanding men and women i other
fields? ’ continues Dr O Connor’s account  “The final
answer seems to be that words are the mstruments by
means of which men and women grasp the thoughts of
others and with which they do much of their own think
mg Thev are the tools of thought *

Granted, then, that 1t 1s worthwhile improving vour
acquamtanceship with words what can vou personally
do about 1t? The usual, but not very satisfactory answer
to this question 1s that you must get the dichonary
habit  You must learn to look up new words when you
meet them you must read with a dictionary at your
side you must browse through a dictionary at odd
moments +ou must keep a notebool. and fathfully and
conscientiously record therem one or two or five or ten
new words every day, according to the extent of your
“ambition and the heat of your fervor (2) Now theo
retically this s the best advice in the world, swhat mahes
1t unsatisfactory 1s that by atself 1t 1s supremely im
*practicable I know of no authenticated (3) nstance in
which any human being followed such a dry regimen
*(4) for longer than two weeks I know of no zealot
*(5) who possessed the fortitude (6) and tepaaty to

imbate such a program of self improyement and follow
1t through religrously despite more pressing claims that
were made on lis time and cnergy  And as a speech
teacher I have hind the apportumty to discuss the matter
with more seckers after vocabulary 1mproyement than
T would care to shake the proverbial stich at
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Hapmly, a starl af rocabulary wmprovement can be
made wthout “getting the dictionary habit” When jyou
were born you knew no Lnghsh words at all, now you
probably use five thousand or more and can doubtless
recognize three times as many as you actually use And
I believe 1t 1s safe to say that you learned very few of
these thousands of words by looking them up m a dic-
tionary You acquired the words now m your vocabu-
lary because you were exposed to them, if you hadn t
managed to master them you would have found it
difficult to carry on the affairs of your ife Then the
time came when you were out of school, and were es-
tablished 1n some business or profession or social stra-

*tum (7), when you kuew enough words to get by on,
when 1t was no longer imperative to learn more m order
to communicate adequately with your friends and
business associates And having learned enough words
for that your mind automatically closed to new ones
m the same way that your eyes automatically close
when you need sleep or mn the same way that thirst
automatically vamshes when your need for water has
been satisfied

(The average adult learns fewer than twenty five
new words & year, these being almost exclusively the
words which gamn sudden popularty 1n the news of the
world—for example, at the present time, induction,
wflation lease lend Quasling, ratwning  fifth-colummst
priordy, demolitwon, deferment etc)

When I say that your mind automatically closes to
new words once your communication needs have been



18 How to Enlarge Y our Vocabulary

satisfied, I am referring especually to a phenomenon
which occurs m your daily reading I you come across
an unfamuiliar word, say 1n a magazine article, what do
you generally do? If you are superhuman, vou rush to
the dictionary and find out exactly what that word
means QOtherwise, you conventently 1gnore the word,
because the rest of the sentence makes adequate sense
without 1t Or 1f 1t does not, you shake your head
angnly and proceed with your reading making o mental
note that you dislihe authors who use words vou don t
understand  Or possibly, if you are of a more violent
frame of mind, you either turn to the next article, or
Just throw the magazine down mmpatiently
Yet it 18 1n these very maguazines, or 1 books or
newspapers that the secret of practical vocabulary 1m
provement lies
Words nre genernlly meanimgless except as they add
to the thought of a phrase or sentence hence increasing
your vocabulary from vour daily readmg 1s the most
*logical and functional (8) plan j ou can possibly follow
This method demands no change of your daily schedule
It mvolves no special activities  All 1t requures 18 a
change m your aftitude to words It s hence a plan
which can be put into operation immediately, panlessly,
and without mmconvenience Indeed, as will be ex-
plamed shortlv, you can take a long step toward 1m
proving your vocabulary even before you come to the
end of this chapter
So mmple 13 this natural approach to voeabulary
improvement that 1t can be desenbed 1n a single sen
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tence In your reading, learn to let your mnd binger on
the words whose meanngs are parhwally or complelely
unfamihar fo you

It 15 2 human charactenstic to pay little heed to
things which are constantly under our very noses
Doubtless you nde up aud down the elevator of your
apartment house or office bulding a hundred tunes a
month—but have you ever noticed the name on the
control mechamsm? You may have been eating your
lunch 1n the same restaurant every day for years—but
can you recall the color and design of the dishes?
Though you tahe the same bus or trolley to work six
mornings a week, do you know the name of the com-
pany which operates the vehicle?

Don’t let your 1gnorance m these matters embarrass
you You cannot answer these questions for a good
reason your bran 1s too economneal and efficient! It
refuses to waste energy registermg information which
seems unessential—unless some external stumulus forces
tilo

The same phenomenon 15 at work while you read
Your eves may see an unfammhar word, your mner ear
may hear its pronunciation, but your mind will refuse to
register 1t if 1t decides that you can go on hving com-
fortably wathout knowmng that word Indeed, you can
encounter the same word & dozen times over, and your
mind will continue to balk at grasping it—untal some
external stimulus compels o to

To wncrease your vocabulary at a very rapd rate you
have only to form the habut of provding that external 1m-
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pulse—the halal of compelling your mind {o linger for a
Jew seconds on each new word o meets  You have only to
say to your mund ‘Hold on to that word, I may find
some use for 1t Note that vou need not say, *“I must
find out at once what that word means ” The meaning
of each word 3 ou force y our mind to regmister wall come—
not at once perhaps, but eventually Eventually, and
slowly—but mnevitably and unforgettably For having
once recorded the word (remember, you never totally
forget anything y ou have lenrned) your mind will recog
nize it ot every subsequent encounter Iach new expen
ence your rund has with that word will make the mean
ng just a bttle clearer  And as the meaning gradually
unfolds, the word will burrow decper and deeper nto
your vocabulary, until finally you will understand 1t so
well that—perhaps to your own amazement—you will
find yoursell maling use of 1t, quue casually, 1 your
thintang and conversation
Thus your vocabulary will be growing, gradually and
umformly and almost without effort, in the same way
that every other part of your mind and body grows
Tet us apply the plan speafieally Here 1s o sentence
from n recent 1ssue of the New Yorker  All the girls had
that speeial fity around the mouth and eyes so
apt to be found 1n anv woman who feels that she 1s being
arbutrardy hept waiting 1n hine by 1nsect officinls * You
do not we will say for the sake of argument, know the
exaet meamng of arbutrardy It s 6 sumple word easy to
pronounce It fits in pleasantly with the rhy thm of the
sentence  But what precisely, does it mean? In ths
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particular pattern of words 1t could sigmfy a number of
things, all with equal logic un rly, annoyingly,
unhapply, despotically, or wrongfully If the word were
omitted entirely, the sentence would convey enough
meaning to permit you to contmue reading without
undue discomfort But when you enjoy the mimitable
flavor of the word, when you can respond fully to 1its
*rich connotations (9) and undertones, the sentence
comes alive for you as 1t never could with a dead and
meaningless word dangling uselessly from 1t
Go baclk for a second and stare at the word Let your
mnd jour eyes, inger on 1t What do you think it
means now that you stop to consider 1t? Which one of
the adverbs suggested seems most likely to be its syn-
onym? P
Learning to stare at the unfamltar words which you
meet 1n your reading, learnmg to spend 2 few seconds
puzzhing them out, 13 the secret of developmng the kind
of word-consciousness which will rapidly enrich your
vocabulary  That extra bit of attention devoted to
arburarly will lodge the word securely 1n your mmd
The next time you meet the adverb 3ou will recognize
1t as an old fiend And you will be startled how soon
you will meet 1t agam' The word will not have gamed
any sudden and inexplicable currency among writers,
but, because your mnd s now tramed to look for 1t,
arbiranly will strike you sharply each time you see 1t,
even though, under other circumstances, you mught
have casually 1gnored 1t a dozen times 1n a weel. Now
as you continue encountening 1it, each time 1o 2 different
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*context (10), its meamng will gradually and correctly
unfold As you become increasingly fambhar with the
word, any misconceptions you may have had will
slowly dissolve And because you are learning new
words i the natural way, by hearing and seemng them
many different sentence patterns (which 1s, funda
mentally the way you learned all the words at present
m your vocgbulary) your acquisitions will become hife-
Yong members of your speaking and recognition v ocabu
lnry Sy At T g 8 )

With a few days practice, word-consciousness will
become a habit  From that pomnt on, every day that
you read will bring 1ts quota of new words The process
15 cumulative, as all natural processes are Each day
the habit will become more and more & part of you,
each doy your competence will sharpen Too, your
reading ttself will become more skilful, for nothing so
contnbutes to the ease of absorbing a page of print as
an acute sensc of the precise meamngs of the words on
that page If 3ou devote about the same time to your
reading as most people do, you will on an average add
twenty five words o month three hundred words a year,

*to 3 our vocabulary—a truly prodigious (11) feat con
sidenng that many adults boast fewer than twenty five
ndditions per y ear!

You can make a start at developmng your word
consciousness even before you've fimished this chapter
Youmas have noticed that certain of the words in these
prragraphs were followed by & number 1n parentheses
You can find them by looking for the identils ing star
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1 the left margin of the page They are words not
commonlv found 1n the poor vocabulary Go back and
find the numbered words and let your mmd Imger for a
few seconds on those you don’t already know Puzzle
out thewr probable meanmg, as far as you can, then
compare your conclustons with the defimtions given
below How successfully your 1deas match these defini-
tions 13 of no consequence what 1s important 13 that
you have already begun to mmprove your vocabulary—
you have already started to become word-conscious
And just notice m the next few days, how frequently
these same words bob up m your reading The flush of
recognition and the thrll of accomphishment which you
will feel will more, far more, than compensate for the
time consumed by this type of verbal cabsthemcs
More to the point the habit you’ve begun to develop
today will remam with you as Iong as you’re able to read

If you sincerely do want to mmprove your vocabulary,
make this attitude a permanent part of your reading
habits  YWhen you meet a new word tram vour mind to
register it From then on, things happen by themselves
—automatically!

Key to Numbered Words in This Chapter

ereditably—in & praiseworthy manner
fervor~ntensity of feeling

authenticated—proved genume

regimen—a systematic diet, as of food, exercises,
words etc

5 zealot—a fanatic

L 0
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fortitude—resolute endurance

stratum—a layer as of rock or society
functional—nble to be put into practical use
connotations—suggestive significances of words
apart from their actual meamngs

context—the passage i which a word occurs, and
which helps explain the meaning of a word
prodigious—extraordinary  out of the ordinarv,
marvelous

arbitranly —despoticnlly

ITow Good Is Your T ocabulary?

If you know the meanings of most of the words n
List I your vocabulary 1s average in Yast I
good, n Tast III supenor

Iast 1 Iast 11 Inst IIT
candid my eigle prognosticate
placd recumbcnt antithesis
sulky mercenary nebulous
engross coquetry adamant
morose gruff vicissitude
cumbersome respite eflicacy
simster dilapidated proclivity
timorous imphicit exigency
1diosy nerasy conyvisial anomaly

feign vinle phlegmatic




CHAPTER I
Stop, Listen, and Learn

A child’s rocabulary wncreases with breathiaking ra-
pddy an adult s rvocabulary increases al a rate that
would male a turtle seem hike a speed demon

From that time 1n 3 our mmfancy when you first learned
to talk 1n connected syllables, you added hundreds of
words to your vocabulary every year of your pre-school
bfe,* indeed, of you were an exceptional youngster, you
entered the first grade able to understand and use over
four thousand words

For the nest uight years of your grade-school Iife, you
absorbed another three to four thousand words Inhigh
school and college, if you contmued your education, you
became nequanted with 2 mmmum of two to four
thousand more

Thus 95 per cent of your vocabulary was gamed in
your formative period—over twenty times as much 1n
those first school y ears as in all the rest of your hife For,
as an average adult, you have learned a maximum of

twenty five to fifty words annually, such additions

* According to Lovisa C Wagoner Chauman of the Department
of Child Development, Mills College California, the average child
of two knows and uses 800 words at the age of 2% he knows 450
at3 1000 words and nt4 1,800 or more.

25
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Jecture platform, react the way a child does, for re-
member, a child 1s the greatest expert there1s at vocabu
lary improvement Repeat the word to yourself Listen
to the sound it mahes If possible, ask the person who
used that word, Yhat does 1t mean? * Logically, the
only time you can pose this question 1s when you hear
the word from a fmend Do not expect that the answer
you recerve will always be accurate A person can under
stand the meanmng of a word perfectly, can use 1t cor
rectly, and can still be unable to give a precise defim
tion  You should sce lexicographers tearing ther har
and gnawing therr fingernails to compose a sutable
defimtion even for a smmple word (In fact the simple
words are harder to define than the more complex ones

Can you imagine try ing to explain 1f to a foreigner whose
lenguage you do not speah®) But the nccuracy of the
definition y ou recerve 1s not important  You can imag

ine that a child recerves very few exact defimtions for
the words he mquires about. He learns the words
nonetheless  Eventually, by constantly hstening fo
how the words ere used, his mind armves at o sutable
understanding of them And your mnd will do the
same The purpose of 3 our question 13 not so much to
discover the meaning of a word as to impress on your
mind the need for registering the word This is another
focet of the phenomenon described in Chapter I The
important thing 1s solely to force the word into your
conscrousness—the defimtion will unfold eentuallt

And even of your fend gives you a totally incorreet
defimtion nothing 1s lost m the Jong run  You will dis
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cover the true meaning 1n time and the only possible
casualty will be your fmith 1n 3 our friend s intelhigence

The suggestion to heep vour ears open 1s merely an-
other weapon 1n your battle to develop word-conscious-
ness In the last analysis, the best, if not mdeed the
only practicable, way to mcrease your yocabulary 1s to
become alert to the power and richness of words This
attitude, once developed, will murror a rebirth of m-
tellectual progressiveness and curiosity which will give
you power over words and effectineness m speaking
such as merely poring through a dictionary never can
hope to

Try at!

Puthing the Method into Practice

Yes, you can radically improve jour vocabulary
merely by histenng more acutely and analytically to the
words you hear all about you While 1t 15 manifestly
mmpossible to prove that true mn the mdividual case of
each of my readers I can show its worth 1n the aggre-
gate  Come with me, and listen to the words of people
who are friends to all of us men and women whose
names are household words Let us borrow from them
some of the excellent words thev use by the method of
ashing “What does that word mean¢”

1 Lasten first to Dr Harryv Emerson Fosdich of the
Riverside Church n New York

Conscience can back up the worst kind of conduct as
well a3 the best. The reason for this ambiguuty 18
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plain  Conscience says  “You ought to do nght!
But conserence by 1tself does not tell us what 1s nght.

If Dr Fosdick were here now, we could say to um
Yhat exactlv, does ambiygurfy mean?’

What do you thunk his answer would be? Per
haps vou already know the word—or possiblv you
thinh you know 1t Or mavbe 1t 13 entirelv unfamil
1ar to vou, 1n which ease you will have to guess at
1ts meaning from its use in Dr Fosdich s sentence,
After all your understanding of all the new words
you hear 1s based on their use 1n context

Write 1n the Iime below o simple but complete
defimition of amlrgiaty as 1t 15 used above If ncees-
sarv, guess

Gladys Swarthout, opera and film star, had this to
say recently about a new play by Robert Sherwood

Mr Sherwood has gn en us a drama which stimulates
the thought processes of every sentient member of
his audience and yet there 13 no propaganda in his
wnting unless lucid truth can be so called

What do you tlunk senttent means?

Paul V McNutt speatung

Lattle busincss 1s ordinanly less conservative and
mare vent than bsg b with its huge
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mvestments 1n existing plant equipment Un
less pushed by small enterprises [big busmness]

tends to become static and 1mmolnle

Immobile means

Professor Mortimer J Adler

Sohtary reading 1s not so much fun as bookish con
vunalty There 18 too little talking about books with
others who have read the same books I say a great
pleasure and a great source of frurtfulness comes
from reading books with others and discussing them

Contwiahty means

Thomas E Dewey

Two things we must do to secure our future We
must restore our whole economy to health and vigor
after the ravages of the seven lean years and we
must build up the power and efficiency of our army

navy and atr force to levels which will make us

pregnable

Impregnable means

31

George Bernard Shaw comments on the wartime

dret
There 13 nothing wrong with the official meatless and
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eggless rtion which 1s mrfually my own diet Tean

not however guarantee that England will become a
nation of Bernard Shaws on it That would be too
much to hope for

Trtually means

Ambassador Wilham C Bullitt says

VWere Germany to try to resume the ways of peace
the military diseipline which 1s the very foundation
of the Nazi hierarchy would erumble To continue 1n
power that hierarchy must lead Germany on
new predatory ndventures

Predalory means

Herbert II Lehman speaks

If England should be beaten and the grcnt Bnllsh
Empire destroyed d acy 1 this | j:
too would mevitably be under dire threat Our ovn
hiberties would be 1n the most serious yeopandy

Jeopardy means

Sccretary of State Cordell Hull mahes a puble
statement

In the face of ternfic problems and conditions and
until the present serious threats and dangers have



Stop, Lwsten, and Learn 33

disappeared we cannot pursue complacently
our customary life

Complacently means

10 Owen D Young, former Chamrman of the Board of
the General Electric Company, says

T know of no better place to start 1n providing secu-
nty than with & home which belongs to you If one
owns ahome and really owns i, that 131f ke does not
fool lnmself by having such n mortgage on 1t that
someone else owns 1t, he has the most valuable the
most absolute the most tnriolate property 1 the
world For while m times of disturbance &
house here or there may be burned or mvaded or
foreclosed, 1t 1s just impossible for any movement
however radical to take away homes because they
are more than property

Inwnolate means

By listening carefully for just a few mnutes to what
other people sy 3 ou have already added ten new words
to your vocabularv  How well did you figure them out?
Here are the correct definitions—chech them with your
own to see how close vou got Say the word sloud as you
read 1ts defimtion  Nothing so helps to fix a new word
firmly 1n your mmd as hearing your own vorce say it
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Ambguiy—ability to be understood 1n one of two
ways

Sentient—ceapable of feeling and sensation
Immaobile—motionless

Conrinaliy—jovial fellowship

Immpregnable—safe aganst attack

Vartually—n essence or effeet, but not m fact
Predatory—practicing plunder
Jeopardy—exposure to loss or mnjury
Complacently—with contentment or self satisfac-
tion

Innolate~—incapable of being destroy ed by violence



CHAPTER I

Putting Books to Work

The two methods so far suggested are indirect methods
of vocabulary improvement They are the best methods
there are, because

1 They are a patural extension of the prineiples by

which you learned all the words at present m vour
vocabulary

2 They can remamn m operation almost all the waking

hours of your hfe—whenever you read or speak
or histen

They are called wndirect methods in that they are by-
products of ntellectual hving—by-products usually
lost unless habits are developed to save them Once you
have developed these habits, once you have become
word-conscious, voczbulary mmprovement will become
as1ntegral and unobtrusive s part of your hfe as washimg
your teeth or eating your breahfsst or readmg the

morning paper And when that tune comes as 1t will

shortly vou will be eager to employ more direct and

forthright methods of increasing your word stoch
Would you Iike to add 1n twenty or thirty minutes

some evening a dozen new words to jour vocabulary

merely by talung two volumes down from your book-

shelves? Settle yourself 1n a comfortable charr at your

5
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desk, have your dictionary and one other book withn
reach, arm yourself with a pencil and some scrap paper,
and you re ready to begn
In this method of vocabulary 1mprovement, you use
a book purely as a means of finding words which a par
ticular author knows and uses and which you, perhaps,
do not You use your volume not as a reader, but
simply as a voeabulary syllabus  There are six smple
steps to follow
1 Choose a book of the type you ordinarily read for
engoyment or anformation The books you gen
erally enjoy and are accustomed to arc alwnys
o little higher 1n vocabulary level than your
own speech 1s  Not too much lugher—for then
they would prove so difficult that you would
not enjoy them And not nfertor m voeabu
lary level to 3 our own, for then they would be
so mmmature that you would be annoyed by
them
2 Start your reading anywhere at all in your
volume
$ Jot down on the paper beside 3 ou anv words
which are not completely famlinr  You will
come across a host of these When 3 ou read for
meanmng alone the unfammbar and the shghth
familiar words blend with the fully familiar
thus at least partially convesmng the thought
of the passage before vou
4 Now esaminng the wav o word 1s used 1n its
sentence wnite as mtelligently os you can 2
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definition of that word You may have to
guess wildly 1n many mstances Go right ahead
and guess Traning yourself to figure out the
menmng of an unfammbar word will benefit
you mmensely i many ways It will help
mahe your speech more accurate, and you
more word-conscious It will teach you to ap-
preciate the beauty and richness of your lan-
guage More, 1t will help you remember and
spur you to use your new words as no mere
refercnce to o dictionarv ever can

5 Stop when jou have followed this procedure
with twelve words A dozen new words 1s all
you should attempt to learn at any one time
Vocabulary improvement 1s one field in which
gluttony hits back quichly Try to learn too
rapidly and all will be confusion Taper your
rate down to a comfortable amount, but learn
Jrequently and wnlensively and your vocabulary
will keep enlarging bey ond y our fondest hopes

G After you have recorded your own definitions,
use the dictionary to check on anv misconcep-
tions or maccuracies Make the necessary
changes Look your words over Be certan
that you can pronounce them correctly Say
them aloud several times

How the Method TWorks

87

Let us use as our source book Chfton Fadiman’s ex-
cellent 2nd deservedly popular volume of short preces
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Reading I'tc Inhed * In a prefatory critique on literatun
called My Life Is an Open Book Confessions and Di
gressions of an Incurable ” Fadiman uses words thal
are vibrant and dynamic Let us see whether we car
find some for ourselves The materal that follows wil
show you how to orgamze your own work when ot
follow tns plan  As you come to the blank Iines wher
the defimtions belong, write your own  When the an
swers are given to you later as they will be, you can
check on jour ability as an amateur lexicographer

Is 1t some constant nervous need for reassurance
that makes human beings so nlert to point out the
capacities that separate them from the lower ami
mals? Thus we bave rationality (I am hastily
wiping that silly grin off my face) and the beasts do
not

Rationality

Weuse tools theydont Man some solemn assonce
pomnted out 1 an ammal that laughs animals do not
laugh We have long memones beasts save for the
proverbial elephants do not. We mahe war on each
other and have at last, after much tral and error
learned how to exterminate our species whereas the
animals have to depend for their own destruction
largely on the mere acidents of nature

These are some of the crifersa which man has sct up
to demonstrate lus supenonty

Crateria
1Simon & Schuster 1841,
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Cntena bemng cheap I should like to add another
Man modern man 15 a word making and word
reading animal Both of us I who compile this book
you who read 1t are engaged 1 specifically human
acts Wnting and more especially reading repre-
sent habits that we engage 1n constantly almost from
the cradle to the grave Civihzed man 1s a reader
Irrevocably he would appear to be committed to the
scannmg of small black marks on plane surfaces

Irrevocably

It 1s when you come to think it over an odd gesture
Lke the movement the camera catches of the heads
of a tennis audtence But there 1t 1s—we are readers,
and 1t 8 too late to change

There 18 no doubt that a fox slsughtering
wan mahes love 1n 8 manner subtly different from
the way a non fox slaughtering man does The same
must be true of an emnirorous reader and a more des
ultory one In some cases the impulse to read (and
reflect on what one has read) dominates completely

Omnworous
Desudiory

Then you get queer but nteresting specimens like
Robert Burton who wrote The Anatomy of Melan
choly In such a case reading has become a kind of
dlsen;se a fascmnating  proliferating cancer of the
nn

Proliferating

38
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The Ocerall Boys wes and doubtless still 1s &
rousing tale of two deyoted brothers aged five and
seven and their monosyllabic adventures on a farm

Monosyllate

The style was of transparent lucidity
Lueiduy
Everything after the Ocerall Boys has been anfi-
climar Thesame new world can nes er be discovered

twice One afirst book kass home run 13 always the
best

Antrclimaz
Between the nges of four and ten X read but moder-
ately and with absolute eatholicuy

Catholicaity

We had 1n our household the usual menningless mis
cellany that accumulates if the parents are not spe~
afieally Iiterary

MMscellany

Now chech up on yourself IHere arc the answers

Sec how closely they tally with what vou vourself wrote
1 Ranonality—quality or state of being rensonable

2 Cnteria—standards for judging rules or tests by

which anvthing 15 tried in forming a correct juds
ment respecting 1t
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Irrerocably—in o way mcapable of being revoked,
unalterably

Omnivorous—absorbing  everything without dis-
crimmnation

Desultory—armless, planless

Prohferating—growmg by rapid production of new
parts

Monosyllabrc—containmg just one syllable
Lucuduy—clearness, mtelhgibihity

Antichmaz—a sentence or passage m which the
1deas fall off mn digmity or importance at the close,
any event, espectally the last of a semes, that s
stribangly or ridiculously less mmportant than one
immedtately preceding

Catholicity—state or qualty of bemng Liberal or
comprehenstve mn svmpathies and understandmg
Meseellany—a mixture of varous things espe-
cially a collection of writings on vartous subjects



CHAPTER YV
Browsmg Through the Dictionary

It should scem supremelv logienl to go to the dichion
ary as the primary source book 1n enlargog the vocabu
lary It must undoubtedhy have occurred to you that
i you could simply nad* the dictionary you would
eventually know as many words as anyone else m the
country But a device as simple and logieal as this must
have a eatch

It vocabulary 1mproscment resulted most effectively
from a mere perusal of dictionary pages, there novld be
little pomt in your reading thus section of the boak To
my knowledge no onc has suceessfully “read  he die-
twnary Much value however, can be obtained from
an ocenstonal browsing through it You mught mahe it
o habit, whenever jou find yourself obhged 10 look wp
a patticular word to glance at some of the other
teresting words on the same pauge  Gmamng power with
words presupposes hecoming ward-conscious  Obw
ovaly o person mterested 1 words will tahe evers
available opportumty to mcrease hiy knowledge of
them espectally when he enn do so economiealls and
pamlessly  Vath the shefionar afready open in front of
vou it seems ceononueally wusteful not to glance at 8
few of the other entrics on the page

Let ns say that 3ou require the exact meaning of

3
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witale  Well, you find 1t and discover that it means
) thank, over, to plan But wait, don’t be so eager to
lose the book  Just an mch or so sbove cogrtate, you
1l find cogent, and as you run your eve over the page,
ou will meet cognizance, cognoscents, coherence, coke
re, and cowgn all good usable words with mteresting
efimtions An extra moment or two before you put
our dictionary away and you ve added six fresh words
) your vocabulary, and 1t scarcely hurt at all!

Bear m mind that power with words 1s not so much a
roduct of an already evtensive vocabulary as it 1s the
ssult of a constant and methodical adding to that
ocabulary The act of mcreasing your word stock 1s
1ore valuable to you than the result of that action
leeping Jour vocabulary 1 good reparr, enlarging its
cope constantly, will do more to strengthen and vital-
‘e your power than the mere static knowledge of great
nasses of words

Remember thig also The effectrve speaker does not
ecessanily use long and abstruse words—quite the
ontrary ! But Ins never-ending mterest 1n words shows
mfmlingly 1n hus speech, m his thinking, 1n his entire
hiltty to express himself
X Some evenmng you may be tempted to spend ten or
Lfteen minutes just browsing through the dictionary
e n to that temptation Open the book at random,
nd glance through the columns of just ome page
You'll get as much fun from 1t as from a Broadway
80s51p column—and & lot more information, truth and
asting valye
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Indeed, while we reon thesubject, let’s try theactivity
together You will find on the page opposite n leaf from
the Fifth Edition of the Merriam Webster dictionary

The words on this dictionary page fall into three
groups

1 Technical or obscure words, like oclonary, octroy,
oculomator, odograph, ete  This hind of word 15 dead
wood Your vocabulary should not be burdened
by 1it.

Very common words, like oclopus, ocular, odd, odor,

ete These you already know and need spend no

more time on

8 Tinally, there are eight interesting and useful words
that may be partly or completely unfamiliar toyou
These are the words which will engage your atten
tion They are as follons

W

octogenarian odalisque
octoroon ode
octuple odium
oculist odonferous

Find them on the dictionary page read therr defim
tions carefully, pronounce them aloud When +ou feel
that you have mastered them, take the following test

Drrections Without further reference to the dictionar¥
page wnte next to each definition the corroct word

1 eght fold 2 person with § Negm
blood
1 octuple 2, octeroon
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8 yelding an odor 7 o person who 1s between
4 state of bemng hated 80 and 00 years of age

5 eye-specialist 8 a poem smtable for
6 afemaleslave swmging

You have either added to your vocabulary, or re-
farmihanized yourself with, eight words The time con
sumed was possibly five or ten munutes Do this onlv
occastonally—say once a month—and you add about
one hundred words to y our vocabulary in a single y ear
By tlus practically panless means, you are more than
doubling the average rate of vocabulary improvement!

Lets try this device once again Let us rmg mn 8
vanation this time mn order to mcrease your troubles
On the dictionary page opposite, try to mch out onlv
those words worth learmng—pay no attention to the
obscure or the very common ones To gurde you In
your selection Il give you one hunt There are mne of
these useful words  Run through the page carefully,
checking off the nime words you thinh most uscful If
vou find more. than mine so much the better, but do not
be content with fewer

Now study thesc words carefully, noting not only the
defimtions but also the deriration, the pronuncafion
and other peritnent facts When you are ready answer
m wniing the questions which follow

3 odonlerous 4 odrum 5 oculint 6 odaluqor
= oclogenaran 8 ode
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1 Trom what language 13 polythersm de-
rved?

On what syllable 1s the accent?

How many pronunciations are offered
for pomade?

Chech the preferredone o ps-miid’ b pu-mad
Pomade1s a omtment

What color 1s a pomegranate®

What 1s an antonvm of pomp?

‘What adjective means self important?
What 1s the noun form of that adjective?
10 Ponderous means of great ?

11 A pomard s a hind of ?

12 Another name for the Pope 1s ?

W

o wao o

Below nre the seventeen words discussed i this
chapter Can you match the words with ther defint
tions?

1 polytheism a red berry

2 pomade b ostentatious display

3 pomcgranate ¢ weghty

4 pomp d Pope

5 pompous e offspring of white and quadroon
6 pomposity f eve doctor

7 ponderous g personinfus80s

1 Creek 2 first S two 4 b 5 perfumed 6 red 7 simplaity
cle. 8 10 wesght 11 dsgget
R.ponhﬂ
112n 3a4d4bsko6l 7c

pompous 9 §
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pomard
pontiff
octogenarian
octoroon
octuple
oculist
odalisque
ode

odium
odoriferous

h poem
1 belief n many gods
3 female harem slave
L self important
1 self importance
m position of hatred
n unguent
o eight fold
p having an odor
q dagger

49



CHAPTER V
Every Word Has a Past

When you have become word-conscious, when you
have become expert at using your eyes and ears to add
to your yocabulary all the new words you hear and <ce,
and when jou have learned to enjov an occasonal
browsmg through the dictionary, your next step 1
gamng power with words 1s to begin to dig behind the
meantng of o word 1nto its source and history

To discover, for «xample that misogymast (woman
hater) 1s made up of three distinct but ndssoluble
Grech particles (miso, hate gyn woman, and 2, one
who) gives you a defimte control over that word which
the speaker who merely hnows its definttion does not
possess  You hnow not only what misogynist menns—
more to the pomt, vou know why 1t mesns what 1t
does' You are no longer a word apprentice, who sees
only the outside of the machine he 8 dnving you nre
a word techmean who understands the vast intneacy
of all the parts wlich make 1t possble for the word
to go

1f you wish to merease the nchness of vour yocabu
fary learn to probe beneath the surface ot what
does mlhouette mean for example, but why that par
ticular combination of sllables for such a meanmg’
Here's the story  Etienne de Sulbouette finance minuter

%0
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of France before the revolution, agitated for a simplify
mg of the lives of the nobles, so that money usually
spent for luxuries could be donated to the treasury
At this time the blacked m profile was ongmated 1
Paris It was only logical that the name of the man who
asked for simplhfication m hving should be attached to
8 type of portraiture which was reduced to the stmplest
of lmes
You doubtless know that a chaumnist 13 an over-
zealous and exaggerated patmot Do you know the
story behind the word? Nicholas Chauvin was a soldier
m the army of Napoleon So fervently and fulsomely
did Chauwvin prause the unpopular emperor that his
name became a by word for the very thing he was domg
You know that a premonition 1s o feehng of 1mpend-
ing disaster But why? Lets take our etymological
scalpel and dissect the word The parts are all from the
Latin pre, before monut from the verb moneo, to warn,
wn, 2 suffix signifymng the act of Hence, the act of
warning beforehand with every letter accounted for
We have o simiar word derived from the Greek
prophecy The parts pro, phe, and &y are abmost 1dentical
In meamng with the corresponding Latin members
found m premonition And m Anglo-Saxon foretelling,
we possess o third word of similar composition fore,
tell and 1ng Yet the three words are shghtly different
i flavor, are they not? Well, there you have one reason
for the fascination of words, for the gentus of language.
You cannot deny that premonttion 1s & more useful
member of your vocabulary once you know its family



52 How to Enlarge Your Vocabulary

history Now, let’s explore a bit further into its family
trece Do we know any other words which use the prefix
pre, before? We’ve just tripped over one, prefix a

particle fixed before a word

preface—say beforehand
prefer—~bear before some-
thing else
pregnant—before birth
prelustoric—before history
preyudice—beforehand
Judging
prelude—preparation
beforchand
premature—~-happening he-
forechand
premium—what one has
got before others

Some more?

prenatal—before birth

prepare—mahe ready be-
forchnnd

prepay —pay before

preposition—a word placed
before another word

presage—know beforehand

preseribe—wnite belore

preside—to sit before (v
group)

presume—to take before-
hand

YWhen you encounter new words, be more than just 8
sponge Be a prober T'ind out the why of all words anv
dictionary will help you Become an amateur efymolo-
gt vour voeabulary will then be not only exiensne
1t will be lean and strong and powerful A merclv fo
vocabulary is hike a merely faf person Jots of excess and
uscless baggnge

Putling the Mecthod 1nto Operotion

Let's go on a journcy of explorntion I offer vou my
services as guide, free of chargr, hut 10 return T ask you
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to come to this section outfitted with a sharp pencil and
& determination to use 1t generously

Let s adventure 1nto some overgrown fields of ety-
mology, cut down the unnecessary vegetation, and see
what we shall discover as we plow a path through some
exarting and useful groups of words

Caedere m Latin means fo kil or fo cut  (The two
thoughts are somewhat related, aren t they?) This verb
1s found m Lnghsh words erther as ¢is or cide

Let’s wander first up the ¢2s rond With your pencil
poised for action try to extract from your own back-
ground the words we require When j ou are unable to
figure & word out, let your eyes drop to the answers
below Try to use these answers, however, only as last
resorts

Let us try to find seven words contammg the cxs stem
Each dot represents a single letter and the mesnings
enclosed 1n parentheses will give dwrection to your
thoughts If your vocabulary 1s 1 good form today,
you will fill in at least four 1tems correctly

11as (a cuttmg)

2dos (a cutting off of argument by
reaching a conclusion)

Sp os (cutting sharp, as a cutting edge,
hence, to the pomt)

4¢ e (cut into preces, hence much con-
densed into httle)

5 as (instruments for cutting)

Cis 1 mesion @ decon 8 precise 4 concise 5 scussors
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Now test your learmng  Tor ench defimtion below,
choose the proper word from the list above and wnteits
number in the space provided for that purpose

a worm hilling { talhatine

b & conference g kng hilling

¢ acutting h mother Milling

d sister hlling t to the pont, exact

e condensed 37 talking to oneself
Swmficance

Words wall become more alis e for vou when you know
why they mean what they do  Whenever you have occs
sion to find o word m the dictionary (and to develop
real power y ou should make these occastons frequently),
notice its demvation The etymology of o word 18 teo
often neglected by people eager to luarn a word s defim
tion et wonteally 1ts ctvmology 1s the most effectne
hey to understanding and remembering what o word
means’

217 b# el 415 o4 18 g1 hig L3 §U



CHAPTER VI
New Words for Old

Power with words depends as much on the accuracy
of your vocabulary as on its size After you have de
veloped 1n yourself the habits which will merease and
enrich your vocabulary, your next logical mterest 1s 1n
vigorating 1t

The one thing which puts pep and vigor mto your
speech 13 the ability to choose that correct, that exact
word from your store which will most advantageously
express your subtlest shade of meaming, your most deli-
cate nuance of thought A varied, accurate, vocabulary
permits you to choose le mot juste, the one single word
which will drive home your message with telling effec-
tiveness

In how many ways can you express the action of
annoyance® Note these lorment, plague, pester, vex,
exasperale irritale, harass, and bother

Unskilled speakers generally restrict themselves to
the first and last words m this st The rnichness and
variety of the other svnonyms are completely lost to
thetr speech Hence most of what they say 1s flat, banal,
uninteresting

How varted 1s your own vocabulary? Would you hike
a yardstick to measure its varety and effectiveness?

s
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mixture

blend ] of human types
mélange

turmorl

riot ] of eolors
pandemomum

s competitor

his contestant ] m love
Iis nival

10 a nsky

a penlous } business
a dangerous

o
oopaTPOTEOCTD

Here 15 another test that will sharpen your abihty to
choose the exact word In ench of the sentences below
both choices are concenably correet, but one 1s defi
nitely, if not nlways obviously, more powerful Check
the one vou prefer

1 The heat was (oppressive, burdensome)

2 Shemadea (feversh fiery) and confused attempt
to lnde her embarrassment

8 The thief (grasped, snatched) ber purse and dis-
appeared in the crowd

4 Te (gulped Lolted) s food

5 That 1s o perfectly (mediocre commonplace}
oceurrcnee

~c Bh De 10a
1 oppressne £ fevernh S enatched 4 bolied 3 commonplart
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That 18 a (noteworthy memorable) fact

You have a (gloomv, glum) attitude toward hie
The (superfluous, needless) water will evaporate
The policeman came to grips with s (opponent,
assailant)

10 Our production this year will (outrun, outstrip)
that of any year in our lustory

OO ~TD

There 1s no more distinctive ballmark of the powerful
vocabulary than the ability to express a thought m a
wealth of ways The speaker whose vocabulary 1s weah
and underfed calls everything of reduced size small or
bLitle, or 1n an excess of emotion he may actually achieve
such heights of expressiveness as very small, or very very,
hitle!

You may wonder what value there 1s 1n using other
words which mean small or lLittle when we have these
easily remembered words always so close at hand One
answer might be that one should not use the same words
over and over agam, excessive repetition makes for
boredom But that answer 15 not only madequate, 1t 13
also maccurate and, to an mtelligent reader, unsatis-
fying For a moment of thought will convince you that
we repeat many useful words to the pont where even if
they were of the hardest steel, they’d show wear around
the edges m a busy day’s conversation It 1s scarcely
possible to talk for five minutes wmithout using the and ¢
and I and ses o dozen or more trmes  Just go back over
this page and count the number of times the words of

6 noteworthy 7 gloomy 8 superfluous 0 assailant 10 outstrip
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and 1f and word and 1s and are appear  If there 15 any
boredom on this page 1t 1s certain that the fault docs not
lie with the quintet of words italicized 1n the previous
sentence.

No, there 15 o more mtelligent and credible reason for
Lnowing more than two words to describe reduced e
That reason 1s that luile and emall nre dead words They
express o thought without flavoring it Note the lach of
emotion 1 the phrases m column A helow, and the
wealth of mterest m the synonymous phrases 1 col
umn B

4 B
a amall babe a tree babe
a rmall trec a stunlad tree
small 1 stature puny m stature
of small size of pigmy size
a small intellect a Olliputian itellect
a amall madel & miniature model
a hitle woman a pefife woman
amall means scanty means
small m uselulness limited i usefulness
& small wardrobe a meager wardrobe

The adjectives in the sccond column are prciure words
they are foreeful beenuse they nppeal to your ears, #od
eves and heart, not to y our intellvct alone Witha fund
of synonvms at your command 3 our words can passy
warmth and eolor nnd depth ns well s mewmng Thev
ean contan hghtr and shadoes instead of beug of unt
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form dullness Brefly, they can breathe hfe and vigor
mto your speech And you have only to refer once agam
to column B to realize that they can do all these things
despite the fact that few of them contain more than two
or three svllables

OF all the aspects of your v ocabulary worth develop-

mg, this 1s the most valuable So let s go right on with
our exercises Below vou will find five dead or ‘in-
tellectual words Canyoufillira hve, or ‘ picture”

synonym for each?
1 To Wrap 2 Unusual 8 To Say Agawn
to to
4 Secret (4ds) b5 To Take Hold 6 To See
to to
1 toenvelop wind muffle swathe enfold cleal inclose
2 rare, uncommon infrequent scarce sparse, sporadic, occasional

L

oo

exceptional mingular extraordinary

repeat, reiterate echo reecho harp op hammer recapitulate
reword retell reproduce duplicate

concealed lidden confidenttal unrevealed undisclosed untold
privy private unknown velled screened mashed cloaked
disguised emigmatic eryphie, occult mysterious

to seize grasp snatch grab clutch

to mark note notice perceive apprehend comprehend realize
behold discern vision



CHAPTER VI

Putting Magazines to Work

Boiled down to 1ts essentinls, vocabulary improve-
ment 13 nothing more than being aurally and visually
on the alert for new words The speaher whose ears
and ¢y es bring to lus muind onhy words which be knows
has an absolutd]y stagnant vocabulary

But there are very few iterate people today 1n such
afix Rndios and talking pretures and books and news-
papers and mayg s are t0o ¢ n and smportant
a part of Amencan hfe for any citizen to be reduced to
intellectual starvation  Too often, however, as one
reads books and pertodieals, or hstens to the radio of
to lectures he lets effectine words do no more thes
finyor the thought of the ssnter or speaker e makes
no conscious effort to let these words influence his
mind  For 1t 15 quite possible, as hns zo often been
stated in these chapters to read a page out of a book of
magnzine, and despite half a dozen unfamiliar words
1t to get enough of the thought to go on to the nest
page
Now I do not for n motnent advocnte puthag dowa
vour reading matter and scurrvng to vour dictienary
evers time vou meet a new or puzzhag word  Gething
what you ean out of context letting your mnd linge?
for & fuw seconds on the new words so that vou wil

)
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recognize them at your next encounter, 18 the most
intelligent and natural way to 1mprove your voeabulary
with books and magaznes as aids However, occasion-
ally making a direct and serious effort to add words
quickly will appeal to those readers who wish to do
more than let nature tahe 1ts course

Written language 13 made up entirely of words the
more accurate your understanding of these words, the
more sustenance you can get from them Just as you
will absorb more vitarmns from food properly cooked,
50 you will gain more mental stimulation from words
properly understood

‘The very first time you meet attrition, clandestine, or
plethora 1 your reading, your reaction to them can
scarcely be more than a weak one But if you find them
m g magazne, as I shall prove m a moment that you
do, 1t will take y ou less than a second to underline them
Then go right on with your reading—the primary pur-
pose of 2 page of print 15 to communicate a message, not
to imncrease your vocabulary The fact that you can
traun yourself to denive @ secondary benefit, 1n addition
to information or entertainment, from your pertodicals
will make 1t much pleasanter for you to write out a
check for a new subscription when the old one runs out.

Magnzines rather than any other type of printed
matter, are the suggested aids in this chapter because
on the one hand they are less impermanent than news-
papers and on the other you will be less reluctant to
mark them up than you would a book

When you re ready to discard the magazine because
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vou've read everything of mterest mn 1t, turn back to
those pages m which you’ve underhined the words with
which you wish to become better acquamnted Haul out
your Webster Look up the first word, find the defm
tion that fits the context m which you discovered the
word, then read over carefully the sentence m whicht
occurred (If that sentence doesn t now pach a more
meaningful wallop than 1t did when one of 1ts words was
vague and almost meaningless then you re probably too
sleepv to appreciate the difference and mght just as
well turn out the hght and go to bed) Then goon m
simular fashion, with the other words you’ve underlined

If you re very methodical you muy wish to copy the
defimtrons in the margin of the page This s not strctly
necessary, but will be helpful to people who are partiet
larly eye munded

After you've followed these suggestions a few times,
you'll be startled to discover that

1 Your readmg habits will be revolutiomzed
You will be amazed at how much more critt
cally you have learned to peruse a page of
prnt.

2 Words that you have loohed up will begin to
catch your eye whenever you read Tor n time
1t will seem that you and half a dozen writers
discovered a word simultaneously, so fre-
quently and 1 so many different places will
you sec 3t What 14 actually happemng of
course, 18 that vour mind 18 now psycholog-
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cally set toward that word Where previously
your eye and bramn would have skipped over 1t
neglhigently, you now pause to greet a faruhar
face The feelmg of warmth and confidence
this will give you 1s practically indescribable

As you contmue meeting the word and 1t be-
comes more and more a part of your thmkng
processes, you will one day begin to use 1t m
your own speech and wnting  That will be 2
great day, for the word has now passed from
your recagnition wmto your functional vecabu
lary

67

Let us test the truth of some of the statements made

above

Newsweel,

1

(-]

In the summer of 1932 an economic panaces called
Technocracy swept the country like gio rummy In
the depths of 1ts depression the United States nceded
anostrum and the Technocrats offer of plenty forall

based on integrated production by those between the

ages of 21 and 45 had a greater appeal to Americans
than foreign tsms

‘The plethora of prctures with international set-
tings 13 a boon to linguistic actors with such varied
accents as Turhish Polynesian Hindu Chinese
Japanese and French in demand

The same lack of dynamism of aggressive energy
charactenzed the upper ranks of the civihan admm

Note these excerpts from a single 1ssue of
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istration  Perhaps 1t 13 impossible to retamn these
qualities after a Lifetime spent 1n the easygoing rou
tine of colonial admimstration much of 1t n the
enervating heat of the tropies  In Malaya there was
time for static to be replaced by dynamic and able
leadership

5 Another reason 1s that Japan s successes have

made her almost blockade-proof and Washington 1s
virtually having to abandon its Jong held war-of
attrition plans

[} Control stations at Moulins Chalon ete., re-

-

w0

©

[

mamn but the long stretches between are no longer
edequately patrolled and an extensive clandestine

traffic between the zones has sprung up

Now study the definitions of the following words

Panacea—From two Greeh stems, pan (all), and
aketsthar (to heal) A remedy for all diseases &
cure-all

Nostrum—A form of the Latin adjective noster
(our) A medicine recommended by its preparer,
usually, a quach remedy

Plethora—Trom a Greek verh meamng fo be full this
word s pnmary meanmng 1s & medienl one a mworbs

condition characterized by excess of blood m the
body Tts morc common non techmcal meamng 13

state of being overfull, excess

Enercating—From a Latin adjective meaning neree

less or weal (This word has no connection W
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energy which 13 derived from the Greek stem erg
(work) ) Depriving of nerve, force, or strength
weahenmng exhausting

5 Attrfion—From the Latin verb, ferere (to rub)
Act of wearing out by friction and abrasion

6 Clandestine—From the Latin adverb clam (secretly)
Conducted with secrecy by design, ususlly for an
evil purpose hidden for reasons of fear or shame

Read the sentences from Newsweel once again  Note
how much clearer and more alive and sigmficant they
are now that the difficult words are familiar to you

Tomght when you turn to » magazine for a somewhat
lighter form of reading than this book affords, Leep
your penctl close at hand 1 am going to donate the next
page to vour effort. Don’t waste it On that page, jot
down the words y ou learn tomght from the New Yorler,
Infe Harpers, The Atlantic Snappy Stores, Parisan
Stories, or whatever your hterary tastes lead you to
Jot them down after you ve referred to the dictionary,
then close the dictronary and try defining the words in
your own language Youll have a Little trouble but
vou'll realize some of the difficulties that lexicographers
are up against
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INTERESTING WORDS FROM PAGE OF

{Name of maganns)
Meaning



CHAPTER VIO
New Words Where to Find Them

Popular periodicals are & prohfic source of mterest-
1ng words

Let us pick. up some random copies of the New ¥ orker
A constant source of delight to readers of this magazine
15 the Talk of the Town department the items of which
owe thewr piquant freshness and puchish humor to its
edttor's uncanny flair for words The reader s enjoy-
ment 1s 1n direct proportion, of course, to his full under-
standing of the paragraphs before hm—and that under-
standing 15 based, 1 turn, on the richness and accuracy
of hus vocabulary

You will find below some sentences from the Talk of
the Town which will gzve you anr opportunity of testing
your own appreciation of subtle shades of meaning
Check a b, ore according to which definition y ou think
most closely fits the underscored word Consider your-
self o Leen reader if you can choose correctly 1n seven
or more nstances

1 To the extent that prionties hamper travel they
himit what anthropologsts call the courting range—

the distance a youth can cover when spring 1s m his
blood

ki3
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a government agents character, ongns, ete,
b students of human ¢ studentsof humanlove
bfe, culture, physical ~ habits

We wouldn t have been so complacent 1f wed
known where all this was leading
a self satisfied b wormed ¢ delighted
The jumbo historical novel would seem at first
glonce to have reached something of an tmpasse
a lach of populanty b maximum size

¢ a predicament affording no escape
Rushing inte print with the week shottest exposé we
would report that you can buy airplane bomb sights
down on Canal Street
a scoop b uncensored news ¢ an exposure
of something discredstable

One of our operattves has submutted a sticky
cloying report on the probable effects of sugar ration
mg on the candy industry
a 1weeredible b authentic

¢ over sweet to the point of disgust
Mr Kao disabused hus little class of announcers (and
us) of the comic strip notion that the Chinese lan
guage depends s0 much on 1nflections that circum

stances beyond the speaker s control can turn a com
pliment into & fighting wsult

a undeceived b scolded c confused

Ib 28 3c 4¢ 5c Ca
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7 Mr Kao pointed out that he was reallv more a
guest of New York than a New Yorher and that this
therefore constituted a bt hingual pun

a. subtle b two language ¢ significant

8 We re pleased to report that this affair was
conducted without rancor and that the losers are
muddhing through with their old smks and a can of
Drano
a vehement sll-will b error ¢ fear

9 On his own time he did & mural for the main floor
which twenty or thirty of the partners remerked on
favorably, and the firm has rented hire a studio on
the fifty-esghth floor at 70 Pine and given him carte
blanche to decorate the whole place they gave hun
araise too

o charge accounts at pamt stores
b permussion to write his own ticket
¢ freedom from other responsibilities

10 ‘Tt will be sort of lthe Lent only longer, * & gul smd
to us the other day meanmg the war as she saw 1t
affecting ber own hfe She spoke without wrever-
ence, and we could sce exactly what she meant the
mpinging on her brnight busy lfe of a solemn but
hopeful ntual so convincing that even unbelievers
find themselves going to the cathedral 1n their lunch
hour thematenalsacrifices made in honor of 2n1deal
but beaning warldly dividends in the form of & fresher

1on and a sl waist and et the end
b 8a 9b

78
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the prospect of wearing festive new clothes and walk
ng agam 1n the spring sunshine with her young man

2 making useful b tearng up the roots
¢ encroaching or nfringing upon

T hope you came through this battle without any
wounds for your next fight 18 2 much harder one What
I am now gomng to ash you to do requires a great deal of
hinguistic soplistication, but I feel that you meet the
qualification if you ve been capable of getting as far as
this page without losing your way I want to gve youa
more active role 1n regard to these magazine words than
you ve played up to now—you'll have to suffer some-
what, but that suffering will cleanse your soul disabuse
you of any fallacious notions you may have mn reference
to word meanings and finally, help you on your way
toward becoming an amateur lesicographer

Once more I shall present you with sample quots
tions from the Talk of the Town Will you do your
best patiently and thoughtfully to write a coneise defint
tion of each 2lalicized word? When you compare your
answers with those 1 the footnotes, pat yourself on the
back if your defimtion contains most of the elements 1
the one offered Work faithfully and honestly, using
the footnotes only after completing the test Ths
achivaty has great benefit n making vou conscious of the
value and 1mportance of choosing y our words carcfully

In these stinng times you can t claim to be a jour
nalist, oreven n student of journalism f you havent
10 ¢
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dressed up as a German soldier and walked un-
challenged through some heavily guarded locality
hlke a shipyard or an Army camp A serious young
friend of ours worried ahout the probable effect of
1 these antics on the nation s morale has deaded to

morale means

give his Iife 1n an attempt to bolster up our confi

dence

We hve 1n 2 tume of signs and wonders of vast mys
2 tical portents that change the very sky above our

portents means

heads A few days ago a large and unusually nru
3 lent spot appeared on the face of the sun disrupting

rirulent means

radio communication scrambling telephone calls
turning the aurora borealis on and off and in general

1 morale—mental state conditioned by such things as zeal apunt,
hope confidence ete

®  portents—cvents or situations which presage evil

8 rirulent—estremely venomous bitter i eamity hateful
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4 disorgamzing a terrestral Iife that wasn t too orderly

lerrestrial means

1n the first place A few mights ago there was blood
on the moon a moon like the one that should bave
warned Cuesar centuries before now lighting a world
m which the techniques of assassination have been
considerably improved We incline to feel that these
heavenly signs have some meaming greater than what
& the prosy scientists tell us of lunar eclipses and meg

Prosy means

8 neiic partreles in space  Coming to work this morn

magnefic means

g we took a chance and asked the elevator boy
what he made of them  Just means Market Wise

4 ferrestrial—representing or constituting the earth
& prosy—matter-of fact humdrum unexaiting dull
6 magnchic—endowed with great ability (o attract to itself



New Words Whkere to Fand Them T
7 finished eighth at Hizlesh, he sad, leering at us

leering means

like envious Casca

Alexander Brailowsky was as indignant a pianist as
you'd hope to see when Japan attached Pearl Har-
bor but he wasn t surpnised He had 1t now turns
8 out known at first hand about the duplicity of the

Duplicrty menns

Japanese for well onto eight years ever since he
played & concert tour there In 1934 a recently or-
ganized Tokyo firm which imported Amernican movies

and dabbled i concert management on the side
made Bralowsky a decently substantial offer to go

to Japan for a concert tour The contract provided

for the payment of one istallment 1n advance the
balance ten thousand dollars to be portioned out
after each of ten concerts Brailowsky who was then
hving 1n Paris signed the contract and in due course
recenned the advance payment, after which ke and
Mrs Bralowsky sailed for Tokio

leering—using the eyes i a sly simster and unmodest fashion
duphcity—deception by pretending to entertan one set of
feelngs and acting under the mfluence of another

@ =3
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9 The couple were effusively welcomed by officials of

Effustvely means

the film company their hotel room was up to heremn
flowers the concert hall was sold out and the first
audience was rapturous It was not until next morn
1ng that Bralowsky realized that nobody had forked
over any yen Not wishing to embarrass hus hitle
brown managers he played a second concert and a
third without mentioning money Then beeause lie
was really running short of cash he finally came
night out and reminded the film company that it
owed lum for three concerts The officials only
smiled bowed hissed and told him not to worry
He did worry though to the extent of talking things
over with the French ambassador who urged lum te
10 lay down an ulttmatum that he wouldn t play an

Ullvmatum means

other note until he was pard for those he had played
The Japanese ther exquisite manners never more
winmng  heard Bralowsky s ulimatum  then
[ qumulyﬂ—ln an unduly demommmc and gushing manner
]0 ultimat: a ﬁﬂ T
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whipped back one of their own 1f he didn’t finish the
concert tour, he wouldn t get any more money

Vaguely hopeful that things might work out some-
how, Brailowsky played two more concerts mean
while retaining an English lawyer to find out what
went on 'The lawyer soon discovered the Jap m the
woodpile The film company, 1n need of funds had
mortgaged the proceeds of Bralowsky s tour to a
bank and the bank hed foreclosed The film com
pany had undertaken to jolly him along during Ins
tour so that the bank would get its dough Absn
donmg the ten thousand dollars still owed to him
the scheduled five concerts and all hope of any
Oriental Occidental accord as far as he was con
cerned Brallowsky made reservations on the next
boat for home and started to pack Then (and
here s the really wonderful Japanese touch) s dele-
gation of executives from the film company pattered
mnto his hotel room laden down with flowers and
bon voyage baskets It had been 20 mice (huss)
Brallowsky was great artist (uss) 11 be back as
soon as Chipa conquers Japan  Bradowsky sad
briskly  Apparently that hurt therr feelings be-
cause they left taling thewr flowers and baskets
TWhatever success you achieved n this test 1s helping
You gamn power over words The rmportant fact 1s not
the correctness of your definitions so much as the value
and disciphine you gamed from writing them
And now a final test of your learning power mn this
chapter You have supposedly either added to your
vocabulary or clarfied i your mind the meanmgs of
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the twenty words in this chapter Can 3on choos
column B below the defimition or synonym why
ench of those words 1n column A?

4

anthropology
coraplacent
1mpasse

B W -

4 exposé

5 cloymng
6 disabuse
7 b1 hingual
8 rancor

9 carte blanche
10 mmpmge
11 morale
12 portent
18 wirulent
14 terrestmal
15 prosy

16 magnetic

17 leer

18 duphaty
19 ecffusive
20 ultimatum

112n3mi4e
15pg 4t 15s

WOBE e w0 g o

P
1

B

bitterness

encronch upon

a bringing to light of som¢
bad

mental health

ominous sign

earthy

malevolent

make clear

study of human lustory
attractive

of two languages
lecherous look

blind alley

self satisfied

gushing

over sweet to the pownt ¢
pulsion

final proposition
freedom of action

dull

t. double-dealing

6hTk8agr10biid
17118t 100 2Wq

o w

aQ
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Your word sense 1s developing acceptably f you
matched sixteen or more items correctly

Don’t let your magazmes go to waste People mth
excellent vocabularies wnite for you every time you
open a penodical Your own vocabulary can be de-
veloped to an equal state if you will let it Indeed,
your own word sense can eventually surpass that of
any single wniter, for you will be taking the best from a
host of writers and combming all the elements m one
single vocabulary —your own!
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« L &g Quent, sophisticated «peaker

L% quiest s xto the recesses of bis mmd
oy (R itk the words that are buned there
Yo ool s ceeeiing vou will feel new power and
W v vout vesshulare, so take a deep breath keep
wn o' haody, and begin

5
(SN

Y Thoexe sre 17 common words endmmg in —AVER.
Tow many can vou think of? Trv to get at least
& bfore vou give up

1 aver 10 aver
4 aver 11 aver
S aver 12 aver
4 aver 18 aver
5 aver 14 aver
6 aver 15 aver
7 aver 16 aver
8 aver 17 aver
bt} aver

Percentage correet

6% for each answer

II It us probe n your mind-for words ending 1n

—~ENSIVE  The defini” | “ered tfS.

T 1 braver % cedaver 8 eraf % v
6 enslaver 7 graver 8. quav¥ ver i
12, slaver 14 - 1

17 aver,

1
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direction to your thoughts Try to get at least
five nght  The wmhial lelters of your answers will
be 1n alphabetical order

ensive (fearful)
ensive  (full, complete)
ensive (warding off attack)
enstve  {costly)
ensive (covering much ground)
epsive (causing no annoyance)
ensive (to an extreme degree)
ensive (attacking)
Percentage correct

0 =T & Ov W L3 0 =

12149, for each answer

The cnterion of your success with this method of
vocabulary improvement 1s progress an proportion In
each test, as y our introspective faculty becomes sharper,
the percentage of correct answers should mcrease If i
test I you scored 42%, test I should give you a score a
Iittle lugher and test IIT should continue that upward
swing  Keep vour pencil busy, and be certam to refer
to the footnotes for those words whuch temporardy
baffle you

I Now let us look for one-syllable words ending 1n
—~INK There are 15 common ones Try for

nine at least
o1 h e 2 preb 8 defensive 4 expensive
5 ext 8 il 7 1at 8 off
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9 earth L 18 lawful L
10 speech L 19 toplace L
11 thin L 20 todnp L
12 robbery L 21 go L
13 big L 22 glass L
14 rope L 23 permit L
15 wmp L 24 flat L
16 soap L 25 generous L
17 prase L
Percentage correct

49, for each answer

VII After the six exercises you've just fintshed, your
voeabulary “mauscle’” should have gamed enough
strength to pull you through tius final difficult
exercise  Wnte nest to each word another of
opponic meaning, still starting with the letter L.
Try for twelve or more

1 slavery L 7 big L
2 truth L 8 to open L
8 death L 9 low L
4 darh L 10 senseless L
5 sohd L 11 short L
6 figuratively L 12 find L

VI 0 land ocloam 10 langusge lecture or hinguisties 11 lasky
orlean 12 larceny or looting 13 large 14 lanat or lasd
15 lash 16 lather 17 laud 18 Iegal or lemtimate 10 lay
20 leak 21 leave 22. lens 23 let 23 level 25 liberal or 1av ,

VII 1 berty 2 ke S hfe 4 lght & hqud 6 lterally 7 httle
8 lock 9 lofty orloud 10 logcal 11 long 12 fose
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18 hate L 17 more L
14 misforture L 18 follow L
15 samty L 19 1dleness L
16 plam L 20 water L

Percentage correct

5% for each answer

Ths chapter has given you practice m calling words
forth from your mind when you want them Tt 1s
doubtful if 2 smgle word required 1n these pages was
unfamiliar to you Your problem was not to know
difficult or obscure terms, but to dart mto the recesses
of your vocabulary and haul out the one simple word
which the oceasion required

If you were uniformly successful, with a constantly
nsmg score, you may feel quite cheerful about your
word aptitude If, on the other hand, vou found the
gong rough, do not despair—the exercise was of great
value to you and 1 combination with other exercises
to come later, will make you a more fluent, more con-
fident spenher W or lose Leep at 1t Nothing can so
sharpen your word shill as actually workmg and strug-
ghng with and prtting your wits agamst words

VII 13 love 14 luck 15 hunacy 16 luxurious 17 less 18 lead
19 labor 20 lond
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II1
a wgenwty d gullible
b mahngerer e enervating
¢ erudition
1 The doctor spent a completely vigl at the
sich man’s bedside

His numerous degrees testafy to hus great

I do not believe you were really 1ll, I choose to think

that you are a

4 The with which the ant: awreraft gun was
built 1s truly amazing

& You are surely not enough to believe those

enemy claims

-0

w

a acumen d enervation
b dudgeon e garrulity
¢ redolent

1 He s 2 man of such great that your most

ngentous plan to deceive him will surely fail

I cannot stand his he 1s the most windy 2nd

tiresome talker T have ever met

3 He was overcome with after two successié
nights of sleeplessness

4 Yourplanis of all the cheap trchery of the
strong arm gangster

5 After lus public hunuliation, he left 1n high

M 1e 2¢c 8b 4a &d
IV1a 2e¢ 8d 4c¢c 5b

W



o

New Words Making Them Stk 03
14

a vindictive d gulhbility
b capnce e lucrative
¢ querulous

Heleft a job to work for the government.
He has such a reputation for that Ins fiends
tease him unmerexfully

It was just a moment’s , but see the havoc
1t wrought

Ina tone she bitterly assailed her musfor-
tune

She feels enough to go to any lengths to
avenge the msult

Vi

a vicarious d acumen

b pancrama e dudgeon
¢ mahgnantly

The disgruntled member left the meeting 1n great

The dehght we once expenenced at the
nevws of axis defeats has now become actual delight
Below him stretched a vast of rolling wheat
fields

His eyes glowed as he told hus story
Women of have no difficulty developmng lu
crative careers

Vie 24d

8Sb 4c &
Vile 23 3b 4c 5

a
[
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VIiI
a. redolent d querulously

b vmndictiveness e formudable
¢ caprice

1 His wie spoke of the furs which other
women wore

2 In a spint of mean she refused to give her
maxd the references which would help her find an
other job

3 She s a creature of , no one knows what she
will do next

4 Tt wasan atmosphere of the early part of the
century

5 She presented a array of reasons for not
attending the reccption

VIII

a gratwtous d gala
b cacophony e virago
¢ agile

1 She gave r and completely unnccessary re-
cital of her friend’s scarlet past

2 Sheisas as o monkey

3 She was cntranced by the of the city noises

4 Chnstmasisa occasion

& Do not clash with Mrs Brown if you can avord domg
so shcisa 1f ever there was one

e 48 3¢
b 44 BSe
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IX
a formidable d panorama
b virage e cacophony
¢ vicariously
The sea was a huge of foaming wiutecaps

She has the reputation among those who know and
fear her of bemg a

That 1s a task, do you think we are capable
of accomplishing 1t?

Though he had never left his immediate neighbor-
hood he traveled all through the world for

he spent his evenings immersed 1n books that told of
far away places

To many people 3azz 1s the extreme m
X

e agle d enervatng

b phlegmatic e msanthropic

¢ vindietive
He swung with grace from tree to tree
I you catch him o 2 mood he will refuse
absolutely to help you
He felt just enough to refuse to recommend
him for the post

people are usually happier than those who
are lugh strung

He found 12 hours of work too

IN1d 2b Sa 4
4

Se
“la 2e¢ 3¢

c
b 5d
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How to Enlarge Y our Vocabulary
Hare You Learned the Words?

If you can check the correct definition or allusion 1n at
least nineteen of the following 1nstances your ability to
learn words from alert contact with them 1s top-notch
A perfect score shows an unusual and superior degree of
word-consciousness

1

2

IS

o

10
11

Phlegmatic people are a. stupid, b unmteresting,
¢ unemotional

A msanthrope hates a good food, b manhind,
¢ liberty

Ingenious means a out of date, b useless, ¢ clev
erly contrived

A mahngerer shitks & responsibility, b work,
¢ frendship

A lucratire undertalung results m great a profit
b prestge ¢ wisdom

An erudite person 13 a learned b fnghtcncdv
¢ cowardly

Garrulily 1s o great deal of a weight, b talkative
ness ¢ love

Malignant means a uscless, b menacing £ hate-
ful

A person of great acumen 1s a ntelhgent b fool
1sh ¢ happy

Lnerration1s lack of o energy b fear ¢ emotion
Gullible people are casily a ntimidated b musled
¢ annoyed

c 2b 8¢ 4b &a 6a 7Tb 8c 08
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13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

New Words Malang Them Stk o7

Dudgeon 1s o state of a dehght, b puzzlement,
¢ anger

Redolent means a evil smelling, b sweet-smelling,
¢ remmdiul

A wnindichwe person seehs a revenge, b money,
c fame

A caprice 1s a a feehng of regret, b 2 sudden un
usual desire ¢ a type of food

Querulous people are a  quarrelsome b discontent,
¢ unwelcome

Vacarons expertences come 2 at mght, b secretly,
¢ without actual participation

A panoramais a an unobstructed view of a region,
b a plan of action ¢ the agenda for a meeting
Anything graluitous 1s a. unwarranted, b petty,
¢ useless

Cacophony 18 2 & musical crescendo b harsh and
unmusteal sound, ¢ a system of communication
code

An agde amimal 1s the & elephant b monkey
¢ crocodile

A gala occasion 18 o an important one, b a festive
one ¢ arecurring one

A wrago 15 2 woman who 13 o gentle and sweet
tempered b loud mouthed and turbulent, ¢ al-
luring and mysterious

24 Anvthing formidable excites a pleasure, b fear

¢ doubt

12 18 ¢ 14 a b 18b 17e 18 &
Ma 25>b 21b 22b 25b 24b






CHAPTER X1
Nine 5-Minute Vocabulary Fresheners

Here are nme quizzes, each with a two-fold purpose

1 To give you a yardstich by which to measure the
strength and extensiveness of your vocabulary

2 To show you how easy it 1s to learn new words

To denve the greatest benefit from these tests do each
one carefully, compare your answers with those given
m the footnotes as soon as you fimsh (Your amm 1s to
reach or exceed par 1o each test ) Then study the words
whose meanings proved unfamihar to you referrmg,
where necessary, to a good dictionary The notes op
posite each quiz contain sidelights on those words whose
denvation and meamng are mteresting Make sure to
pay especial attention to these

A httle ime spent on these pages can add 50-100
excellent, usable words to your vocabulary The profit
Jrom exercises of ihs nature 13 practically wncaleulable

I

Is a baby frog a catalog, o d I
eplog, or a pedagog? Of course you can’t be fooled by an

eas) one like that, but how about some that are a hittle
more difficult?

Scoring Each 1tem counts 10 pomts
Par 50
Your Score
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w

To exclude, by common
consent, from the rights
and pnvileges of the

group
a gormandize
b ostracize
¢ evangelize
d epitomize

Conforming to the struc-
ture pecubar fo any lan-~

guage
a phlegmatic
b axiomatic
¢ climatic
d 1diomatic

To improve

abominate
ameliorate
annthilate
asseverate

(=7 I -

A loiterer

a canard

b foulard

c petard

d laggard
I1b 2d 8b

4.4

6 Extreme
ment or
ment.

8 Pertarming
West.

Hew to Enlarge Your Vocabulary

& Glanngly and noton
ously bad

a flagrant
b vagrant
¢ fragrant
d mgrant

astomsh
bewilder

8 benefaction
b detraction

¢ stupefaction
d putrefaction

7 A nsng up aganst
awl or pohtical au
thonty

a circumspecton
b defection

¢ 1msurrection
d dissection

to the

a detrimental
b oncntal

¢ occidental

d transcendental

Ea Gec Tc B
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9 Withheld from public 10 Dissipating hike a va-

consumption, de- por, mpermanent
signed for the spe- a acquescent
cially imtzated only b convalescent
& atmospheric c effervescent
b chunenc d evanescent
¢ esoteric
d mesmenc

Notes on the Words in Test I

1 The ancient Greeks used ostrakons or white shells on
which to vote for the bamshment of an unpopular
office-holder

2 Idwm and 1diof are related, both coming from the
same Greek root In 2dzof the root means pecuhar,
and 13 found also m tdiosyncrasy In sdiom, the root
sigufies peculiar to one language

5 Flagrant comes from the same root as flame In e
way the adjective means flaming mto notice, as a
flagrant error, a flagrant breach of faith etc

6 Stupd ongmnally meant stunned or bewildered
Compare the noun stupor

8 The sun sets in the west and rises in the east The
Latin verb to set or fall 1s occrdo to mse, 1s orior
hence, our words occidental, western, and oriental,
eastern

9 Rarely used antonym of esoteric 1s exoterte

10 Eranescent and vanish are from the same Latin root,
ranus empty or vam
Ite 104
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17

In each group match the words in the left column with
therr categories in the nght column
Sconing 4 pomts for each correct choice

Par 50
Your Score
I 1 concertina a sphere of action
2 arena b disease
8 hyena ¢ woman
4 scarlatina d musical mstrument
5 signorina e anmal
T 1 maize a part of the body
2 maze b waste ground
S mow ¢ labyninth
4 moor d place for hay
5 maw e food
I 1 octaroon a storm
2 monsoon b comn
3 baboon ¢ musieal instrument
4 bassoon d ammal
5 doubloon e Negro
IV 1 cocon a vegetable
2 rococo b design
O I1d 2a 3¢ 4b Sc
IM1e 2¢ 8d 4b &a
M te 2a 3d 4c¢ &b
IVie 2b
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8 sirocco ¢ mulitary headdress
4 okra d wmnd

5 shako e beverage

1 stren a dullard

2 moron b rabbit pen

8 heron ¢ Ireland

4 warren d bird

5 Ermn e flirt

Notes on Test IT

An octaroon has 4 Negro blood A mulstto has %
On marnage of a mulatto with a white person, &
quadroon, or 4 Negro, 1s produced The octaroon
results from the umion of a white person and &
quadroon
Monsoon 18 also the name given to the ramny season
of India
Rocoeo was popular mn Europe 1 the 18th century
The style was florid and complicated and quite the
antithes:s of what we call ‘modermstic ™
A moron 13 the most mtelligent of the feeble-
minded be has the bran power of 2 twelve-year-
old Next in descending order 1s the vmbecile, wath
the ntelligence of a child of six followed by the
wdiof, who has the mental age of e baby of two
IVvsd 42 6e¢
Vie 23 8d 4b &e¢c
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II1
Scoring 10 ponts for each correct choice
Par 50
Your Score

1 1f you have been Leeping up even shghtly with your
history, you will recall that one of the following was
most delighted when the Eighteenth Amendment
was repealed
a the Meptomamae b the dipsomamae
¢ the hypochondnac d the chauvimst

2 Those of you who remember the lnte Harry Houdin

know that he was shilled in
o thaumaturgy b clur y c logy
d oligarchy e necromancy

8 If the seasons of the y ear arcof any great mflucnecin
your Ife you will doubtless be able to spot at once
the one ward below which does not fit in with therest.
a estival b nautumnal ¢ hiemal

d sumae ¢ vernal

4 A man with polygamous tendencies 1s ashed to ¥
press his fondest desire  Iis answer, choractens
tically would be
a “How I wish America were a strong dictatorship

Tihe Germany |
b *Ilong to be o millionaire and I e n life of case’
¢ If only I could evade the lures of the opposite
sex and remmn a bachelor all my hie!
nmibv 2a sd
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d *“Just put me on a deserted 1sland with a hundred
beautiful women!
e ‘Let me lead a life that will earn me the respect
and esteem of my fellow ment”
5 Which one of the following 13 now m Limbo?
a horseless carnage b the short bob
¢ political honesty d the bustle
e the one-prece bathing suit
6 Two of the followmg haven t even a remote connec
tion with weather conditions or seismic disturbances

a typhoon e temblor b cataclysm
b lampoon f squall 1 tycoon
¢ cyclone ¢ the doldrums 3 tornado

d hurricane

7 One of these “maniacs” has o persistent neurotic 1m
pulse to steal, usually without any economic motive
a dipsomanize b megalomaniac ¢ egomaniac

d pyromamac e kleptomanac

8 There 1s an nstrument which records the shocks
and motions of earthquakes Itisa
a2 mmeograph b hectograph ¢ geometer
d phonograph e seismograph f chronometer

9 A benutiful actress tells you confidentially that her
whole Iife has been a flasco She 1s trying to evoke
o Jove b trust ¢ admiration d fear

e sympathy f resentment
M4d 5d 6bandt 7e Be De
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10 “These are kalcyon times,” you hear someone say
The statement 13

o eucouraging b absurd c. discouragmng
d an exaggeration e ambiguous

Notes on Test ITT

Harrv Houdini was especially noted for his dextenty
1 the performance of wonders muracles and featsof
magic, to paraphrase the definition of thaumaturgy
8 Vernal, estival, autumnal, and hiemal are adjectives
meanieg pertaining to spring, summer autumn and
winter, n that order Sumae, however, 15 a hind of
shrub
Poly gamy 1s the state of having o plurality of wives
at the same time To a person of polygamous
tendencies the deserted 1sland would probably be
unusually attractive
5 The bustle hns fallen into a “condition of neglect ot
oblivion,” to quote the definition of limbo
6 Lampoon, an abusive satire 1n writing, and fycoon
colloquial for business magnate, have no connection
with the other words
8 Tarthquakes arc called seismic disturbances
9 Fiasco means o nuserable or ridiculous failure
10 Haleyon means ealm and peaceful  According (o
Grech mythology the halcyon 15 a hind of hing
fisher who was supposed to mest at sca nbout the
winter solstice and, by thus doing calm the waves.
IO 10 b

1

o
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Choose one of the several possibihties given under

each questtion  Scoring 10 pomts for each
Par 50
Your Score

1 A thespran would be more than bikely to
a treat minor foot mlments
b appear behind the foothghts
¢ dance a fandango
d pull a rabbit out of a hat
2 A terpsichorean would like to be a member of
Barnum and Baiey’s
The Rochettes
Piccadilly Circus

an o

ancient Egyptian kang
e A pohtical caucus

8 A modern mmrod would most enjoy using

A scientific expedition to excavate the tomb of an

a a fiddle b = fountam pen ¢ agun

d an egg beater e fishing tackle
A lotharo spends his tume pursuing

H

2 money b happmess ¢ women

d fame e business success
A nareissist 18 very much mn love with

or

2 s wife b women mn general ¢ himself

d Ins mother e s king
Wib 2b Sc e S¢
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6 You should be most afraid of your nemesis

a on Friday the 1Sth
b when trymng to draw to an inside straght
¢ after having committed some misdecd
d dunng any pertod of mental depression
7 Asthe vichm of an Oedipus complez, you are unduly
attached to
a plaving cards and other games of chance
b archery and other games of shill
¢ your parent of the opposite sex
d vam and empty boastmg
e attammg your ambition m the field of politicel
demagoguery
8 A gul who pc s nn Llekira complex
a 18 vain and snooty
b fecls inferior without reason
¢ 18 excessively attached to her father
d believes in & single standard of morals
A geremiad 13
a asong of lamentation
b & written request for an increased salary
¢ acowardl act
d alegal, but uncthieal, act
10 Actreers
a avery beautiful woman
b 2 woman who lures men to their destruction
¢ & woman with a sharp and malicious tonguc
d n woman of strict morals
IV6e 7c Bc 9a 10b

=1
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Notes on Test IV

These words are all derived from mythology or litera
ture
1 Thespis was the founder of Greeh Drama
2 Terpsichore was the Greek muse of dancing and
choral songs
Nimrod was the mighty hunter named 1 the Bible
Lothario was the name of a gay and unscrupulous
fellow n Rowe s drama, “The Farr Pemtent
5 Narcrssus was the young chap mn Greek mythology
who saw Jus own reflection 1 a pool and promptly
fell 1 love with himself
6 Nemesis was the Greek goddess of retmbutive
Justice
7 Qedspus, son of Lawus and Jocasta, King and Queen
of Thebes, fulfiled an oracle’s prophecy that he
would some day Lill lis father and marry hus
mother
8 Elehtra avenged the murder of her father, Aga-
memnon, by helping her brother to kil her mother
9 Jeremnh was the Hebrew prophet of denunciation
10 Circe mn the Odyssey turned her admirers mto
beasts (iterally)

38
4
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)’)‘

Fill1n the proper word for each defimtion  Your an
swers must end i ef or effe  Scoring 4 pomts for each

an:

W W -

[=2N——JN-~ N BY_ NN N

—

12

18
14

15

swer
Par 52
Your Score
We need 1t for wnting A
He belongs to royalty B
It 1s p wood or tvory mstrument used for beating

an accompamment to music or doncing C

It 1s plaved by two people D

It 18 worn on the shoulder E

It 1s the opposite of remember  F

ITtisajewel G

Tt 13 o small village H

Tt 15 something placed wmaithin T

She 15 o character m one of Shakespeare’s tragedies

J

It 15 o small hitchen X

It 1s a parr of spectacles with o long handle
L

It 13 o puppet M

Tt 18 longer than a short starv, but not quite book
fength N

Tt s o prepared egg-dish O

Vv 1 olphabet 2 baronct 9 castanct 4 duct & ,mr;z
6 forget 7 garnet B hamlet 0 fnset 10 Juhet 11 kite
enette 12, lorguette 13 manouette 14 novelette
1. omelette
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16 It is a dancing step P
17 It 1s made up of five
18 It 1s a small rver

19 Tt 1s made up of six

R

Q
S

20 It 1s a device for arresting bleeding T
21 Itis a disarrangement of plans U
22 Tt s & flower and a color

23 He

24 Tt means to sharpen

18 2 knave

25 It means still

follows

1

2
3
4
5

mcredulity
coquetry
propensity
penury
prostration

v
Y

w

VI

In each of the ten sentences below one word 1s re-
quired to complete an mtelbgible thought This word
should be chosen from the list which immediately

(- =]

10

v

rectitude
chicanery
carrion
compunction
anomaly

Scorng Each correct choice counts 10

Par 50
Your score

111

V 16 pirouette 17 quintet 18 nvulet 19 sextet 20 tourmquet
21 upset 22 violet £3 varlet

24 whet 25 yet



112

o

How to Enlarge ¥ our Vocabulary

The bewildenng eyvents of the morning left Myrile
mn o state of nervous

Some men find Susan’s attractive, other
women abhor her forat,
Ronald has no about telng the most

barefaced lies
Vultures generally enjoy feasting on

Ralph 15 & man of great , he bas never
commutted an illegal act 1o lus Ife
After several years spent 1n Tom suddenly

made a fortune
I do not trust Martn he 15 & master of double-

deahing and

Your story fills me with , how could such
a thing have happened on this earth?

His for figures explaing his ability as an
accountant

An ostrich 138 o (an) , although st bas

wings, 1t cannot fly

VI 1 prostration mmplc!c exhaustion @ coquetry: art of plsy
3 pang

ing with men s
3 carrion dead flesh 5 rectitude adhcrence 1o moral stand
anls  © penury extreme poverly 7 chicanery subtie
trickery B incredulity  dubehel 9 propenmty: leanng
towatd 10 anomaly irregulanty
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Notes on Test VI

2 Tronically, coch and coguette come from the same
French root The connection 1s found 1n the way a
cock struts to show off us fine plumage

8 Compunciion and puncture are also related, and m a
much more obvious way Thus the pnck of an
automoebile tire which might cause o flat 13 similar
to that prich of the heart or conscience which onght
cause unegsiness

4 Carrion refers only to rotting flesh
& Imcredulity should not be confused with wncredi-
bility The latter refers to a story which cannot be
beleved, the former to a person who does not
believe A smmilar relationship 1s found between
the adjectives credible and credulous, and ther
negatives wncredible and wncredulous

Etvmologieally propensity 1s o hanging toward

Other words with the same root are pendant, pendu

lous depend, impend, ete

10 Most mteresting word 1n this test 1s anomaly Any-

thing which 15 contrary to normal occurrence or
procedure 15 an anomaly All child prodigles are
anomales as also 1 a way, 18 Wendell Wilkie
who ran for the presidency with no previous po-
hiical experence  An odorless skunk would be an
anomaly of nature, and when the hon does finally
Le down with the lamb, you ll have the greatest
anomaly of all The adjective 1s anomalous

©
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Vi

The italicized word makes each statement either
true or false
Scoring 10 points for cach item

Par 60
Your score
1 A laconc person 1s talkative True False
2 Conscientious people generally do their
work cursorily True False
3 Amenca 1s composed of a heterogeneous
population True False
4 Stern people are usunlly wnexorable True False
5 College graduates are more erndie than
country yohels True TFalse
6 The Chinese nre known as an wmper~
turbable race True False
7 War 8 a panacea True Talse
8 The opulent usually ask for chanty ~ True Talse
9 Dinbetics must eschew sugar True Tale
10 We carcerale our crimmals True False

Notes on Test VII
1 Theinhabitants of Lacoms ancient nome of Sparta
were famed for their cconomy and terscness of
speech  Laconie means spaning 1n the use of words
the noun 1 laconiam
Curtorily—in n careless or superfiinl manner  The
accent 18 on the first syllable.

VI 1 false 2 false 3 true 4 troe & true G.true T fabe
B lalse 0 truc 10 true

w0
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Heterogeneous—of many different kinds oppesed to
homogeneous, of one kind

Eroro, m Latin, means to beseech The person
whom entreaty and beseeching will not move 1s
wnexorable

Erudie means learned, wise m book-lore The
noun 18 erudrfion

Imperturbable—not easily disturbed or excited
Whle the definitions seem sinular you can appre-
clate the great difference i the atmosphere of -
exorable and wmperturbable The Chinese are sup-
posedly wmperturbable, they mash their feelngs
The Governor was inexorable when we begged for a
pardon, he would not change his mind

Well known panacea of early days was the snake
ol sold by rtmerant medicine-men, 1t cured every
disease known to man Today the sulfa group of
drugs actually does seem to be n panacea Thus
meaning of cure-all may also be apphed mn & figura
tive manner Thus socighsm was once offered as a
panacea for man s economuc ills

Opulent—extremely wealthy This word, and its
synonym, qfflueni connote great abundance of
wealth and possessions

Eschewr—to abstain from somethmg wrong or dis-
danful The noun 15 eschewal, but rarely used
Incarcerate 15 the more boolash term for impnson
Another synonym 15 tmmure which 13 heavy with
the implication of mapnisonment behnd walls (Latm
murus—~wall think of mural, a wall pamting)



116 How to Enlarge Your Vocabulary
VIII

Answer yes or no to each question
Scoring 10 ponts for cach item
Par 80
Your score

1 Would you, as o mother, wish to expose
your child to pernicious influences?

2 Ts matricrde a common crime 1t Amenca?

3 Do you enjoy having your specch cor
reeted 1n o pedanfic way ?

4 Does a judge try to heep the evidence
relerant?

& Do gossipers calumnate the people about

whom they talk?

Do you commuserale with your friends on

their musfortunes?

Do you condone the actions of n murderer?

Do you find proliz speakers nteresting?

Do you enjoy workung under a martinel?

Do you consider obsequiousness an indica

tion of a subservient character?®

(=R | -]

bt

Notes on Test V 11T

1 Permcrous—hughly destructive or harmiul
2 Matnade—hiliing of onc’s mother

VI 1150 2no 3$no 4yes §yes 6yes 7ho 61000
10 yes
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A pedant 13 one who makes an ostentatious display
of lus learnmng His pedantry 1s annoymg He 13
pedantic A pedant 1s sunilar to o purist he wnsists
on strict conformity to mmute and usually umm-
portant rules  Another name for him 1s a precisian
Usually, however, only a teacher of some sort 13
called a pedant (and then the word has the same
derogatory flavor as pedagogue), though pedantic
and pedantry can be appled to anyone
Relerant—to the pomt, bearing on the question m
hand It 1s a common 1lliterate error to pronounce
this word as if the V preceded the L
Calummate—spread mahcious scandal The noun
18 calumny

Commiserate—sympathize with  The same root
(Latin maser—wretched) 1s found 1 muserable and
muser Literally, the word means to feel wretched
with someone

Condone—forgive Takes a direct object, 23 condone
his misbehavior

Proliz—long winded, verbose, wordy Noun pro-
Lty The word imphies wearisome attention to
trivialities

AMartuiet—a strict diseiphinarian  Inspector General
Jean Martinet of the French army, was wont to
dnll hus soldiers until they were letter perfect 1
every detail

Obsequious—describes currymng favor wmith onme's
superior by a show of excessive and usually m-
smeere politeness
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X

In each line arc exactly fiwo words of stmilar meanings.
Copy the letters of the synonymous words in the space
at the night of that line

Scormng 10 pomts for each

Tar 50
Your score

cuphemistic, b dulcet, ¢ mclodious,

blunt ¢ cugemie { flavorful

repudiate, b convalesce, c¢ lunder,

gunsay, ¢ savor { 1mpede

nsible, b contemptible ¢ portable,

laughable e credible

remimscent b volatile, ¢ nostalge,

avuncular ¢ obdurate

showy b pastoral ¢ urbane, d pos-
sesstve ¢ ostentatious

6 & contnte b satisfied ¢ bucohe, d rus
tic ¢ contumnacious

7 & complunmg b querulous, ¢ quarrel
some d depressed ¢ flighty

B o renegade, b npostate ¢ nowitiate
d pasqunade ¢ repartee

9 o sensunl, b spulchenl, ¢ professional
d amatcur ¢ funeresl

10 n carthy, b fuble, ¢ mundane d lnctic,
¢ concentric

™ 1be2cfSaddnacsacted7abRabbbol0s
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Notes on the Words in Test IX

The adjective duleel 1s generally applied to sounds
or other things which can be heard, as a dulcet
towce, a dulcet melody It means sweet, soothing to
the ear, ngreeable The musical mstrument dul
amer comes from the same Latin root as dulce
(duleis—sweet)
To wmpede 15 derived from a Latin verb meamng io{
entangle the feet The root for foot (ped) 1s also found
m pedal, pedestrian, pedicure pedestal, and pedom
eter The noun 13 1mpediment
Runble means disposed to laugh, or pertammg to
laughter, as 8 nsble fellow, or a nsible moving
picture  Dende (to laugh at) comes from the same
root To tickle the risibihiies 1s 2 common expres-
sion
Nostalgia 13 homesickness, a longing for pleasant
sensations, associations, or places of the past The
alpia pert, which means pam, 13 also found m
neuralga, and other less well known diseases
Anythmg osfenfafious has an unr ry amount
of empty decoration, 1s gaudy or excessively pre-
tentious  Ostenasbdle, from the same root means
shown o the eye hence apparent or endent
Bucohe and rustic are pleasant words pertmmng to
the country as opposed to the caty Other words
with sinilar meaning are rural, pastoral, and with
2 shght vamation suburban The verb to rusticate
means to spend time n the country Bucolic 1s

P
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more of a literary word, pastoral has overtones of
the simple life of shepherds

Renegade and apostaic both refer to people who
have forsaken earlier ¢ tments A
synonym 1s turncoat Apostate 1s a religious term
signifying one who has deserted hus fmith
Mundane 1s of this world, ns opposed to spintual
or cthereal things It has overtones of realism and
practicality as opposed to dreammess and flights of
fancy Questions of food and shelter, soap, bed
sheets, gasranges, sweat, for example, are mun
dane, music and art are not mundane




CHAPTER XII
Rl For Vocabulary Improvement
A Restatement of the Principles

Within six months after reading this chapter you can
add to your vacabulary a thousand new words—if you
really want to  You can do thus pamlessly and with a
mmmum of mmconvemence And by means of this
sudden spurt m your word knowledge you can accom-
plish a complete revolution m your speaking habits, a
radical change m the way you thinh, and & startling
extension of the number of things you are mterested in
These accomplishments depend on only two thmgs —
your will power and your mental attitude

The actual size of your voeabulary 1s of considerably
less tmportance than the rate at which 1t 1s growng
1f five or ten years ago you were able to recogmze
ten thousand words, and if today you have either lost
contact with many of those you once knew, or bave
become fammhar with, at best, an additional twenty five
or fifty, then your vocabulery 1s m a very ptful and
weakened condition It does not have the richness nor
the power of the vocsbulary of (for example) a person
of eighteen who may know no more than seven or eight
thousand words, but whose vocabulary has been 1m-
creasig ot the rate of five hundred to one thousand
words a year for the previous four years of hus Iife The

121
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he tested had an unusually large vocabulary In no
other particular were all these people 1dentical!

The facts reviewed on the preceding pages offer the
key to successful vocabulary improvement Six steps,
if followed faithfnlly, will bring y ou to the point where
you can continue to grow at the same rate as when vou
still considered hfe your oyster and were having so
much fun trymg to pry it open

Step I Consider Words as Symbols of Lafe

It was suggested at the outset of thus chapter that
you could, within six months learn a thousand new
words with & mimmum of pamn and convenience
This can mdeed be accomplished quite easily, provided
you get yourself out of the frome of mind which m
hibits so many enrnest seehers after voeabulary 1m
provernent Too often an adult who has made a defimte
resolution to learn new words has faled at the outset
because his ambition was solely to ‘learn new words —
2 tash which can become deadly monotonous after 8
very short time Many are the valiant souls who fill
notebooks with unending columns of words, only to be
enmeshed m a confuston and tedwm of therr own
making  Words, as separate entities, con become very
dull and tiresome Words are symbols, and symbols,
when viewed apart from the things they symbolize, are
weansome and unstimulating things  If you wish to
improve your vocabulary solely because you wish te
have o larger vocabulary, success will m all likeliood

IO DR
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But if you wish to improve your vocabulary because
you expect thereby to extend your mental horizon
because you intend to become acquainted with all the
things which the new words will symbohize, then you
will be letting your vocabulary grow m the same natural
and purposeful way m which 1t grew when most of the
words you now know first came mto your vocabulary

Step II Sharpen Your Deswe for a Larger
Vocabulary

The second step too 13 a matter of atiitude Do you
wish serously and earnestly to umprave your vocabulary
—so sertously and earnestly that you can keep the
desire constantly mm mnd while you are developing
the habits that will permit your vocabulary to continue
expanding? Or 1s the wish just strong enough to occur
to you every once in a while, and then to vamsh before
you can decide to do anything sbout it?

Vocabulary can, indeed, be mereased with a minmmum
of pain and mconvemence, but & mazumum of desire
and will power are necessary Ask yourself how Leen
vour desire 13 Until 1t 15 so keen that 1t takes perma-
nent root m your mund, you cannot expect to succeed
1n 1mproving your voeabulary

Step III  Become Word-Conscious

Now you must learn to become aware of the new
words you meet. For as has been said before you can
read & page with half o dozen unfarmbar words 1n 1,
and pay so little attention to them that it 13 just as if
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your eyes had never seen them On the other hand, as
soon as you determine to pay particular mmd to the
new words you meet m your readmng or hear from your
friends or on the radio, you will be amazed to discover
what a grent wealth of diamonds hes always been m
your backyard warting for you to get started with your
digging  Thus 18 perhaps the most 1raportant step of all
forcing your mind to store away for future reference
whatever new combinations of syllables your eyes or
ears bring to you every day

Step IV Lose Your Feor of the Dictionary

Learn next to make occasional excursions to the
dictionary It 13 not necessary to look up every word
you meet, or even the majonity of them Many words
will be quite clear from context those whose meamngs
are not discernible the first time you see them w!
gradually become more and more understandable at
each new encounter No, you must not ask yourself to
go to the dictionary for every new word you encounter,
that 19 setting out a superhuman task for yourself On
the other hand you should, as quickly as possible, get
mto the habit of thumbing through your Webster with 8
certamn frequency—say once a dey, or a few times & weeh

When was the Inst tume you Jooked a word up wn the
dictionary? And how mueh time elapsed between that
oceasion and the one precedng 1t? If y our answers to
these two questions make you realize’ use yon

make of the dictional 18 fa onee,
to resolve to change ob-
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viously, 1s the most powerful ally you can use n your
search for victory over new words—but it 1s of help
only if you turn to 1t frequently

_ Step V' Learn to Read the Duchionary

Using the dictionary need not be a chore On the
contrary, you can get the same enjoyment from a page
of Webster as from the front page of your mormmg
newspaper ‘The secret 1s sumply to apply your news-
paper reading technique every tume you open the dic-
tionary to find the meaning of some word Just as you
let your eyes dart over the headlines of world news,
pausing to read those items which pique your mterest,
so also glance at every word on the dictonary page
open m front of you Read the definitions of those words
which Jook mterestmg There 1s a truly prodigious
wealth of wnformation on any page you can turn to
facts about psychology, art, medicine, law mythology,
sotiology, physics chemustry, and so on without end
No other volume 1n existence contams so many jewels
of varted enlightenment 1n so small a space as the dic-
tionary Indeed, were you to read every page m the
dictionary, you would know a Lttle bit about every
field of knowledge ever explored by man

Do not be content with the one specific item of mfor-
mation for which you came to the dictionary Be
greedy Be a glutton Absorb as much as time and
nterest permut before closmg the book In this way,
every ttime you tahe the dictionary off the shelf, you
can bemn to make the acquamtance not merely of one
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word, but of a dozen or more Thus, if you open the
dictionary only once a day, you will be adding over
three hundred and fifty fresh words to vour vocabulary
every month—making one thousand words mn s six
month period & ndiculously easy goal to achieve

Step VI Drop Your Inlnbutions about New Words

Your last step 13 the one which takes you over the
lme that divides “learning words’ from ‘“improving
your voeabulary ”* Partly this step will be automatic,
partly 1t will require a certain amount of conscrous at
tention Words, like dollars, are useless except as they
are put wnlo crrculafion  You have not genuinely pushed
back the frontiers of your vocabulary until you have
begun to think and speak with the new words you have
learned In one sense, you need not worry too much
ahout this—as you learn more and more new words
your nterests will become so mamifold, so many #ew
1dens will crowd your mmd and your mind itself
become so increasingly alert to new concepts, that you
will find your thoughts bang transiated m langunge
which 1s fresh and forceful and virile But 1n another
sense, you will want to work & bit on this for of you
consciously determune to shed your imhibitions you
can hasten the process considerably The distingus
1ng charactenstic of the effective speaker 1 the abity
to express 1deas in mmagmatinve and colorful language
so don t ever hesitate to plirase your thoughts o ocw
words whose meamng and emotional flavor you thor
oughly understand
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Rephrased briefly, these are the steps which will
bring you success and satisfaction from a six months’
vocabulary mmprovement program

1 Reahze that vocabulary vmprovement really means a

broadening of your grasp of all the world s knowledge

2 Be sertous—a half hearted desire wnll end 1n farlure

8 Keep your eyes and ears open for the new words that

are to be seen and heard all about you

4 Use your dichionary unsparingly

& Learnto glance at all the entries on a dictionary page

6 Use the new words you learn

When your half year 1s over you will find that you have
done much more than gust added a certarn number of words
to your vocabulary You wall discover that you have garned
new powers of persuasion that you can read more under-
slandingly that you can more fully appreciate the 1deas of
others, and that you hae begun to tap fields of human
knowledge that were once perhaps twholly unknown fo you

The business of life s carred on by words—stock up,
Jor these are the days when business 13 impromng!






Section TIT

THAT BUGABOO CORRECT PRONUN-
CIATION






CHAPTER I

What Correct Pronunciation Is

Power over words logieally entails power over correct
pronunciation—but what 15 correct pronunciation?

Is 1t what the actors and actresses use on the Broad-
way stage or the Hollywood set?

Ts 1t what the members of the Social Register use?

Is it what the Enghsh professors at the great umi-
versities use?

Is it what the dictionaries recommend?

Is it what the pohtical leaders of the country use?

Is it what the people use in Boston? Or 1n the Middle
West? Or along the Atlantic seacoast? Orin the South?
Or n London, England?

Or 13 1t, perhaps, what your teachers taught you to
use 2 hugh school and college?

Correct propunciation 1s none of these, exclusively,
yet 1t 15 & combination, 1n part, of all of them

Correct pronunciation 13 the pronunciation used by the
great majority of educafed people throughout the country
Ths defimtion 1s agreed upon by all language scholars It
18 the principle which gov erns the pronunciations offered
m your dictionary Yt 1S the criteron by which a shalful
speaker1s judged It 1s the means by which our language
has changed, from 1ts Teutonic character of the sixteenth
ceatury to the modern form 1 which we now find 1t

TN
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Correct pronunciation 1 other words, 18 no more nor
less than current pronunciation The proper way to say
a word, by this token, 1s aumply the way educated people
are saymg 1t at the moment

Correct pronunciation has no relationship whatever
to phonetic beauty The broad sound ak 15 admittedly
lovelier than the flat sound &, a8 mn of Yet, though
prettier, bahth 13 mncorrect whule biith the less pleasing
sound, 15 correct—because most educated people say it
that way

Correct pronunciation has no exclusive relationship
to spelling  Warm and farm are spelled the same, but
pronounced differently  Fur and her and myrk are
spelled differently but except for the imtial consonant
pronounced the same In psalm, therc 15 o p m the
spelling but none m the pronunciation, while 1 hie
cough (pronounced hik up) there1s a p 1n the pronuncia
tion but none m the spelling

Correct pronunciation has no exclusive relationship
to clearness In handlerchief, vegetable and comfortable
the correct pronunciations are those which run all the

syllables together

Correct pr tion 18 not exclusivelv charming,
nor inpressive nor clear, nor cultured, nor glamorous—
1t 1s only two things—current and acceptable

The effectice way to pronounce & word 1s the popular
way You will discover that unpopular pronunciations
no matter what authonty or reasons you have for using
them are meffective pronunciations which rob your
speech of power not add power toat
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There 15 no Supreme Court of Speech, no final arbiter
o rule on the constitutionality or legality of a pro
wneistion  The dictionaries, to which we refer when
ve are 1n doubt about a pronunciation or when a con-
roversy occurs, generally offer a final and authomntative
mswer, but dictionaries do not rule on how you must
speak, nor do they make any pretense of domng so
They do no more than record how most educated people
are currently speaking—and the multitudimous changes
which are introduced mnto each new edition of & dic-
tionary will serve to convince a sceptic that dictionaries
do not try to establish trends n pronunciation, but only
record those trends as accurately as they can

This section plans, first, to discuss the popular trends
m pronunciation today, second, to develop mn you a
keen ear for these trends among the people whom you
know, and m the locality 1 which you hive and work
(for of course trends vary from group to group and from
place to place) and third, to teach you to use a diction
ary frequently and discnmnatingly when you are in
doubt about how a specific word should sound

Once your ear and mnd are tramned to understand
and mterpret pronunciation trends you will no longer
be uneasy about any of the words you use You will
know that your pronunciation 1s correct because you
have discovered, at first hand, through personal ex-
perience analytical histening, and direct contact with
an authontative dictionary that the pronunciation 1s

the one used by most educated and slalful spealers



CHAPTER 0

Three Things to Aveid

Why do you speak? To rehieve your feehngs? To
exercise vour vocal chords? ‘To mmpress your listeners?
Or to communicate a message, o thought, an 1dea, an
emotion? Obviously, the prime purpose of speech 15
communication  And mn communication, 1t 13 the word
and the thought behind the word not the form 1n which
the word 1s articulated, which 1s of greatest importance.

Henee, when you speak, you want your listeners to
be :mmediately and sharply aware of what you are
trying to say Unlike dress, speech should not be at all
ornamental It should be functional only Effectirs
speech 13 that which expresses a thought n the mmplest,
most economcdl way You have gamned genuine power
with words when you have tramed yourself to speak
concisely, with no superfluous sounds with no flossiness
or affectation

Judged by this pnnaple that pronunciation 13 cor~
rect which 15 most effective  Effective pronunciation
calls o mimmum of attention to itaclf The shiiful
speaker places hus histeners under the apell of his ideas—
he docs not permit his pronunciation to break that
spell e nerer pronounces a word 1n a way which 11
alien to the habits of hus hsteners for he knows that

such & pronunciation breaka the spell of hus thoughts by
138
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distracting the mnds of lus hsteners from the substance
of hus words to their form Form 1s a sterile, useless, un-
functional quahtv, substance 1s a tving, glowing nour-
1shing quahty By maklung your pronunciation conform
as nearly a3 you can to the standard of the generality of
educated people, you avoid drawing attention to your
pronunciation, you escape the danger that the form of
your words 15 detracting from therr substance

Three kinds of pronunciations weaken communica-
tion They are

1 alhterste or vulgar pronunciations
2 affected or ostentatious pronunciations
8 over meticulous pronunciations

Once you have learned to cleanse your speech of these
three vitiating mfluences, you have taken a long step
forward 1 gaiming power with words

1 Ilhterate Pronunciation

Effective pronunciation to repeat, calls no attention
to itself, either by design or by accrdent Effective pro-
nunciation meets & certamn accepted standard of edu-
cated speech

Exactly what that standard 15 n every mstance 1s not
too easy tosay Itisastandard youmust bear mn mind,
which vanes greatly from place to place from time to
time and even from social group to socal group

Ths much, howerer, can be saxd wnth assurance Effec-
hire pr twn 13 completely free of grossly liuerate,
vulgar and dialectal forms

~
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Substituting o D for TH (dis, dat, dese de fadder of de
famaly, etc) 1s discermible to the most untutored ear
Such a habit smachs so strongly of slovenlmess
speech a8 to make the hstener pamfully aware that
there 15 something unpleasant 1n the general character
of what he s hearing  Asit happens elementary educa-
tion 15 so nearly universal these days that few people m
our country are addicted to the habit of D—TH sub-
stitution Those who are generally are completely ob-
Iivious to their fault and react with aggrieved astomsh-
ment when their mannensms are pomnted out to them
They do not consciously prefer the D sound to the TH,
1t 13 Just that it requires so much less effort to make that
sound This mannernism, indeed, 18 rather a tohen of
Imguistic laziness than of refusal to conform to the
established standard The most cultured speaker may
find himself lapsing nto ths vulgansm much to s
annoyance and surpnse when he 15 over fatigued or
under unbearable emotional strmn - But for that matter
he will also find that he jumbles hus words, garbles s
syllables, and frequently stutters Tor accurate, care-
ful pronuncintion 13 possible only when the speaher 18
rested and composed
T1f y ou fec] that you yourself are somehimes guilty of 8
D—TH substitution, consciously listening to your pro-
nunciation for several dnva and purposcfully attempting
to eradicate the substitution will effect o rapid cure
Two related vulgarsms are the dropping of the G in
words ending 1n ING ({allan’, workan  hopin' etc) and
an the other extreme, over-emphasizing the final G 10
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these words Here agamn the human tendency to do
the easy thing 1s at the root of this mmor evit The
ending ING 1s, m fact, one of the more difficult sounds
m the Enghsh language ING and TH are a parr of
sounds usually never completely conquered by people
learning English as a foreign language <nd even m
natve-born speakers, a certain degree of Iingwistic so-
phistication and a modicum of skl are required before
these sounds are pronounced in the established and
accepted manner

To determine how successfully you yourself pro-
nounce ING, read the following words aloud

hopmg
seeing
making
loving

If the final syllable 1n these words, as you sav them, 15
wlentical with the word ‘2 ** or if youn detect a sharp
clear, harsh G sound at the end, you do not pronounce
your ING words correctly

The simple secret of articulating ING properly 1s to
heep the throat relased G 1s 2 sound which comes di-
rectly from the extreme rear of the mouth Say the
sound aloud and notice how far back 1 your throat the
vibrations occur Now, if you will train yourself to say
words ending m ING without closmg your throat, you
il have the sound conquered A httle practice here
asm the D—TH problem, will produce speedy results

There 13 a third facet of illiterate pronunciation worth
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discusstng A dozen or so words are rich n illiterate
potentialities, to express it oddly These words, when
pronounced o certamn way, are usually mdicatnve of the
most barefaced linguistic nancté—they are thus pro-
nounced almost solely by people with httle or no ex
pertence 1n the language arts  Let us take z look at

them

Word

accurate
catch
attached
athletic
elm

film
bronechial
mschievous
gnevous
faucet
mtneate
modern
mumicipal
defieit
accept
drowned
Tebruary
wrestle

Ilhterate Paopular

Pr tion Pr fion
al’ kerit al’ kyoo-mt
ketch katch
attackted attakt
ath a letic ath letie
cllum elm
fillum film
bron’ 1h 1l bronl’ Lee-il
mss-chee” vee-us miss’-cht viss
gree’-v ce-us gree’ vuss
fasset fawset
m trh/ 1t ' tnh it
mod'ren mod’ um
mu n sip”] mu mss’1p'l
de fiss 1t def’ 1 sit
a sept’ ok sept’
drownded drownd
Feb-you-erry Teb roo-nry
rassle ressle
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Because 1lliterate pronunciations generally exther an-
noy or amuse your hsteners, they detract considerably
from the power of your speech Your speech must never
amuse your audience, unless 3 ou consciously plan to be
funny, and 1t must never, without qualficatton, annoy
your audience 1f you wish to gamn power with words So
conspicuous are the illiterate pronunciations of the
eighteen words listed ebove that they force your hs-
teners to focus therr minds on the form of your speech,
rather than on its substance They permut your aud-
ence 1If 1t 1s the average educated audience, to feel a
momentary superionty over you Nothing, as you
know, so delights a histener as secretly to feel that he s
superior to the person speakmng, and similarly, nothing
50 robs your speech of power and persuasiveness as this
feeling i the minds of your hsteners

2 Affected, Ostentatious, or “Rutzy” Pronunciation

Many people feel that a very defimite and valuable
Lind of social prestige attaches to the pronunciation
eyether (esther) Residents of the suburbs are more
prone to this form than mhabitants of thickly populated
attes  And m the cities, eyether 18 more likely to be
heard from those who live 1n penthouses or expensive
duplex apartments, than from the more average and less
self-conscious citizens Sumlarly, receptiomsts, show
girls wartresses :n swank restaurants female music m-
structors, and front-office receptionists have a fondness
for this pronunciation not usually shared by male execu-
tives, magazine editors, college professors bank presi-
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dents, newspaper wnters (except society colummsts),
and other equally honest taxpayers

In some sections of the country eyether 13 a sort of
locahism 1 that all the inhabitants, nich or poor medy
ocre or disinguished, doctor or street sweeper, use 1t
Otherwise 1t 13 the one word 1n the language more than
any other, which serves certain speakers as a badge of
social distinetion  Or so these speakers think

Eyether 13 let us admt at the outset commonly
enough used to be considered correct, at least as a second
choice by most dictionaries Many people have been
brought up on this pronunciation and say it as naturally
and unaffectedly as they do their own names A much
larger group of speakers however, have purposely and
with premeditation schooled themselves mn the use of
this form because thev feel their speech should indicate
to the rest of the world that extra bit of supernionty
which they are sure they possess

Aninteresting facet of the problem 1s that few of these
people remember also to say nyether, though of course,
by all the rules of logic, if either joins high societs,
neather should also

Egyether 1llustrates two negatire principles of effective
speech

1 Pronunciation which indicates to the listener, 1n
howeycr minor or momentary a form, that the speaher
feels superior to him 1s tneffectire pronunciation  Any
such attitude on the part of o speaker, whether real or
wnagmed, 15 met with instantancous hostihity T'ro-
punciation which causes hostility 13 12 direct conflict
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with the primary purpose of speech, for an unfriendly
reaction thwarts communication almost as surely as 1if
the speaher's entire language were foreign to s audr
ence

2 Any pronunciation which 18 too conspicuous 1s m-
effecttve The listener’s mind should be directed solely
toward the thought of the speaher, if he can remember
Iater that the speaker belongs to the eyether school, as
he usually will if the speaker uses eyether, then some
part of his attention was occupied with the form rather
than the substance of what he was hearmg

Ether and neuther are entirely neutral, colorless, -
conspicuous words—as they should be, since they serve
merely as conjunctions and contamn very httle thought
When pronounced ecther and neether, nobody will notice
them When pronounced eyether and nyether, 1t 1s cer-
tan they will be noticed and there 1s at least some
chance that they will cause untation

The late C A Lloyd, noted language scholar and
professor of English at Biltmore College Ashwille,
North Carolina, told a characteristic anecdote 1 this
connection !

In the early days of the Far West a citizen of 2 small
town encountered a crowd of cowboys who were drag-
gieg a man belund them, with the evident mtention of
lynchmg him

“ ‘“Wart o munute, boys,” he smd  “What’s he done?’
‘ Stole nhorse, was the answer

* 'Well, that’s pretty bad, boys’ said the aitizen,
11Fe ko Speak English, Thomas ¥ Crowell Company
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‘but we need more law 1n this town  Why not turn um
over to the shenff and give lum » farr trial?
‘Yes pardoer, but he shot the man that the horse
belonged to, besides,’ replied the cowboys
“ That’s terrible, boys but 1t’s not your place to
settle with im  Let thelawdoit’
“ “Yes, but besides all that, he savs “eyether” and
neyether
‘Oh, well take him on out, boys* *

Secven other words belong 1n the same category as
eiher and nether These are

chauffear vase agamnst
aunt agam rother
avenue

They, too, can be pronounced m two ways

The Inconsprcuous, More The Consprcuous  Less
Popular, Hence Effective Popular, Hence Inefec

Way tire Way

sho’ fer sho-furt’

ant (very smlar to ahnt
slant)

vayz vahz

agen ogavne

ngenst agnynst

rather (xery similar to rahther
gather)

avenyoo avenoo
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3 Over-Metrculous Pronunciation

That o hitle knowledge can be a dangerous thing
applies as happily to pronunciation as to any other facet
of human living Thus you will often find, paradox:-
cally, that the person who has taken a speech course or
who has suddenly become interested 1n language or who
has decided to major mn Enghish in college will begin to
speak somewhat less effectively than he used to Ex-
actly m what respect hus effectiveness has dmmmshed
way for a time elude you But as you bisten to um you
are aware that hus manner of expressing lus 1deas has
mtangibly lost some of 1ts smoothness, some of its
casual power that there has developed 1n 1t that shght
degree of awhwardness that forces you, from time to
time, to think of s speech as a serles of separate words
mstead of a runming juxtaposttion of 1deas

As has so often been said before m these pages speech
that calls undue attention to the propunciation of eny
of its component or individual parts 1s ighly mneffective
speech While 1t 15 generally true that carefully enunci-
ated speech 1s more to be deswred than slovenly and
garbled speech, extreme meticulousness mn pronuncia-
tion 15 as much a fault, and for the same reason, as 1s
extreme sloppmess Sloppy speech 1s hard to under-
stand and hence uritates the listener, over precise
speech 1s 1n & certmn sense equally hard to understand,
for while each word 1s clearly discernible the complete
pattern of the thought 1s obscured by the competitive
prominence of every syllable that goes to make up that
thought Phrased differently, the speaker who has de-
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veloped the habit of crystal-clear enunciation speaks
words mstead of phrases and sentences As you histen to
the separate words, your mind must perform a Lind of
gymnasties to fuse these words mto understandable
1deas

The person with a rudimentary knowledge of speech
principles must be careful not to become self-conscious
about his specch  Self-consciousness robs speech of
power One should be word-conscious, yes, but not self
conscious when using words YWord-consciousness mahes
for confidence m speaking, but seclf-consctousness,
speech #3 1 anything else tends to undermine con
fidence

Meticulousness 1s manifested 1n three major types of
pronunciation

1 Theletter U
2 The vowels 1n unemphasized syllables
8 The letter T 1n medinl or final position

A The Letter U
The correct way to pronounce during 1s, according to
all dictionaries and specch manuals dyoorng By the
same cnterion, new should be nyoo fune should be
tyoan slew should be siyoo, lute should be lyoot, assume
should be assyoom ete, cte
Now let us test this prmeiple agunst what we have
learned about cffective pronunciation
Tffectice pronuncichon 1s popular pronuncshion  Lx
cept 1n a few parts of New England and 1n the South
notably Virgini, not five per cent of educnted people
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pronounce the letter U 1n the manner ndicated by the
dictionaries

Effectue pre 107 18 tNCONSP s pronunciation
Except m the localihies previously noted, this type of
pronunctation 15 so rare that 1t shouts 1ts self-conscious-
ness m every sentence 1 which 1t occurs

Effective pr f10m 18 unob us pr at
Agam excepting those sections of the country to which
it 15 indigenous, this over-emphatic sharpenmng and
lengtheming of the letter U 13 considered affected,
“mssyish® or pedantic by most skilful speakers and
down to earth citizens

Listen on the radio or 1n the newsreels to some of the
speahers whose power over words cannot be doubted
President Roosevelt Cordell Hull, Donald Nelson, Leon
Henderson, Henry Wallace John Dewey, Thomas E
Dewey, Nicholas Murray Butler, Elmer Davis, Deems
Taylor  You will not find a sharpened U i the
lot True the radio announcers and the readers of com-
mercial plugs whose speech 15 of necessity stilted and
artificial, lengthen therr U’s  So do some soplusticated
stage and screen actresses as do others whose speech 1s
theatrical to the point where it hurts

Then why 1s the sharp U recommended by diction-
ares, which clamm to record current and popular edu-
cated usage? Why 1s the blunted U not even granted
second place? The answer to this 1s that only recently
have authorities begun to countenance the pronuncia-
tion of words like student fune tube etc. without the
sharp U Only recently has the science of pronunciation
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veloped the habit of crystal-clear enunciation speaks
words nstead of phrases and sentences As you histen to
the separate words, your mind must perform a kind of
gymnastics to fuse these words mto understandable
1dens

‘The person with a rudimentary knowledge of speech
prmeiples must be careful not to become self-conscious
about his speech  Self-consciousness robs speech of
power One should be word-conscious, yes, but not self-
counscious when using words Word-consciousness makes
for confidence 1 spealung, but self-consciousness, m
speech as 1 anything else, tends to undermine con
fidence

Meticulousness 15 mamfested 1 three major types of
pronunciation

1 Theletter U
2 The vowels in unemphasized syllables
8 The letter T 1n medial or final posthion

A The Letter U

The correct way to pronounce during 1s accorduig to
all dictionaries and speech manuals dyooring By the
same criterion, new should be nyoo, fune should be
1yoon, slew should be styoo, lute should be lycol assume
should be assyoom, ete ete

Now let us test this principle against what we bave
learned about effective pronuncizhon

Lffective pr twon 15 popular pr el Ex
cept 1 a few parts of New England and n the South
notably Virgima not five per cent of educated people
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pronounce the letter U mn the manner mdiwcated by the
dictionarnes

Effective pr 1070 18 INCONSP pron
Except m the localities previously noted, this type of
pronunciation 1s 5o rare that 1t shouts 1ts self-conscious-
ness m every sentence 1n which 1t occurs

Effective pron 1on 15 unob 3 pr i
Agam excepting those sections of the country to which
1t 13 mdigenous, this over-emphatic sharpemng and
lengtheming of the letter U 1s considered affected,
“mssyish ** or pedantic by most shilful speakers and
down to earth citizens

Listen on the radio or 1 the newsreels to some of the
speakers whose power over words cannot be doubted
Prestdent Roosevelt, Cordell Hull, Donald Nelson, Leon
Henderson, Henry Wallace John Dewey, Thomas E
Dewey, Nicholas Murray Butler, Elmer Davis Deems
Taylor You will not find a sharpened U 1 the
lot True, the radio announcers and the readers of com-
mercial plugs whose speech 1s of necessity stilted and
artificial, lengthen their U’s  So do some sophusticated
stage and screen actresses as do others whose speech 18
theatrical to the point where it hurts

Then why 18 the sharp U recommended by diction-
aries, which clamm to record current and popular edu
cated usage? Why 1s the blunted U not even grauted
second place? The answer to this 1s that only recently
have authorities begun to countenance the pronuncia-
tion of words Wthe student tune, tube, ete, without the
sharp U Only recently has the science of pronunciation

4,
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been Iiberahized to the pomt where reactionary tend
encies have lost therr influence The doctrine that cor
rectness depends solely on the habits of the great mass
of educated speakers 13 a recent one and the dictionanes
have simply not got around to applying it mn the m
stance of the words we are discussing m this section
That eventually, say i the mext twenty years the
sharp U will lose its sacredness i the dictionaries can
not be doubted Judgmg by present day trends #yoon
and the rest will one dav assume their proper place as
propunciations peculiar to New England and the South

Sgmificance

If you have always sharpened your U s and if your
friends and busmess associates do the same, by all
means continue to pronounce words ke Tuesday tumor,
student, nursance, etc , as you have been accustomed to
domng If you do not find the long U a pawful sound to
hsteners, 1f you feel 1t does not detract from the effec
tiveness of your speech you have no reason to change 2
hfelong habit

On the other hand 1f you have alwnys pronounced
tube and tune almost 1dentically m the 1mitial sounds,
with two or to, avord schoolmg yourself 1 the meticn
lous pronunciation  What you are now 1n the habit of
domg conforms to the educated standards of present
day American pronunciation

B The Vowels 1n Unemphasized Syllables

0f, as an 1solated word considered out of context, 18

pronounced & So unmportant 1s this word so com
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pletely lacking m emphasis 1 most sentences, that mn
reghity 1t 1s almost always pronounced "» For example,
read these two sentences

s He came through the front of the house
b This 15 a government of the people, by the people,
for the people

You can appreciate how differently the of of each sen-
tence sounds when spoken
Meticulous pronunciation erroneously gives equal

promunence to all words m a sentence Speakers ad-
dicted to this habit Iabor under the delusion that ther
clear and equal enunciation of every word 1 a sentence
lends culture, tone, and mmpressiveness to theiwr speech
quite the contrary, 1t makes therr speech pedantic, un-
pleasant and almost meamngless Ag Margaret P
McLean pomnts out m her excellent book Good American
Speech,?

A great many Inglish sounds are pronounced one

way when they are used alone or an a stressed posi-

tion and i different ways when combined with

other words 1n a sentence or when used 1n unstressed

positions  If the first strong pronunciation s used

1 place of the second weak 1t sounds very artificial

and pedantic and 13 often called over-—correct or

affected

Swgnificance

Speahung effectively, vou will subordinate ummpor-
tant words Note some of these
*E. T Dutton and Company
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then “Than ’ 13 a conjunction
Braver than a lion

was Could you see who 1t was?
It was only a small boy

you The message was for you
Why do you think so?

your That was your fault, not mme
Get your raincoat.

The ahove list 13 by no means complete but it serves
to make clear the fact that for many words we can
not 1nsist on & umform pronunciation i all posttions

C T wm Medwal and Final Posiion

Although T 1s generally articulated by means of a
forcible expulsion of breath while the tongue hts the
upper palate of the mouth just above the top of the
teeth, & comparson of three words will show that m
nformal speech, the sound of I' undergoes certamn
changes Say these words aloud

tiny better wet

Tn effective speech the 77s m these three words are not
identical Only the first word contams ' 1ts pure
form In better, the T begms to approumate & D sound,
fantly The very tip of the tongue only 18 used In
wet the tongue 13 m the same position as m fimy but
considerably less breath 13 used
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Srgmificance

Meticulous speahers make the mistake of pronoune-
mg medial T (as 1 betler, woriler hutiing, etc ) and final
T with the tongue 1n the same position and with the
same amount of breath required for mtial 7' (tiny, Tom,
task etc) You will hear from them “It 1s bettt’er for a
wrilt'er to wnittt leftt’ers on & typewnif’er than mn long
hand ’ Or ‘The wetlt season 1s yelf! to come s0 I can
nolft permitit you to eatl here * Their speech as a result
sounds hampered, pamful, and somewhat foreign m
flavor

For medial and final T relax your mouth, take your
mind off the sound, speak naturally

This section of the book has but one philosophy—
that extremes in pronunciation are harmful Each chap-
ter has as 1ts Leynote the need for steermg a middle
course 1n speech 1f speech 15 to be the valuable asset that
skilful and persuasive speahers have learned to make 1t
It there 13 any single standard that leads to effective
speakung 1t 15 solely the avoidance of extremes What
these extremes are can graphically be explained m the
diagram on the following page
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Let the room nng with the sound of your voice, feel
those vocal chords of yours vibrating! Frankly let your
voice exercise and you cannot help discoverng m 1t un
plumbed depths of richness and strength

Here 15 the one way to strengthen your vowce Read
aloud a litle each day No extra time or effort 15 de-
manded Merely break into your silent reading, as often
as you can, and read o few paragraphs to the people—
or f you are alone, to the furmiture—about you The
first few times your voice may sound halting, stramed
monotonous But listen to yourself at the end of just
one week of this sort of daily practice the nmprovement
will positively startle you Better yet that improve-
ment will carry over into your normal speahing voice
and begin to startle others as well You will begm to
note how much more attention your newly developed
voice commands from busmess associates, from sales
people and from social acquaintances

Psychologists say that people whe do not speak up,
who mumble their words, whose voices are mdistinct
almost to the pont of naudibility, are suffering from 2
munor fear psychosis If this1s true asit probablyis the
mdistinct speakeris constantly chasing imself round the
most vicious cycle in existence Feelings of msecurity
and fear causemumbled speech mumbled speech mturn,
brings to the speaker s ear an awareness of his own lack of
forcefulness and self-confidence, thus adding to his sense
of inferionty this in turn makes im mumble worse than
ever Thiscan go on without end 1f somewhere 2 break 15
not made 1n these successive linkhs of self destruction
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That bresk can most potently be accomphshed by
practice The voice1s capable of attaining almost divine
beauty, as Maran Anderson and Lawrence Tibbet
prove every time they sing The voice can attain almost
perfect clanty, as Frankbn Roosevelt and Wmsten
Churchill prove every time they make a radio address
But these qualities of beauty and clarity do not drop
from heaven 1f you just wish hard enough for them No
one need remind you of the grueling practice that pro
fessional singers and public speabers must undergo
Their ability 1s the result of hard work, not wistfulness

Happily, learmng to speak clearly and loudly 1s com
paratively simple  Of all the things you must do to gain
power with words, trammng your voice to make those
words clear to your audience 1s the one thing which will
show results most quichly Does the habitual scenery
of your hife nclude people constantly saymmg “What?”
“How s that?”” T didn t get 1t!’ or leoking at you m
that perplexed manner that shows they are trving man-
fully to make sense out of the jumble of sounds which
your mouth 1s mahing? In a week or less y ou can change
all this  The five-mnute duly exercise of readmmg aloud
will produce that change with such rapidity and effec
tiveness that vou will be chagrined that you waited as
long as you did before taking positive steps to elummnate
your trouble

Once you've spent your weel. on the elementary steps
of reading aloud whatever comes 1mto your hands you re
ready for the advanced course For one weel more de-

vote a httle time each day to reading aloud the poetry
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selections on the next pages There are seven poems, one
for each day These contain elements of difficulty which
will challenge your sbiity Find o time when youre
alone and can expect a minimum of interference Make
yourself perfectly comfortable in your softest easy chair
First read the poem to yourself once or twice in order to
cepture the mood and become famihar with the poet’s
message Then try it aloud Dont reate, don’t de-
clam Read it naturally, meamngfully, but consder
ably more loudly than you are in the habit of speaking
Pretend vou are facing an audience of hundreds, with
all the slightly deaf people seated i the last row Then
read the poem once again and histen to your own voice
Are the words at the end of each sentence as clear and
audible as they are at the beginmng? (Most ‘mum
blers ’ start off bravely enough with what they have to
say, but falter when the period comes mnto view and
finally peter out lamely before they reach the last words
of therr sentence ) Does your voice crach oceastonally
because 1t 15 somewhat rusty from disuse?

Are you reading slowly enough so that even the most
untutored 1 your audience can follow the complex
thought of the poem? Keep these questions n mind a3
you read read the selection over and over until you are
satisfied wath what you hear your voice domg

First Day
UnwarMED by any sunset light
The gray day darkened into mght,
A might made hoary with the swarm
And whirl-dance of the blinding storm
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As mgzag wavenng to and fro,

Crossed and recrossed the wingéd snow
And ere the early bedtime came

The white drift piled the window frame
And through the glass the clothes hne posts
Looked 1n like tall and sheeted ghosts

So all might long the storm roared on
The morning broke without a sun
In timy spherule traced with lmes
Of Nature s geometric signs
In starry flake and pellicle
All day the hoary meteor fell
And, when the second mornmg shone,
We looked upon & world unknown
On nothing we could call our own
~—John Greenleaf Wiuttier

Second Day

IN a dun corner of my room for longer than my

fancy thinks

A beautrful and silent Sphinx has watched me

through the shifting gloom

Inviolate and mumobile she does not nse, she does

not stir

For silver moons are naught to her and naught to

her the suns that reel

Red follows grey across the air the waves of moon

light ebb and flow

But with the Dawn she does not go and m the mght

time she 1s there.

159
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Dawn follows Dawn and Nights grow old and all
the while this curious cat
Lies couching on the Chinese mat with eyes of satin
rimmed with gold
—Qscar Wilde

Third Day
ON FIRST LOOKING INTO CHAPMAN 5 HOMER

Mucn have I travelled in the realms of gold
And many goedly states and kingdoms seen
Round many western 1slands have I been
TWhich bards m fealty to Apollo hold
Oft of one wide expanse had I been told
That deep browed Homer ruled as his demesne
Yet did I never breathe 1ts pure screne
Till I heard Chapman spezk out loud and bold

Then felt I like some watcher of the skies
When & new planet swims 1nto lus ken
Or like stout Cortez when with engle eyes
He stared at the Pacific—and all lus men
Looled at each other with a wild surmise—
Silent upon & peah in Danen
—John Keats

Fourth Day
Ary the world s o stage
And all the men and women merely players
They have their exats and their entrances
And one man m his time plays many parts
His acts bemng seven ages At first the infant
Mewling and puking 1n his nurse s arms
Then the whining school Loy with s satchel
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Ard shming morning face creeping hike snail

Unwllingly to school And then the lover

Sighing like furnace with a woful ballad

Made to his mustress eye-brow Then a soldier

Full of strange oaths, and bearded like the pard,

Jeslous 1n honor sudden and quick 1 quarrel

Sechung the bubble reputation

Even in the cannon s mouth  And then, the justice,

In fair round belly with good capon lined

With eyes severe and beard of formal cut,

Full of wise saws and modern instances

And so he plays lus part  The sixth age shufts

Into the lean and shippered pantaloon

With spectacles on nose and pouch on mde

His youthful hose well saved, & world too wide

For his shrunk shank and his big manly voice

Turning agam towards childish treble pipes

And whistles m hus sound Last scene of all

That ends this strange eventful lustory,

s second childishness, and mere oblivion—

Sans teeth sans eyes sans taste sans everything
~William Shakespeare

Fifth Day

I 1o my heart in o nest of roses
Out of the sun s way hudden apart
In 5 softer bed than the soft white snow s 13,
Under the roses I nd my heart
WWhy would 1t sleep not? why should it start,
‘When never a leaf of the rose-tree stirred?
‘What made sleep flutter his wings and part?
Only the song of o secret bird
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Lie still, X smd for the wind s wing closes
And mild leaves muffle the keen sun s dart,
Lie still for the wind on the warm ses dozes
And the wind 1s unquieter yet than thou art.
Does a thought in thee still as a thorn s wonnd
smart?
Does the fang still fret thee of hope deferred?
What bids the lids of thy sleep dispart?
Only the song of a secret bird

—Algernon Charles Sminburne

Swzth Day
INVICTUS

Qvur of the mpght that covers me,
Black as the mit from pole to pole,
T thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul

In the fell clutch of circumstance
T have not winced nor cried aloud
Under the bludgeomngs of chance
My head 1s bloody but unbowed

Beyond this place of wrath and tears
Looms but the Horror of the shade,

And yet the menace of the years
Finds and shall find me unafraid

Tt watters not how strat the gate
How charged with pumshments the seroll
1 am the master of my fate
T am the captam of my soul
—William E Henley
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Scventh Day
OZYMANDIAS OF EGYPT

T met & traveller from an antique land

Who saxd Two vast and trunkless legs of stone
Stand 1 the desert. Near them on the sand
Half sunk a shatter d visage lies whose frown
And wrinkled Iip and sneer of cold command

Tell that 1ts sculptor well those passions read
Which yet survive, stamp d on these Lieless things,
The hand that mock d them and the heart that fed
And on the pedestal these words appear

‘My name 13 Ozymandtas, kang of kings

Look on my works ye Mighty and despair!
Nothing beside remams Round the decay

Of that colossal wrech boundless and bare

Tke lone and level sands stretch far away

—Percy Bysshe Shelley

If you suspect yourself of being a “mumbler,” this
practice cannot possibly fail to help you In addition
to getng you to spesh slowly, clearly, loudly and
hence distinctly 1t will mahe you particularly conscious
of your fault and 1n that way push you halfway along
the road to ehmmating 1t The first step 1n getting nd
of any bad habit 18 the reabization that the habit affects
you The next step 1s to desire heenly to loosen 1ts hold
upon vou And the final step—the one 1n which these
poetry selections can help you—is the actual escape by

means of practicing the good habit which will replace
the bad one
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Do not even hope to cure your habit of mumbling
unless your entire being 15 honestly and relentlessly
permeated with the wnll to change—not the wish, mind
you, but the ], and between the two there 1s a world
of difference In two weeks you can change from &

mumbler * 1nto a ‘talker —but only if jour will to do
this 1s strong enough to heep vou at your practice for
fourteen days without exception—even should Chnst
mas or Thanhsgiving or the Fourth of July come i the
muddle of this period As Professor James L Mursell
pomts out in Streamline Your Mind !

In the absence of the will to learn there will be no
wmprovement If one just keeps en doing somethmg
agan and again—playing golf selling msurance di
recting people at their tashs hstemng to music,
wnting the Enghsh language—without actively
wanting to do it better Jearning does not tahe place
One must feel every job whether of work or play or
social intercourse as a challenge tolearn Thisisthe
absolutely essential condition

f your will to improve your speaking voice 18 vigorous
enough vou can doit Try it—the results are wonderful!
1J B Lippmeott Company



CHAPTER IV

Democracy and the Broad 4

Nothing 1n the English language 1s quite so symbohic
of the strength and sweep of democracy as our pro-
nunciation—a proounciation fashioned, controlled, and
frequently changed by two forces popular opinion and
habit

Probably nowhere else 1n our national Iife 1s the voice
of the people so domunant, so mpervious to outside
control as mn the case of how words are pronounced

Take the single mstance of the vowel 4 1 words like
batk, fast, can't, banana, pass, etc For years the so-
called cultivated’ people of America opened therr
mouths wide on these words the way you do when the
doctor wants to take a squint at your tonsis ‘The
carry-over from Revolutionary days, of the Bntish
bahth, fahst cahnt, banahna, and pahss was the only
respectable way to articulate such syllables and all the
dictionartes of the time warned darkly of lingmstie
ostracism for any earthy speakers who found the broad
4 too soplisticated and patmnician for therr liking  But
m a rough and rendy country lthe Amenca the threat
of ostracism never bothered the common people It was
mfact with the greatest of delight that they flouted the
dictionaries and spoofed the more anstocratic of their
neighbors

165



168 That Bugaboo Correct Pronuncuation

As a result, the use of the broad 4 eventually became
an affected mannerism, save m a very few sections
of the country (such as New England), and was rarely
heard even from the most educated of Amencan
speakers Today, indeed you are far more hkely to
hear ahnt (aunt) and rahiher (rather) and akfter (after)
from a clubwoman or a Hollywood actress than from a
college professor or a hgh government official (just
listen to President Roosevelt or Leon Henderson, for
example) or an influential author

That the dictionnries no longer call for these out
moded pronunciations 18 a permanent tribute to Amer
can democracy and to the digmty and power of the
common man It 1s a minor, but extremely significant,
facet of that Amencan Way of Life we are now fighting
so determinedly to preserve

In parts of New England and m one or two other
sections of the country, the broad A 1s a local charac
terstic not an affectation Yt 15 certawnly m line with
Americnn tolerance and freedom that there 15 not now,
nor ever will be any Federal agency which will attempt
to force on the mhabitants of these sections the speech
habits of the rest of the country Lqually in hine mith
Amencan character 18 the amused contempt which
most of us have for the speaker who does not haul from
one of these sections and who yet stichs s nose 1n the

arr and subconsciously broadens the 4 m words like
chance, d ple, advantage, and the others
previously mentioned

0Oddly enough (such 1s the beautiful self-contradic
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tormess of & truly free people), there are half a dozen
words m which most educated speakers, from whatever
part of our vast (not vakst) nation, prefer the broad 4

These are drama, Lhak, plaza, llama, pato, and salve

As the situation rests at present, 1t 1s no crime, on the
one hand, to fiatten the 4 1o these sx words (dramma,
kalky plasza, patieo, lamma, ond sav)—the dictionaries
Lst the flat pronunciations as second choice— and on
the other hand, 1t 1s not snobbish to broaden the 4
(drakma, Lahky, plahza, pahieo, lakma sahv)

As for tomato—well, that s still a fighting word, one
on which the national mmd has not yet come to any
conclusion  Some of us like fomahfo, many of us prefer
tomayto At the moment, the round seems about to go
to the fomaylo users and 1t 15 perhaps safe to prophesy
that eventuslly tomahto will be relegated, along with
cahf (calf), lakf (laugh), and kakf (half) to the realm of
affectation

But this 13 & democracy—every man has an equal
vote, phonetically as well as politically And m pro-
nunciation as m far more vital matters, no ore can
really tell what the American people are gomg to do
until they up and do 1t



CHAPTER V

Recent Trends 1n American Pronunciation

1 Long A

Shall we say dayia or datte for the word data® Ignoray
mus or wnorammus for wnoramus? Staytus or stalius
for stafusf

The answers to these questions depend almost com
pletely on the busmness or profession mn which the
speaher 15 engaged Lecturers authors educators ed
itors lawyers actors journahsts commentators and
others whose work demands an unusual degree of skill
m the language arts are almost completely commit
ted to the long A (ay) mn these and simular words
Millions of other people of equal education—doctors
dentists, executives—whose dmly activities do not
1mpose upon them the same need for hngustic sophis-
ticntion use the flat A (asm af) Hence, 1t 15 obviously
mpossible to label ether of the two possible forms 23

correct or effective TWhat can be smd 1s that au
thorties bave generslly favored the long A up to
recent times but are now just shghtly becoming more
chanitably inclined toward the flat form though few
dictionaries have gone so far as to adout the flat A4 1
words like data, wgnoramus status grats, ulimatum
apparatus ete , into their sacred pages, evenasa gecond

188
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chotce but the facts of life do force upon us the realiza
tion that the flat 4 15 too widespread 1 America to be
dismussed as ‘ uneducated,’” ‘illiterate ” incorrect ”
or “dialectal ' Smce pronunciation depends for 1ts
effectiveness on currency and general use 1t 1s sumply
mpossible to mnsist that a farrly popular pronunciation
18 unacceptable, and hope that millions of people will
change their habits

In this matter, as 10 o0 many others, you must let
your ears be your gmde Do you personally, m your
own business or professional circles, more frequently
hear long 4 s than flat ones? Then you should use long
A’s also Do so many of your associates use flat A’s
that 1t wall sound as if you are putting on the dog when
youdo othermise? Your course of action 1s then ob-
vious

Three words however, do require the long 4, because
the flat form 1s not only used with ranity but mn addition
1s found almost exclusiy ely m speech which 15 otherwise
illiterate and slovenly These are radator avintor
and aviation Avod riddiator fivviator, and dvviation

Here 1s n fairly complete List of the words which
skalled speakers pronounce with long A

data aviator desideratum
fracas 1gnoramus pro rata
status radrator verbatin
ultimatum stratum gratis

mmplacable erratum apparatus
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2 The Brooklyn A

A rumor hes geined currency that among many
people born 1 Brooklyn the words below are pro-
nounced with the constricted A (8) thus, min hfnd,
cindy, ete (A asmn ciire) This1s one of the contributing
factors to the so-called Brooklyn accent The truth s
that this constricted 4 13 found 1n a number of speakers
m all five boroughs of New Yorh, and 1n many surround
mg sections as well It 1s an unplensant sound, highly
nasal and discordant and sometmmes denoting a foreign
background As this s a defimte localism which many
people poke fun at as it 1s easy to correct, and as,
furthermore the correct sound 18 much pleasanter on
the ears than the mcorrect one a few minutes of prac-
tice are strongly recommended for those readers who
believe they are addicted to this constricted 4 ()

To pronounce the following list of words correctly
and euphoniously make a conscious attempt to imitate
the vowel sound of hiit () Either on the left or nght
side the crotch of your lips should draw bach ever so
shghtly In practicing put your finger just where the
hips Jom and press back as you say the words

min not min
hiind not hind
siind not stnd
clindy not chndy
dindy not dindy
piiss not pAss

litst not st
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hits not his
piints not pints
clin’t not cin t
ciin not c¢fin
lind not I4nd
biishet not biishet
er'im not criim
fist not fist
fin not fin
tin not t&n

8 Words Ending wn -ABLE

In effective and educated speech the following words
recewve the accent on the first syllable

am’1cable for'midable
hos’pitable rev'ocable
lam’entable pref’erable
ex’plicable rep’arable
ap’plicable rep‘utable
com’parable

In the negative form the accent 1s retamned on the
same syllable in which 1t fell 1 the posrtive

mhos'pitable irrev’ocable
mex'plicable wrep’arable
map’plicable disrep’utable

mcom‘parable
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The one exception to this prmciple 1 disputable,
which may be accented on either the first or second
syllable

dis'putable or dispu‘table
The negative follows suit
mdcs’putable or indispu’table

4 Words Ending in -nE
The Amencan tendency as distingwished from the
British, 1s to pronounce the suffix 2le as if 1t were spelled
ol The following common words follow this primeiple

fragile ubeale  juvemle  mereantile
servile puerile textile domucile
versatile  hostile docile agle
fertile sterile virlle futile

The following words are exceptions to this rule, the
suffix being pronounced as if 1t were spelled auwsle

wfantile biblioplule
francophile profile
anglophile exile
crocodite reconcile
senile turnstile

& Amencan vs Bntish Pronunciation
In o number of mstances the British pronunciation
of a word contmuns defimite differences when compar
with the general American version Some of the words
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mn which our propunciztion differs from that of our
Englhish cousins are

American Pronuncialion Bruish Pronunciation

orgamzation organ-eye zation
avilization civil eye-zation
dos’ 1l (doctle) doe’-syle
hos™-t1ll (hostile) hoe’-style

fast fahst

leff (laugh) lahif

secreterry (secretary) secret’ry
canservatoary (conservatory) conservat’ry
laboratoary (laboratory) laboarat’ry
project proeject
progress proe’gress
process proe’cess

farm fahm

ate et

sl shee

shed; ool (schedule) shedyool
medicine medsin
crreumstance circumst nee
bm (been) bean

6 Words Ending in -AGE
In eight common words the ending age contams the
same consonant sound represented by the letter S
pleasure This sound 15 formed by the mouth m the
same way that SH 13 but 1t 15 o rorced rather than a
breathed sound The phonetic symbol generally used
to represent thus sound 15 ZH  These are the words
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AHZH, not AHDGE
barrage menage
camouflage persiflage
massage corsage
garage espronage

PRESTIGE (press teezh’) and CORTEGE (hor tezh)
contain the same sound Guard against presteedge and
Lortedge
7C

C 15 probably the most useless letter m the alphabet
Not only could we get along admirably without 1t, but
our pronuncistion and spelling would be considerably
more logical and simple 1f 1t had never existed

C 1s a parasite, doing nothing to earn its keep and
sponging on the letters K end § When C has the sound
K (as m cat), we call 1t hard when 1t has the sound of
S 23 m (atizen), we call 1t soft Generally (there are
of course exceptions) this rule works

C 1s soft before E, I and Y, otherwse it 13 hard
Note the following

Soft C (8) Hard C (K)
acerbity accustom
accept (ak sept, not a sept) catastrophe
flacerd (flah sid) cold
sucemet (suh sinkt) cut
accessory (ak sess-ory) clink
accelerator (e sel er a tor) crawl

Thus, whent a word has a double
C the second preceding ane, §, or
y eoch letter Leeps ats own sound.
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Celtic

ceramic (se-ram-1k)
taciturn

viserd (viss 1d)

8 G

viscous (viss kuss)

G follows the same principle Before E, I, or ¥, 1t 15
soft (7), as m gem Otherwise 1t 15 hard (g), as mm gum
Short words, of Anglo-Saxon origm, are the most fre-

quent exceptions to this rule

Soft G ()

orgy (or’-jee)

gynecology (Jye ne-Lol’-o0-jee)

gl (measure)

giblets

George (this explains the unneces-
sary first ¢, wathout 1t, the word
would be gorge)

gesture (jesture)

gesticulate (Jes tie'-u late)

manger (mayn’ jer)

mbe (jibe)

@bbensh (jibberish)

barbmger

mtelligentsia

longevity (lon jev’ 2 tee)

turgrd (tur pd)

orglastic (or jee-nss’-tik)

gibbet (jibbet)

Hard G (&)
go
guard
game

gust
ghnt

grass
prodigal
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8, hke G and C, has two principal sounds Z as
reside, and S as m st Here are the major words which
cause confusion

S (sat) Z (resde)
absurd usurp
absorb venison
gasoline resilient
vaselne abysmal
vise because
demise (de-mize’)
discern (de-zurn)
10 s

Disesses ending m s are generally pronounced
eye’ liss, not ee’ 18

appendicitis laryngitis
arthntis meningtis
bronchitis neurttis
colitis phary ngitis
tonsilitis

gastnitis



CHAPTER VI

Our Wonderful Erratic Language

Tt 1s no wonder that English should be a difficult
language to pronounce, even for 1its most educated
speakers Consider some of the pitfalls always present
m the path of the unwary

I Spelling 1s no criterion

a Varm and harm are almost identical m
speling Note how differently they are pro
nounced

b tough through, though, cough, bough, all end
mough In each case this suffix has o different
pronunciation

¢. Consider how perplexed a foreigner learming
English would be by pawrs like these

ghost and guest

palm and thumb
plumber and hammer
hymn nnd dim

d Oiften the spelling of a word 1s not even re-
motely connected with its pronunciation
Consider

victuals (vittles)
colonel (kernel)
177
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quay (kee)
solder (sodder)
phthusie (tizik)
S1oux (soo)

I A tremendous part of the vocabulary of Englsh
comes from foreign languages Dvery language on the
face of the earth 13 represented ancient langumges,
modern languages, dead languages and lving lan
guages Hebrew, Latin, Greek Sansknt, Hawanss,
Japanese, Chinese French, and Icelandie, to mention
just & few, have contributed tens of thousands of words
to our present-doy dictionartes Some of these foreign
words are anghcized when they are taken over mto
Enghsh, some arc angheized years later, some slways
retain their foreign flavor

For example

o From the French sachet 1s still pronounced
m a gallic monner (sa shay'), valet has been
angheized (vallet)

b Solto roce, from the Italian, has not been
anghaized (sot to voe'-chay), reea toce, front
the Latin, has been (vye'-va voe’ see)

¢ T elischmerz and wanderlust are both from the
German The former 1s still truly Teutone
m sound (velt’ shmertz) the latter 18 now
pure English (wahn'-der lust)

TIT Sometimes TII 1s soft ns m the hithe, blithe
sometimes hard, as i thing, hearth, ether sometmes
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like T, as m thyme And no rule can be relied on to tell
us which 1s which

IV Sometimes H 1s sleot, as in honor, sometimes
pronounced, as in kumor

V 00 may be heard one way, as m book, another
89 1n moon

VI CH may be sk, as i chaw, sk, as 1 machme,
or L asm pachyderm

VII S may be sk, as 1n sugar or sure, s as In stoe-
cure, 2, 48 In reserve, Or completely silent, as m provost
(pro’ voe)

VI Inemay betneasm feline or in, as m genuine

IX Letters which look as good as any others may
be silent, as m malign (ma hne’) or viscount (vye-count),
or letters which look too 1mnocent to be of any use may
require an entire syllable for themselves, as 1 coyote
(kye-o’ tee) or ague (ay’ gyoo)

These mine prinaiples do not by any means exhaust
the pecuhanties and rdiosyncrasies of Enghsh pronun-
aation  They are sufficient, however, to mdicate the
great complexity and delightful confusion of our lan-
guage An educated Frenchman or German or Span-
1ard can pronounce perfectly any word in lus Ianguage
with which vou may wish to confront him—and this
statement holds whether he s ever seen the word before
ornot Pronunciation hews obediently to defimite rules
m these and other languages, the exceptions if any,
are infrequent and unimportant



180 That Bugaboo Correct P !

But, ah, Enghsh! What a langunge! Confusing
perplexing, without rhyme or reason, yet spoken with
varyng degrees of ease, accuracy, and fluency by
130 000 000 people 10 our own country, and by milions
more throughout the world

Yes, 1t’s o wonderful language—the full scale of its
mtricacies can scarcely be more than hinted at even iz
a book as large as this one

But let us sce whether we can’t get o little order ont
of the seeming chaos

1

The following words, among others, contam letters
which careless speahers often gaily 1gnore

arctie (arh’ tik) government (guv’ urn
suggest (sugg jest”) ment)
epitome (e pit’-o-mee) strength (strenkth)
dulettante (A1 o tin’ tee) length (lenkth)
canape (han 1 pay”) esghth (ay? th)
flacerd (flal’ sid) sucemet (suk smkt’)
accessory (nk sess’-or-ec)  zoologeal (zoe-o lo)’ tkal)
ague (ay’ gyoo)

)

Some words, on the contrary, contamn letters which
are silent
mdiet (in-dyte”) bagmio (biin’-yo)
malgn (ma Iyne’) forckead (forrid)
poynant (poyn’-nt) solder (sodder)
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piquant (peeh’ mt) viscount (vye'-count)

chestnut (chess nut) Taln (all)

boatswain (bds n) herb (erb)

comptroller (kon trole’-er) offen (offen)

gunwale (gunnel) mbrogho (1m brole’-y 3)
3

Words ending 1n 2n¢ are pronounced 1n one of three
ways long I (1), short I (1) orlong E (&) There1s no
rule to help you, and your only salvation 1s to memo-
nize the following hsts

1 () 1 (1ne) & (een)
aquiline alkaline submarine
elephantine asinine peregrine
genuine canine nectarine
herome concubine nicotine
Philistine turpentine benzine

(fY Liss’ tin) leomne gusoline
saccharine saturnine cuwsine (hwee-zeen”)
gelatme serpentme guillotine
feline {g1l-o teen”)
bovine
4

A large proportion of our two- and three-syllable
words endingin 2 have come from 1rench In French
the digraph e 1s alwavs pronounced ay  Some of these

words retmn therr Gallic flavor—some have been
angheized
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In the following, H 1s silent

veliement

profiihition

veliele

Herb

10
Few people find any difficulty with the diphthong 00

True, 1 some words, it 15 pronounced long, as 1n boot,
n others short, as 1n book and no rules or prineiples
can be relied on to tell you which 1s whichk  So common,
however, are these words, that no spesher 1s ever
troubled by them Ironically, however people who are
word-conscious hear 1solated pronunciations like rdm
(56 s 1n hook), r56f sdon, brovm, from speahers whose
lingwstic habsts have o British or Western flavor—
they hear these pronunciations, as I say, and humanly
enough wonder if they have been mispronouncing these
words all ther ives  For, as you would expect when
they hear these words pronounced unobtrusitel}
(rodm—00 as m food—roaf, soon, braom, ete ), they do
not notice them which 15 as 1t should be I hope this
scction will set their fears ot rest Room 13, s30n
brd0m are correct, unaffected pronunciations Hoof 18
pronounced kiwf hoofs 1s hofs, but seot 13 43!

27
For o tune, lexicographers recorded words like et
latiwre quabtatire, and quantitatice, with only anc accent
and that on the first syllable That perforce necessitated
giving the 6 m the atire suffix o sound close to short ¢
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(¢, asmb&d) The result was a delightful South London
concoction ley’ 1ss 1&-tiv, Lwahl’' Y t& tiv, kwahn'-ti-
t&-tiv, etc  DMost of us paid no attention to this attempt
to foist a Briticism on us, and finally, 1n 1986, the new
Webster gave m to the simple, American habit and
ruled that ley’-1ss Iy’-tiv, kwahl’ ¥ tay’ tiv and hwahn'-
! tay’-tiv, were the only allowable forms In these pro-
nuncations the primary accent 1s on the first syllable,
the secondary accent on the next to the last syllable

Some atire words allow a second pronunciation, as
ndicated mn the footnote

ac-cim’ @ 1a'-tive *im dg’ m &' tive
ad min’ 15 trd’ tive m ter’ pre-ti'-tive
*ap pré'-c1 @'-tive leg’ 195 18’ tave
(c=sh) med’ 1 ta’ tive
au thor’ 1 ti'-tive qual’1td’ tive
com mit’ m-cd’ tive quan’-t1 ti'-tive
*co-op’-er 4’ tive spec’ u la’ tive
*dec’-or 4’ tive veg'-e-ti’ tive
12

EX mav be pronounced 1 two ways cks and eggz
Watch these

EKS EGGZ
exile (eks’ 1le) exhibit
exhibition exotic
exit

*But appre’-cintive coop’emtive dec’-orative and 1mag’ wative
2re also pronounced with a single accent as indicated.
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Luzury 18 pronounced luk’-shobr-ce, luzuron
lug zhoor'-eeus

13

CH has three possible pronunciations TSH s
charr, K as mn chaos, SH as 1 machme Gener
TS8H 13 an Anglo-Saxon sound and 1s found m ng
Englsh words, K 13 o Greek sound found in word
Greek dertvation, SX ts o French sound found 1n w
of French ongmn

CH--(T5H) cl—(K) CH—(SH)
chair arch angel champagne
chase archeology chauvimsm
arch hierarchy chagnin
arch bishop Archimedes chic
champion  chaos (sheeh)
chasm chicanery
epoch (stn Lay’ ne-re
archme
archipelago
chyropodist
(kye rop’-o-dist)
or
(LY rop’-o-dist)
chumera
(k1 mee’ ra)

Bach, the compoaser, retans 1ts German pronunciati
BaK—a as m fatber A a garghng sound



Qur Wonderful Erralic Language 187
1}

NG 13 a native Enghsh sound, found, to my knowl-
edge, 1n no other language (French has a similar sound,
but much more nasal in character) It s for that reason
that foreigners have so much trouble with this simple
digraph, a speaker accustomed to a tongue other than
Englhsh, or brought up m a home where some other
language was spohen, tends to “click” his NG's, thus
singger, Longg Gisland, goingy gaway, ete

Now, as a matter of fact, the NG chcl. 1s not neces-
sarly a foreign sound We use it 1n 2 host of words like
English, finger, linger, anger, etc  What the foreigner
does 1s use 1t mdiscriminately and always, even m
words like singer and along and wnging

The natrve American does not need rules to know
when to chck and when not to  And, ronically, smce
no rules are necessary, a perfectly fine rule, with only
four exceptions exists Let me give 1t to you f you're
curious, or if you think you sometimes have difficulty
with your NG s

Rule for Pronunciuation of NG

A NG at the end of a word 1s never clicked
lon(g), sin(g), win(g), han(g)

B When NG occurs 1n the body of a word, drop
all the letters followmg it If a real word 1s then
left, do not click
Ezample 1 Simger, drop er Sing a real word,

remams Do not click sin(g)er
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Ezample 2 langer,drop er Iing,s non-exste
word, remams Chck (Lingger)
Ezample 3 Clanging Drop 1ng Clang, & ¢
word, remams Do not cle
Clan{g)mn(g)
And here are the four exceptions These words are {o
cheled, though they violate the rule enunciated aboy

1 longer (longger) and longest (longgest)

2 younger (youngger) and youngest {younggest)
S stronger (strongger) and strongest (stronggest)
4 clangor (clanggor)

Test vour understanding of this rule In the next exe
ase check either column A or B, according to the N
prineiple

A B A B
Word (click) (do not click) Word (chck) (domo
finger lung
longest clinging
younger spangle
smging dangle
hangar angle
hanging tingle
hinger tang
wringer twang
wnnging song
long songster

strong songstress
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A B A B
Word (chek) (donot click) Word (chek) (do not)
young bringing
clang losing
Long Island wangle
worbing angler
English bungle
angry nng
anger ringer
angered rmgmng

To check up on yourself, find the words above 1n the
following chart

A (cheh—ngg) B (do not cheh—n(g))
finger spangle singng lung
Jongest dangle hangar clinging
youngest angle hanging tang
linger tmgle wringer twang
Enghish  wangle wrngmg song
angry angler Jong songster
anger bungle strong bringing
angered young losing

clang g

Long Island ninger

working nngng
15

A farrly rehable rule 1s that afe as a suffix in nouns or
adjectires 1s pronounced ¢, as o suffix in verbs, 1t 1s pro-
nounced ayt
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episbde — episSdic
gnéme — gndmic
athlete ~— athl8tic
compéte — compétitive

There are, as you see, certain broad principles opers
tive n Amencan pronunciation A study of the worh
of these rules will give you not only a deep understand
mg of why we talk the way we do more mportan!
1t wll lend confidence and effectiveness to your oW

speech
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fiar
el

prt

CHAPTER VIU

Check up on Yourself

This chapter 1s suply e hst of words words which
skilful, effective speakers pronounce a certam way
Some of them are tricky because they are “reading”
rather then “speabing words That 15, you will come
across them over and over on the printed page, but
actually say them nfrequently Hence, you may easily
have blundered into mental mispronunciations and
never have had the opportunity to chech yourself or be
cheched by your listeners

A number of words 1n particular are those which lend
themselves all too easily to slovenly articulation Others
sonnd so different from the way they are spelled that
nuspronunciation 18 often too tempting to be resisted

And still others may be m that large class of words
which have two pronuneations one infinitely preferable
1o the other In these nstances, the preferable pronun-
cation only will be listed

The best and most helpful way to go through tins
chapter 13 to cover the right hand column 1n which the
phonetic respellings are offered with a blagk card Say

each word 1n the left-hand column, nloud Check at

once with 1ts pronunciation by shifting your card one

lme If your pronunciation and the one offered check

well and good If they do not, mark the word and con
158
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Word

brooch
squald
nausen
nauseate
fjord
finis
egregious
zoology
virago
faleon
quay
plebeinn
saerilegious
nonpareil
flacerd
phthisis
yclept
decade
suave

Pronunciation

7 broach

8 squilid, not squiahd

9 paw’ sha not naw’ zee-a
10 naw' she ate
11 fyord
12 fye’ niss, not fec-nee’
18 e-gree’-yss
14 zoe-ol'-o jee
15 vir oy’ go
16 fawl’ lun

17 hee

18 ple-bec’-m
19 sac n lee’-juss
20 non pa r&l’
21 flah'-;d
22 thy’ siss (th as m think)
28 ec-Ligpt
24 dtck’ iide
25 swahv

Your score

Group III (Par 15)
Try these in the same wa)

Word
with

associate

Pronunciafion
1 with (th ds mn the pot as 1B
think)
2 nso’ she-nte
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Word

association
appreciate,
appreciation
pecan
travail
radiator

comparable

1llustrate
orgy

often
coupé
coupon
exquisite
pomegranates
vanilla
romance
secretive
dingible
scourge
clandestine

posthumous
geol

saga

harass
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Pronunciaiion

a so’ see a shun

ap pree’ she-ate, ap pree’-she-
a shun

pe-cin’, not pe-can’ (& = ah)
triiv’-ayl

ray’ dee-ay-ter, not riid’-ee ay-
ter

com’ per-a ble, not com par’-
able

1'-lis trate, not 1l luss’-trate
or’-jee not or’ gee (g as1n gurl)
offen, not off-ten

coo-pay’ not cdop

Loo’-pon, not kyoo’-pon

ehs’ kwiz 1t

pum-gran’-its

va ml’ la, not v1 nel-la
ro-mance’, not ro’ mance
se-cree’ tiv, not see’-cre tiv
dir” 1) 1ble, not di ' ible
skiir)

clan-dess’ tin, not clan’-di-
styne

poss’-chu muss

jale

shga (b as m father)

harns preferable to ha rass’

Your score
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If your score 1n this group was an improvement how
ever slight, over Group I, you are developing 2 definite
faculty for correct pronunciation

Group IV (Par 18)

Word Pronunciation
1 traverse 1 tra’ virss not trn vurss’
2 gbsolutely 2 ab so-loot lee
8 isolate 8 eye’ so-late not 1ss"-o-late
4 positively 4 poz’ 1t lec
5 bicycle & bye sichle
6 direct 8 dY rect’, not dye’-rect
7 pomard 7 pon’ yerd
8 vineyard 8 vin’ yerd
9 1gnominy 9 1’ no-minny
10 1gnomunious 10 1g no-mun’-ec uss
11 impious 11 1m’ pee-uss
12 pecuhanty 12 pe-kyool'ce-ir 1 tee
18 era 18 e¢'ra
14 enigma 14 e-mig’ ma
15 amateur 16 am’ a-cher or nm’ 2 tur
16 cancature 16 car’ 1ca-cher, not carie’ a
cher
17 perfunctory 17 per funk’ ter-ce
18 chque 18 clecl not chek
19 diven 19 dve’ van
20 irony a0 ¢ye ron-ce not eye-er nec
21 strength @1 strinkth 13nkth not strinth

length Itnth
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Word

width
culinary

panacea

Check up on Yourself

Pronunciation

22 widd th, not with
23 cyoo’ I nerry
24 grye’-mee
25 pan a-see’-n
Your score

1989



CHATTER VIII
How to Say It

Notes on the Pronuncuation of Certmn
Interesting Words

ABDOMLN Tor a time authonties tore their har and
gnashed their teeth when they heard this word fic-
cented on the first syllable (ab’domen) Alost of us
call 1t stomach, which everyone pronounces the same
despite the odd speling  The stomach 1s, admittedly,
the wnternal organ, and when we usc the word we
generally have m mimnd the exfernal surface which 1s
properly the abdomen, or belly only the Intter word
sounds vulgar to those of us who possess tender and
easihv offended cars The class of peaple most fre-
quently using the word abdomen would of course be
physicians, and most mediocos I have hstened to
accent the word the way the professors call incorrect.
One dictionary at least the Iifth Ldition of the
Mermam Webster now accepts ab’domen as sccond
choice hsting abdo’nien as first but it 1s apparcnt that
ab'domen 1s the more popular form and will doubtless
eventually be recognized as such

ABSOLUTELY TLixcept for emphasts, the accent falls
on the fitst syllable (ab’solutely) The same rule
applies to positively (positinely)

200
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ABSORB Hiss the S, don’t buzz 1t Dutto for absurd

ACCLIMATE Ac Lly’-mt 1s still the more popular
form, though ac’-ch mayt 1s offermg some competi-
tion

ADVERTISEMENT Ad-ver-tiz ment or ad-ver-
tize’ ment ‘Thev re equally good and don t let any-
one tell you otherwise

APRICOT Ap’ n-cot 15 more popular, though some
dictionaries 1nsist on ay’ pri-cot

ATHLETICS Three syllables only, not four

AU REY OIR Tf you must use this silly and unncces-
sary form (good bye 1s good enough for most of us)
pronounce 1t correctly O’ Re-vwahr'

AWRY Aw-rye’ only!

BECAUSE Buzz the S, don’t hiss it

BONA FIDE Enough spenkers silence the final E
(bona fyed) to make 1t acceptable, though all suthor-
ties entreat you to add that extra syllable (bona
fy ‘dee)

BOUQUET Let the first svllable sound as if you're
trying to frighten the pesky Lad next door (boo!)

BROOCH proves that spelling 1s no criterion  Call 1t
a broach

CHIC Identical with sherk m the best usage Cligue
rhymes Shick and chiek have a famt tamt of illiter-

acy

COMBATANT Bear down with all vou ve got on the
com ship Lightly over the bat

DEBUT No reason to Leep the uneuphontous Gallic
flavor Anghesze it to de-byco’
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PANACLCA Tan asee' n

PLRFUME Accent erther syllable

PERSPIRATION Press p1 ration 18 had stuff

PHTHISIC It means tuberculosss, and 1t’s pro-
nounced tizh 50 help me

POT POURRI You have to go the whole hog on tiis
Frenchy term poe’-poo’ ree’

PRET 1CE Noun or verb stress the pref

PRIMA T'ACIE 1t 8 a handy lcgal term, and even the
lawyers pronounce 1t correctly pry‘ma fay’ she

QUAY 1lold on tight, because Aee 1s the only way to

y 1t.

REMONSTRATE 1Its re-mon’-strate even though
it 8 dem’-on strate

ROBUST Those who know rhyme 1t with ¢ Go bust!

RIBALD Short I rib’ 1d

SECRETIVL The pronunciation of secret tempts
many speahers to accent the first syllable of secretice,
but the authonties demand, and most shilled speak-
ers concur 1n, se-cree’ tive

SENILE Tlus 1s an exception to the usunl practice of
shortening the I 1n the ILF ending  See nyle 1s the
popular form though you li be able to find o diction
ary to back jou up on seen’ 1}l senn’ 1l or senn’-yle

STRENGTII lere ns also in length the G should be
pronounced and with almost the same sound as you
would ordinarly give to a K (strenhth lenkth)

SUITE With that E at the end we ve got to say
sweel

'‘SUPERB i you really think you can get anay with
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syoo perb’, go ahead and try it But don’t complam
when you get mto trouble

TACITURN The Cissoft tass-1-turn

THYME Squelch the H fzme

USURP Buzz the S, don't lussit.

VAGARY Accent the second, not the first, syllable

VICTUALS 1t doesn’t look like it, but everyone
knows that thus 18 just plamn mitles

VITAMIN Yes some people do say vit 2 mm, though
I haven t yet figured out why

ZOOLOGY Because of the shortened form, zoo, we're
tempted to call it zo0-0l’-0 gy, but the experts say it’s
2oe-ol'-0 gy

ZWIEBACK Babies love 1it, all mothers use 1it, but
no one quite knows what to call it Webster’s sug
gests any of the followmng tsvee’-bahlk, tswee’-bahk,
swye'-back zwye’ back, or zwee’-back Take your
choice
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CHAPTER I

Exactly What Is Grammar?

In considerng the use of grammar 8s & corrective of
what are called ‘ungrammatical expressions 1t
must be borne 1 mind that the rules of grammar
have no value except as statements of facts what
ever 1s 1n general use mn a language 13 for that very
reason grammatically correct.

—Henry Sweet New Enghsh Grammar Vol 1!

Most of us remember grammar as a high school sub-
ject full of big and incomprehensible terms, and having
no discermble simlanity to real bfe A few of us, lucky
possessors of a well-developed language sense were able
to see beneath the austere labels of case, tense, voice,
and mood to the underlying basis of every-day speech
patterns  We were able to do that, ususlly, m spite of
our teachers, not because of them For until very re-
cently grammar was almost umiversally taught as if 1t
were an won stayed corset which held language mn a
relentless grip rather than (as now handled m some
modern schools by some enhghtened teachers) as the
science of hving language conforming, like an old and
comfortable pair of shoes, to the shape of that which
givest its function and ats purpose

10uford Umveruty Press,

11
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Those of us who were good grammar students—
do we still remember the meaning and use of such terms
as predicate nomnative, subgeel of the infimire, appon
tice, direct address, noun clause, expletice? Did we as
students, reahze the value of these names as anything
mote than identifying symbols to be regurgitated for
our teachers on examnation papers? Did we realze
for even one clurvoy ant moment, that grammar was as
much related to Life as biology, or phy sics or chemustry ?
Did we ever manage to pull aside the befogging curtains
and see the subject as an attempt to give logical ex
planation to one of the most miraculous phenomena of
human hfe communication by the proper juxtapost
tion of syllables? I doubt that we did T doubt that the
mujonty of grammar teachers 1n our schools today do

When I took a course some yecars ngo at Columbia
Unmwversity with that marvelous and human teacher,
Mrs Janet Rankin Aiken T mysclf was led for the first
time to see grammer as a truly vital aspect of human
affairs  Mrs Aihen pointed out that the grammatical
shll exiubited by human beings cven the most un
tutored of them, was smply prodigious A personr
speahs his mind onlv on hus thoughts (Mrs Aiken ex-
plamned), ond v et manages without nny conscious effort
to keep cnough control over lus tenses and subjects and
predicates and phrases and clanses to make himaell
perfectly mtellinble to those who are hstening to m

Tlus phenomenon 13 the hey to the purpose of gram
mar Grammar 1s 10 a sense only the arbitrary system
of names given to those word relationships used by
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the majonty of speahers Grammar 18 nol a code of
unchangeable laws to which effective speakers must
conform, on the contrary, grammar gradually changes
according as the habits of effective speakers change
Grammar follows the hving language of the people, not
the other way around Indeed, the only fixed grammar
m existence 1s that of & dead language ke Latin  The
Latin your grandfather learned m school 1s 1dentical
with the Latin your grandson will learn (if he 1s forced
to learn Latin—probably he won’t be), because the
only time a language becomes static 1s when 1t has died
Enghsh 1s far from dead A very few out of the great
number of changes in Enghsh grammar will serve to
make this pomnt clear In the late seventeenth century,
1t was good grammar to say you wasn’t Today, of
course, such an expression 1s naughty, naughty In
Shakespeare’s time, 1t was correct to use the double
comparative or superlative (* the most unhindest cut of
all’) end the double negative. Today such uses are
considered 1literate  Fifty years ago, “It’s me’ or
‘Who are you spealung to  was very bad
Today, as studies by that noted professor of English at
Wisconsim Umiversity, the late Sterling Andrus Leon-
ard have proved, these expressions are considered as
correct and established usages by the majonty of edu-
cators 1n the country (Mrs Aiken states bluntly that
she has completely expunged the word whom from her
speaking vocabulary ) Once healthy and kealthful and
Jurther and farther were considered words with defimte
differences of meaning Today they are almost inter-
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intate your hearers, stilted and over formalized speech
will actively exasperate and alienate them
There are, in the last analysis, three types of gram
mar
a 1lliterate
b nformal
c ostentatious

The first and third are violent extremes, the second,
the golden mean Informal grammar 18 correct and
estabhished 1t accurately reflects the speech habits of
such people as business executives, college professors
government officials editors lecturers, hnguists  Tliit
erate grammar 1s full of flagrant violations of good
speech 1t 1s the type of langunge used by the generahty
of uneducated, meflective speakers  Ostentatious
grammar 1s meticulous stilted, refined to the pont of
sterility , 1t 15 charactenistic of such thc'xtncnl person
ahities as a self-cc college sc , o snobbish
clubwoman, a pompous English lcucher, a scl! mpor
tant actor or actress

Under illiterate grammar might be histed expressions
Iile the following

Lay down to sleep

I seen

That there woman
Them roses

Between you and I
Amt

Y won t do 1t no more

L -3 WO E I .



Three Kinds of Grammar 217

Informal but established grammar may contan ex-
presstons which are apparent violations of syntax, such
as

It 13 me

Who are you waiting for?

Ii I was nch

Wall you see me tomght?

I want him fo at least try

If anyone objects, let them step forward

@ O W

And ostentatious grammar makes a fetish of expres
sions like these

Ttis Y

To whom do you refer?

Shall you answer the letter?

One usually obeys one’s impulses
You may mvite whomerver you hike
None of them 1s ready

D O ke LW
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the sentences above, m Section B, these words are
armay, fauk, and hand

Does 1t seem casy enough so far? Try fillng 1 the
following sentences using lay laying lays, or he,
lying hes

1 Have you been awske all night?

2 Where did you the disheloth?

8 Please your baby on the table

4 We hke to down for a nap after dinner

& Have you been the goods on the shelf
properly?

¢ He will down the law

7 Do quictly

8 She flat on the pillow

You undoubtedly got over that hurdle with no diffi
culty, and are possibly wondening why lay and lie are
considered so confusing  The confusion starts when we
get into the past tenses  Note this

Present Tense Past Tense
1 he lay
2 lay tard

The ‘present tense of one terb 18 adentical with the past
tense of the other!

These sentences, all i the past fense, will get you
accustomed to the apparent contradiction

llymgi.hyﬂhytlmshymxohy'lheahm
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Yesterday he lay asleep all day

This mormng we laid the blankets away 1n camphor
She lay down, before you came, for 2 nap

He la:d the money on the table

TIf you think you have control of the past tense, fill m

the blanks below with lay (past tense of he) or lad
(past tense of lay)

1

[T TR )

-]

Before the boat docked, we on the dech
sunming ourselves

He queetly on his bach all morning

She the baby tenderly mn 1ts bassinet.

She her fears to rest

They the body into the grave

The sword lus face open from ear to nech

The wounded man patiently wartmg for
the ambulance to arrive

The boy snoozing on the sofa

Wait—jour troubles aren t over There 1s a perfect

tense for each of these verbs

Present Past Perfect
le lay has have or had lain
lay lmd has have or had lmd

Try these Use any of the forms we have discussed 1n

thus chapter

1

lay 2.lay S Iad 4 lad 5 Iad 6 lud 7 lay 8 lay
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His genws has dormant for years
Ihs genius dormant for years
His genus 18 dormant.
His genus dormant
Please down
1 have the baby 1n 1ts erib
Please the baby down
Have you awav your woolens?
We have n hiding all month
on 1its side, the chuld was able to breathe
better
Yesterday, she asleep for several hours
Did you awale all mght?

le—lay—lam
lay —lmd—lad

lan 2.1av 8 Iying 4 Les 5 he 6 lmd 7 lay 8 lad 0 lan
10 lywog 11 lay 12 lie



CHAPTER IV

Second Sm

Grammar 13 seen to be not something final and
static but merely the organized description or codifi-
cation of the actual speech hahits of educated men
If these habits change grammar itself changes and
textbooks must follow suit. To preserve mn our text-
books requirements no longer followed by the best
current speakers 1s not grammatical but ungram
matical It makes of grammar not & science but a
dogma

—Sterling A. Leonard 1n Marckwardt and
‘Walcott, Facts about Current Englisk Usage 1

If you have been able to conquer the lay and le
problem, you will find this new situation comparatively
simple The problem on hand 15 Shall we say

“Germany’s problem 1s different than ours *’ or
“Germany’s problem 1s different from ours ?

The practice followed by the majonty of educated
speakers and writers 19 invartably to follow the adjec-
tne diyfferent, the adverb differently, and the verb,
differ with the preposition, from Traditional grammar
books maintain that the use of than i these construc

# National Couneil of Teachers of Engluh,

23
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tions 15 a heinous error  Such a statement 1s both m-
accurate and unduly punstic For enough emiment
wrters of the past (including Shalespeare) have shown
a partiahty toward different than to make so bald a
ukase somewhat unscientific The Oxford dictionary
histed different than as hterarn Lnghsh from 1665 to
1844 Professor Sterhng Andrus Leonard in the mono-
graph he wrote for the National Council of Teachers of
English, pownts out that 15 per cent of the judges he
queried considered different than as correct formal usage,
while about 50 per cent of them called 1t alliterate  Of
the judging groups the lingwists gave it a far ugher
place than the business men Professor Leonard con
cludes “In short, where experts disagree 50 widely, it
will be unsafe for others to be dogmatic about the stand
g of this expression ’

For a time, you may find 1t confusmg to adjust
yourself to the modern and scientific concept of gram
mar, 1 ¢, that there are no hard and fast rules of syntax,
and that whatever the majonty of educated people say
18, for that \ery reason, correct and acceptable Enghsh
Considerable evidence will be brought to bear to prove
that this scentific approach to grammar 1s that held
by the leading educators and language scholars of the
country As soon as your own philosophy of correct
speech becomes nttuned to this radical concept, you
will be able to appreciate grammar as the vital and

changing force 1n language that at s
The current status of different than us judged by
1y estigation by scholars, 1s that it 1s still disputable
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and controversial usage YWhile not necessanly illiter-
ate, 1t does not enjoy enough populanty among cult:-
vated speabers for it to be recommended mn these pages

The Less Popular Usage The More Popular Usage

He 1s different than I He 1s different from me
He differs from me 1n ap-
pearance

He works differently than He worhs differently from
I me

Thus 15 different than T ex- Thisis different from what
pected I expected
Fill m the proper preposttion

1 Her face 1s different Helen 8

2 She plays differently the way she used to

8 We differ them m langunge and customs

4 Why do you try to be so different every-
body else?

The verb differ 1s followed by with
1n respect to opinion

I duffer 102th lam on that question

She differed with me about the date
of her marriage

"

from 2 from 3 from 4 from 5 from



CHAPTER V
Third Sin
What 12 good usage? Good usage nccording to
George Campbell an cighteenth-century gramma
nian 18 that usage which 1s enrren? national and
reputable To Campbell reputable meant whatever
modes of speech are nuthorized as good by the
wntings of n great number 1f not the majonty of
celebrated authors’
~George P Wilson A Guade {0 Better Englsh ?

“Between you and I’ 13 a particularly notorious lapse
from cultivated diction  The word me, it scems, has
gumned through the jcars an unsavory reputation It
appears to have an mdefinable and subtle aura of 1m
morality which makes some speakers shun it—for emo-
tional reasons only  Or perhaps our primary school
teachers are at the root of this maligning of a harmless
and 1mnnocent word Tn the grades we were threatened
with hell fire 1f we failed to use the correct form of the
pronoun n cxpressions like It 1s I, Was o 18, It wnll be I
who will kelp you, ete  cte

That me should thercfore have begun to scem like 8
step-son and & grammatical leper 1s not hard to under
stand That we should then carry a situation to its
logieal extreme and say Between you and I, For Mary and
1 Ereryone except I, ctc 1s also perfectly human  In

1P § Crofs and Cocapany

20
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deed, 1t 13 only the genius of language and that excellent
mtuitive sense of grammar which we all possess which
prevented us from gomng the whole hog and fallng prey
to Gue i to I, He saw I, It was sent for I, ete

The grammatical rule that governs these usages 1s
simplietty itself  To, for, between, except, but and other
smlar words are preposiwns  Prepositions require
what we call the objective case of the pronoun To
present this graphically, we might make use of the
following chart

Prepositions Objectwwe Pronouns
between me
to you
for hum
with her
agamst us
before them
after
except
but
like
of

Of course, lookmng at grammar from a radical or
scentific rather than a traditional pomt of wiew, the
rule 1tself 1s no criterion of what should be used But
masmuch ag the rule m ths mnstance 15 not at all at
varniance with popular educated usage the effective
spenher will 1n all cases follow & prepostion with an
oYjective pronoun  For example
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Betiween you and me, he 18 an mcorngible lar
Everyone but lam has filled out a questionnaire
It was sent for Margery and me

All but ham have fled

The famous line of poetry ‘Whence nll but he had
fled may come to mind This arresting violation of
traditional and popular usage will have to be put down
to poetic license, to the poet's ear he simply. sounded
better than him

Try these sentences, checking the correct pronoun
each case

1 That 13 o matter to be settled between the insurance
company and (we, us)

Between you and (I, me) T don t thunk, he's telling the
truth

Do st for v our country and (I me)

Would y ou Iike to take & walk with John and (I me)?
Go in before (her she)

Thev 're all here except (be, lum)

Freryone but (he, him) 1s willing

Try to be more hke (we, us)

w

o~ Oty D

Pronouns to be used after
prepositions

me you hum, her

us them

Tus 2o Imed med ber 8 im 7hm Bus
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Fourth Sin

Not one of the classic writers of Enghsh measures up
to the grammanan's standard 1 his wnting It 13
pitsfully easy to eatch Milton nodding or to find the
Great Panjandrum out Not a single one of the great
authors of English hiterature chose to make or per-
haps was able to make his language free from errors
1 grammar

—Janet Rankin Aiken Commonsense Grammar

Eather and newher, as pronouns, require singular
verbs—not because grammatical syntax says so, but
because the majonity of speakers of Enghsh use the
simgular verb with these words Thus ‘ Erther John or
Mary are here 1s incorrect solely because it 15 rarely
heard on the tongue of a shilful speaker ° Neither
George nor Dorothy hare arrived”” 1s wrong for the same
Teason

The rule that a smgular goes with sgular while
perfectly logical and reasonable, does not necessarily
carry through in all phases of the language Nothing
would be nicer thon a perfectlv logical and umform
Innguage but langunges are an offshoot of humen living,
and until humans and life become logical and umform
vou cannot expect language to follow st (Indecd the

$Thomas X Crowell Company

220
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only uniform tongues in custence are Esperanto and the
other synthetic languages Thesc artifictal sy stems for
commumcation are umform logical—and dulll Tor st
15 the sllogieahity of a langunge which makes it so rich
and interesting and verdatile  Of all langunges Tnghsh
18 perhaps the most llogical-~and also the richest and
most effective ) Notice how 1in the following sentences
all of which are accepted as correct English, the plural
and singular are mi<ed

Many a man will fight for lus homeland
A lot of people are here

The family are coming

If anyone 15 dissatisfied let them say so
T eryone rused therr rorce in disapproval
None are missing

So to return to ather and nether the fact that we
follow these pronouns with & singular verb 1s due to the
popularity, not the reasonableness of such a procedure
Thus

Nether of the boss has returned
If esther of the books comes in let me know

Trv these sentences

1 (Hns have) uther of the bottles been emptied?
2 Nether of vour reasons (18 are) true
3 Tt either of the notes (falls, fall) due, pay (1t, them)

1 has 210 8 falls,at
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When exther or and neuther nor are used as
conjunctions, the nearer noun supposedly governs the
verb

Exther John or the girls hare taken care of 1t

Neither the men nor my wife has arrrved

Has erther George or my cousins come mn?

Neither you nor I am capable of finishing the work

Now, as a matter of record, the latter sentences are
good examples of o grammatical impasse They are
syntactically correct and are used by educated speak-
ers 1 preference to

Either John or the girls has taken care of 1t.

Neither the men nor my wife have arnved

Have erther George or my cousins come in?

Neuther you nor I are capable of fimshing the work.

But their awkwardness 1s apparent hence the best way
of rendering these sentences 1s

Either John has taken care of 1t, or the girls have
The men have not arrived nor has mv wife

Has George come m, or have my cousins?

I am pot capable of fimshing the work nor are you
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Fifth Sm

The final common error which you will hear from
speakers who are otherwise careful of their language 1s
something like this

One of us are coming

Each of us hare 2 duty to perform
One of the men were present.

One of my sisters are pregnant.

The mistahe 15 an honest one  In the spealer s mind
18 the feeling that the noun nearest the 1 erb governs the
number (te, singular or plural) of that verb They
think

us (we) are
h

us (we) hme
(we) hn
men  were
fa S
sisfers  are
e

Now this 13 the very height of logicahty  Tn mnety
nine cases out of o hundred the nearest noun does gov
ern the number of the verb  That 1n thes 1solated 1n
stances it does nat, shows how fascimatingly illogical our
Iangunge 13

232
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Nothing would be more pleasant than to report that
such a sensible usage 15 widespread enough to be consid-
eredacceptable Unfortunately, the facts mdicate other-
wise. Most educated speakers have mastered the com-
pheated pattern of prepositional phrases (of us, of the
men, of my sisters) and have tramed themselves, or been
traned 1 school, to look beyond the phrase for the
grammaetical subject of the verb  They think as
follows

0@9 coming

Each -ef-us has a duty to perform

One of-the-men- was present
\__’__/

One-of-my-sisters;1s pregnant
\____—___‘/

As this 1s the popular and estabhshed pattern of
speech m this type of construction, we have no choice
but to fall m ne In grammar, as m propunciation,
effective speech 1s popular speech, mchinng neither
toward ilhiteracy on the one hand, nor pedantry on the
other A little practice will gve you enough skl so
that you will not stumble over the grammatical pomntn
question Try these

1 One of the bovs (1s are) my brother

2 Every one of the men (i, are) satisfied

3 Each of your pencils (has, have) a broken pomnt
4 One of the books (has have) fallen down

§ Oue of the characters (enters enter) the scene
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You have of course cheched the first choice in ench
of the drll sentences above (Have you? Go over them
and male sure )

Notice, however, that the word none 1s not considered
a singular The sentence

None of my books arc any good

13 correct, popular, and grammatically defensible. None
does nof mean nof one 1t 1s nof a contraction of no one
None s a pronoun that s either singular or plural de-
pending on the thought of the speaker Though news
paper style generally employs none with a singular
verb (none 15 none has none arnves, none was etc),
the plural construction with tlis pronoun 1s far more
popular 1n speech  The sentences 1n column A are sug
gested as more effectiv e than those in column B

4 B

1 None of the men are 1 None of the men ¢
worhing working

2 Nonc of the pages kare 2 None of the pages kas
been chieched been cheched

8 None of your shoes fit 3 None of your shoes fits

Note Lhat when none sccompanies o singular phrase
(nonc of the work none of the butter none of the fear,
ete.), a singular verb 19 of course used, s follows

1 None of the work ts finished

2. Nonc of the butter has melted
8 Nonue of the fear has yamshed



CHAPTER VIIX

Grammar Gets Hard Boiled

If Mr Gallup were to ash five hundred representa-
tive Americans what kind of people, 1 their opmion,
spoke absolutely perfect grammar, the answers he
would receive would doubtless prove lluminating Eng-
lish teachers, college professors, social secretaries, Schrafft
hostesses, Hollywood actresses, woman s club lecturers,
lady edilors, and radio commentators would certamly
appear high on their ists  Tool and die makers, amators,
government officials, farmers, <kalled mechanics Congress-
men, doctors and dentists, and staff sergeants would surely
be suggested only by the facetrous

Does that mean that perfect grammar has become

sissyish’ P Would 1t be accurate to conclude that only
the over sophisticated have any affection for correct
speech, and that the average earthy, productive Amer-
1ean speals & language which 1s dismally and hopelessly
untutored? Are we a nation of illiterates? Perhaps
there was o trme 1n America when you could divide the
population 1nto two classes those who were educated
and spoke with so-called faultless grammar, and those
who had not been permitted to taste the benefits of
education and hence spoke a kund of language flaming
with frequent and violent breaches of nccepted goed
usage Today, however such a clear-cut division can

235
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by no stretch of the imagination be made Universal
compulsory education mn the Umted States so neatly
lives up to 1ts name, illiterncy has dropped to so low a
level, and the radio, talking prctures, free lending librar

1es and cheap newspapers and magazines have had 2
beneficial effect on the speech of so many eitazens that
the grammar of most of us has reached an overall
standnrd of punity that would certamnly have defighted
the heart of a pedagogue of the enrly 18008  Except
under unusual circumstances, the reader will have diffi

culty finding among lus acquaintances more than onc or
two speahers who generally use double negatives, say
set for i brung tor brought, growed for grew, or are m

corngbly addicted to that notorious token of alliterney,
“aint ’

In a sense, then, we have here a contradiction—or at
Jeast n fascinating paradox  Most of us feel that only &
few tvpes of odd personalities speak impeecable gram
mar et & httle close observation on our part will
prove to us that the users of noticeably mncorreet gram
mar belong to o truly rarc and vamshing genus of
Amenican  If, with nunor exceplions we generally
spuah a farr and adequate grammar whe cannot wego 8
hittie further and speak genuincly correet grammar?

Is there sometlung wrong with us®

Is there something wrong with grammar?

Or have we possibly bicen nounshing a false concept
of what correet geammar 1s®

A professor at a western unnersity, Dr Sterling
Andrus Leonnrd, recenthy set out to discorver saientifi
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<allv, the answers to these questions Under the spon-
sorstup of the National Council of Teachers of Enghsh,
he set ahout obtaimng what he called a “consensus of
expert opimon”” about controvermel questions of grom-
matical usage Selectng 230 expressions “of whose
standing there mught be some question,” he watled o
questionnaire to 281 judges These judges were

80 hingusstic specialists

80 well hnown editors

22 established authors

19 busmess executives

50 college teachers of Enghsh
50 school teachers of English
80 speech teachers

These experts who represented a diverse and very ca-
pable cross section of Amenican life, were asked to mdi-
cate what to their nunds was the standing of each of
the controversial expressions “Score, please,” they
were told, “accordmg to your observation of what 1s
actual usage rather than your opimon of what usage
should be *

Here, then, wos o wonderful test of Amencan usage—
a true laboratory test to be freed theoretically, of sub
jective renctions and ethical considerations  Obviously,
Dr Leonard was totally umnterested m what grammar
books preached about correct usnge or what the judges
thought ought to be correct usage His one concern was
to discover what the mnjonty of educated American
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by no stretch of the imagination be made Universal
compulsory education m the United States so nearly
Iives up to 1ts name, hteracy has dropped to so low &
level, and the radso, tallung pictures, free lending librar-
ies and cheap newspapers and magazines have had a
beneficial effect on the speech of s0 many citizens, that
the grammar of most of us has reached an overall
standard of punty that would certamnly have delighted
the heart of a pedagogue of the early 1800°s Lxcept
under unusual crrcumstances the reader will have difi
culty finding among lis acquaintances more than one or
two speahers who generally use double negatives, say
set for sit, brung for brought, growed for grew, or are
corngibly addicted to that notorious token of ilhiteracy,
“om’t '

In o sense, then, we have bere a contradiction—or at
lenst o fascinating paradox Most of us feel that only 8
few types of odd personalities speak impeccable gram
mar, yet a little close observation on our part will
prove to us that the users of noticeably incorrect gram
mar belong to a truly rare snd vamshing genus of
Amencan  If, with mmor exceptions, we generally
speah o fur and adequate grammar, why cannot we goa
hittle further and speah genuinely correct grammar?

Is there sometlung wrong with us?

Is there something wrong with grammar?

Or have we possibly been nourishing n false concept
of what correct grammar 1s?

A professor at a western univermty, Dr Sterling
Andrus Leonard, recently set out to discover setentifi
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cally, the answers to these questions Under the spon-
sorshup of the National Council of Teachers of Enghsh,
he set about obtmning what he called &  consensus of
expert opimion” about controversial questions of gram-
matical usage Selecting 230 expressions ‘of whose
standing there might be some question,” he mailed 2
questionpaire to 281 judges These judges were

80 Lingwistic specialists

30 well known editors

22 established authors

19 business executives

50 college teachers of Enghsh
50 school teachers of English
30 speech teachers

These experts who represented a diverse and very ca-
pable cross section of American hfe, were asked to mdi
cate what, to therr minds, was the standing of each of
the controversial expressions  Score please,’ they
were told according to your observation of what 1s
actual usage rather than your opinion of what usage
should be

Here, then was a wonderful test of American usage—
& true laboratory test to be freed theoretscally, of sub-
Jective renctions and ethical considerations  Obviously
Dr Leonard was totallv uninterested m what grammar
books preached about correct usage or what the judges
thought ought to be correct usage His one concern was
to discover what the majoritv of educnted American
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speabers and wnters were actually domng with ther
language

No one except the punsts and precisians (and these
gentlemen have been losing considerable caste since
1925) would argue with Dr Leonard s plilosophy, to
wit, that what most of the shilful speakers say 13 good
usage, contrary or not to ancient and academic rules of
grammar

The results of this questionnaire are most mteresting
Thirty-eight of the 230 1tems were rated almost unant
mously as dliterate usages Among these, were such
naughty expressions as !

I haven ¢ hardly any money

The Litten mews whenever 1t wants in
All came except she

My Uncle John ke told me a story

I must go and lay down

I have drank all my mlk

That there rooster 1s a fighter

You was mistaken about that John
Just set down and rest awhile

This was much to be expected Your average high
school freshman will tell you that such expressions are
bad’ grammar—they are the kinds of expressions
which, when used by Sunday mght comics draw hearty
laughs from radio audiences
The revolutionarv aspect of the Leonard study con
t Facts about Current Engluk Usage National Council of Teachers o
Baglish
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cerns those expressions which a majonty of the judges
considered established, correct, and fully acceptable
Enghsh One hundred five, or close to fifty per cent of
the test 1tems, were so rated Let us glance at some of
them ¢

1 None of them are here (What, can none be con-
sidered 2 plural? Most of us will be glad to hear
that!)

2 I felt I could walk no further (Punsts msist on
Jarther )

8 We will try and get 1t (How our grade teachers

suffered to make us use try fo get, though they prob-

ably didn t bother too much about 1t m their own
non scholastic speech habits )

Tve absolutely got to go  (So got does not mean

obtmined, exclusivelv')

5 We can expect the commission #o at least profect our
mterests (Oh oh —the spht infimtive. Was there
ever o more hemous error?)

6 You'd better go slow (How newspapers have
ranted agamnst this?)

7 There are some nzce people around here (Precisians
claim nice means only one thimg—ezact )

8 Waill you be at the Brown’s this evening? (By strict
grammatical rules, shall 1s the proper * word 1n this
construction because shall would be used 1n the
answer, 1¢ I shall be at the Brown's this evenmng
You have never heard of such a rule? Good Very

(3573

e
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few of our best speakers have, or lose any sleep over
their ignorance )

9 If 1t wasn’t for football, school hfe would be dull
(What, such little respect for the subjunctivef)

10 We only had one left  (Self-conscious speakers try
desperately toremember to say We had onlyoneleft.)

11 This room 1s awfully cold (What jibes we've had to
hear for using this picturesque and perfectly logical
expression )

12 Itisme (We all know it s “wrong,” but we all say
it)

18 Who are you looking for? (Language students agree
that wkom will eventually disappear from the lan
guage )

14 Can I be excused from class? (How often teacher
rapped our knuchles for using ean stead of may!)

15 Ereryone was here, but they all went home early
(Grammar says ereryone 18 singular, logic elaims 1t
1saplural Why not be logieal?)

(When the Leonard report was pubhshed, abuse and
ndrcule were heaped on the professor s head bynewspaper
editorials throughout the country, for a decp and unques-
tioning reverence for ludebound rules of grammar has
been charactenstic of our lingustic thinking for decades )

Of the two hundred thirty expressions, eighty five
are unaccounted for On these there was not enough
agreement among the experts to permit Dr Leonard to
label them either as established or ns dlliterate

Unfortunately, Dr Leonard lost lus ife by drowming
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before he could carry out the mext logical step of Ius
project This was left to two other members of the
assocation, Albert H Marckwardt and Fred G Wal-
cott Ths step was to discover how prevalent among
established and distinguished suthors of the past was
each of the expressions with which the Leonard ques-
tonnaire was concerned This chech was made possible
by systematic reference to the Ozford Dictwonary, the
Mernam Webster Internattonal Dictionary, second edi-
tion, Jespersen’s monumental Modern Enghshk Gram-
mar, Hall s Enghsh Usage, and other volumes Marck-
wardt and Walcott stress that thewr work was purely
scientific and objective that they were not trymng to
establish an apologia for the Lecnard work that they
expected to draw no conclusions from their findings

Their one nterest was to see how popular the two
hundred thirty expressions were mn the works of well-
known authors But we may draw our own conclusions
from the researches of Marckwardt and Walcott,
whuch, very briefly, show the following

1 All but six of Leonard’s established usages were
found so frequently n the works of such authors as
Shakespeare Macaulay, Pepys, Bunyan, Defoe
Burke and Shenden—Uterarv giants all—that one s
forced to consider them perfectly acceptable and
hterary Enghsh The sis exceptions appear m such
2 way that they may be considered © colloquial —
1e, acceptable m informal speech, and not bty ans
roeans ncorrect



CHAPTER IX

Test Your Grammar

Here are two yardstichs by which you can measure
your own grammatical abihty In the elementary test,
a score of 00 per cent or better will mdicate to you that
your speech 1s free of the gross errors which are a token
of iliteracy In the advanced test, « score of 80 per cent
or more will signify a better than average grasp of the
fundamentals of effective speech In cheching your
chorces in both tests, be gurded solely by what you gener
ally say or toould be wnclined to say, not by what you
believe to be correct

Elementary Test
(Credit 8% for each correct choice)

You (was were) not present at last night’s meeting
(Them, those) hats are very becoming

I (seen saw) an interesting sight yesterday

She gave Mary and (I, me) some candy

Crazy people speak to (themselves, therrselves)
We (can can t) hardly hear him

We won t go there (nny, no) more

He must (of have) walked around the bloch ten
fimes

Elementary Test 1 were 2 those 8 saw 4 me 5 themselves
6 can 7 apy 8 have

Q0 =3 v e 000 =

1
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9 Have you (et, eaten) all the watermelon?
10 I (stood, stayed) at the farm all summer
11 He took my best pencil (off of, from) me
12 We (done did) all we had to
18 (Leave, let) me do 1t for you
14 (This here, this) book 1s the one I need
15 He (don t, doesn t) do anvthing T ask him to
18 We work (good, well) together
17 Did you (learn, teach) him how to shate?
18 We want you and (she, her) to go
19 She (hadn’t ought to, shouldn t have) done it.
20 We (began, begun) early and finished early
21 Gave 1t to (us, we) girls
22 (We, us) boys are going out tomight
23 YWhat lind (of & of) book do you hke?
24 The dog bcked (its, it s) chops
25 He 1s (happier, more happier) because of what
happened
26 Have jou (drank, drunk) j our milk?
27 (Set, sit) down for o few mmutes
28 The sun has (rose nisen)
29 He (ain’t, 1sn t) my friend any more
80 Don t (ever, never) do that to me
81 My father and brother (are 1s) comung later
82 The man (drowned, drownded) before we could
save him

@ eaten 10 stayed 11 from 12 did 18 let 14 thue
15 doesnt 16 well 17 teach 18 her 19 shouldnt have
20 began 21 us 22 we 23 of 24 its 25 happler
20 drunk 7 st 98 rwen 29 1nt S0 ever 8 are
32 drowned



CHAPTER X
Words Misused and Confused
1 Principle—Principal

Rule A prnciples a rule, a law, or a doctrine
Lafe operates by natural prineiples A man of
princple fears no enticism  Princepal means
chief, mom, or leading The prineipal means
of winning the war 1s by offensive action
Coffee 15 one of the prncrpal products of
Brazil The principal of a school 1s the chuef,
or head man

Drll 1 We drove down the street of the

aty

2 I do pot understand the of
gravity

3 What 18 your objection to my
plan?

4 A meeting of the stockholders
was called

& The on which the store wa$

founded has not changed m fifty years

2 Effect—Affect
Rule Effect means result as the effect of weather on
the nerves To affect 1s to change or mfluence
(1) 1 prineipal 2. principle 3 principal 4 prncpal 5 prmople
s
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as, How does the weather affect you? To
effect, as verb, 18 to cause, or bring sbout, as,
Will the doctor effect 2 cure?

Drll 1 Has the war your business?

2 TWhat bas been the of the war on
your business?

3 One of price nses has been to
cut down demand

4 We shall try to a more rapid
completion of our tashs

5 Bad uphrmging can a childs
complete life, this 13 usually

an adverse one

8 Credulous—Credible
Rule A person who 1s willing to beheve is credulous
A fact or account that can be helieved 13

credible 'The negatives are sncredulous and
ancredible

Drill 1 You are too can you not dis-
hngwsh fact from fancy ?

2 1 belteve that 1s the truth, at least, it’s a

perfectly story
8 He stared ot the strange sight
refusing to behieve his eyes
4 He told an story of hus mght s
adventures
5 Thechmatent the Equatoris hot
() 1 affected 2

effect 8 effect 4
B 1 e a7t ok 4 ot § alfct, e
credibly

1:h

5 m
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4 Less—Fewer

Rule Lessissmgular It refers to anything m bulk,

Drill

Rule

Dnll

Rule

as less butter less hope, ete  Fewer 15 plural
and refers to individusl things, as fewer
boohs, fewer houses fewer people, feier
data (the plural of datum)

1 Yhave money than you, but you
have pleasures

2 customers attended ths sale
than did the last onme, though we had

merchandise at the other sale

8 Take time and mahe
errors on the next example
5 Luzurious—Luzurant

That which 18 man made and expensive 13

lururwus That which grows richly or lushly

18 luzuriant

1 The tropics contam vegetation

2 Her blach hair 1s the most
beautsful I have ever seen

3 Heownsa yacht

4 Coral grows on that reef

¢ Uminterested—Dinnierested

Unanterested means not having one s nterest

mqued  Dunnlerested means unbiased M

partial unprejudiced  You tell the salesman

that you arc umnteresicd 1n Ins wares but

(4) 1 less, fewer 2 fewer less 3 leay fewer .
5y 11 2 ) 31 41
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you hope your case will be tried before a
drsinterested, not an uninierested, judge
Dnll 1 Asyouarea (an) party, we shall
let you settle our dispute
2 Don t look so , the play 13 not so
bormng as you seem to thinh
8 Try to arnve st a conclusion

7 Alternative—Chorce
Rule An alicrnatue 15 one of fwo things either of
which must be chosen A choice 18 one of
several things, with compulsion not neces-
sarly mmphed
Drll 1 Imustaccept hisoffer I have no
2 T have three courses of action and cannot
decide which to mahe
3 Life generally offers us two H
work or starve

8 Barbaric—Barbarous
Rule Something 18 barbarie which pertams to un-
envihized people  Something 15 barbarous
whach 1s done by a civilized person 1n a savage,
uncivihized or eruel menner
Dril 1 The practices of the Nazis and
Japs have shocked the world
2 In the South Sea Islands you can observe
many customs
(6) 1 disinterested 2 uminterested S dimterested

(7) 1 alternatine 2. choice S alternatives
{8) 1 barbarous 2 barbanc
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8 Voodoo totem poles and animal worship
are 1n character
4 Torture1s a act
9 Beside—Besnides
Rule Beside means next to  Besudes means wn adds-

tion to
Dril 1 St me
2 He sat the river
8 , he 1s a notorious liar
4 Jack, Rov also works for us

10 Camtal—Capitol

Rule The Capuol or legmslative building 13 situ
ated 1n the caprtal of a state or nation

Drll 1 Washington s the of the Umted
States
2 The Senator met lis wife on the steps of
the
3 VWhen was the corner stone of the
Tad?

11 Desirable—Desirous

Rule 'That which one wants 13 desirable A person
who desires something 13 demrous
Drll 1 Money s

(8) 3 barbaric 4 barbarous

(9 1 beside 2 beside 3 besdes 4 bendes
(10} T capital 2 Capitol 3 Capitol

(11) 1 desirable
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2 Men have always been of
money

8 Good food 1s for building health

4 Men are of mmproving therr

station 1n life
12 Contemptible—Contemptuous

You feel contemptuous of contemptible people

or things

1 Donot act so or no one will have
any faith n you

2 He spoke of hus less fortunate
friends

8 Tom acted toward hus brother
(re, as if he thought very httle of him)

4 Tom ected toward lus brother
(and as a result, we thought very httle of
‘Tom)

&5 Dont be of ignorance, for igno-
rance 18 not

18 Eldest—O0ldest
The eldest m a famly 1s the first born The

oldest 15 the one who has attained the most
advanced age Thus, the eldest may also be
the oldest, but the oldest need not be the
eldest, for the eldest may have died

(11) 2 desirous 3 dau-nb]e 4 desirous

(12) 1

4
(13) No answers

bly 2, conl lv 3 contemptuous! ly

iy & P RX)
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14 Hanged—Hung

People or objects which are suspended are
hung DPictures are kung, ropes are hung from
trees, and John hung from the tree until we
rescued lim  Idiomatically, we say that a
panter 1s or has been hung when his pictures
appear In a gallery A eniminal who 1s put to
death by hanging, 18 hanged  We hung the
pieture we hanged the murderer

1 They the cimina] at dawn

2 At one time 1n our history, horse-thieves

were

8 The mob the prisoner
4 We your coat n the hall
5 Sam from the roof in order to

reach the open window

156 Immoral—Unmoral
When we call & person tmmoral, we mmply
that he violates our morals with a full reahiza
tion of what he 1s doing  When we call some-
one unmorai, we imply that he has no moral
judgment and cannot distingwish nght from
wrong
16 Imply—Infer

To 1mply 13 to lunt or express indireetly  Only
a person speaking or acting can wmply any-

(14) 1 hanged 2 hanged 8 hanged 4 hung 5 hung

{18) No answer
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thing To wnfer 15 to draw a conclusion  Only
2 Iistener or watcher can infer anything The
nouns are tmplication and wnference

Dnil 1 Your words that I am a har

2 Do vou from what he said that
he dislikes you?

8 His actions that he does not
know what he’s dong

4 TWhat can we draw from the
facts he has presented to us?

5 Yresentyour that X cheated you

8 Xtis unfortunate that you have drawn the
that I mustrust you

1?7 Ingemous—Ingenuous

Rule Ingentous means skilful, adroit, clever The
noun 18 wngenurly Ingenuous means wnno-
cent, naive unsophisticated The noun 1s

mgenuousness
Drdl 1 Edison was an man
2 You are stmply too if you believe
he really has etchings to show you
8 The of the Japs cannot, alas be
denied
4 Perhaps we can be accused of m
beheving that the Japs would prove a
push-over

(16) 1 unply . nfer 8 1mply 4 inference 5 mmplication 8
ference
ana 2 3

y 4
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18 Prone—Supine

Rule Someone 1s lying prone when he 1s face down
Face up, he 1s supine

Test Yourself

This quiz will show you how successfully you have
mastered the contents of the chapter

1

2
8
4

10
11

12
13

New York 13 one of the (principle, prineipal) ports
of the Umited States

What (affect, effect) did lus refusal have on you?
He (cffected affected) a raprd change of plan

He stared (incredibly, ineredulously) at the strange
antmal

Please use (less, fewer) words 1n y our next telegram
Flowers will grow (Juxuriously, luxuriantly) in this
rch sl

Let us submit our controversy to a {an) (umn
terested disintercsted) person

You have three (alternatives, chowes) medicing,
law, or teaching

Tt was Mussoln, I belicve who imbiated the (bar
barous barbaric) custom of feeding great quantities
of castor-oil to his unwmilhng prisoners

Stand (beside, besides) that chur

The dome on top of the (capital Capitol) 13 being
pamnted black for the duration

That 1s o most (desirous desirable) location

Ihs actiops are (cantemptuous, contemphible),

(18) No answers



14
15
16
17
18

19

[ R

Words Mrsused and Confused 257

they are beneath the consideration of honorable
people
Have they (hung, hanged) the murderer?
Your (unmoral, immoral) acts shall be purushed
Do you (mmply, mfer) from what he wrote that he
will return the money to you?
Your words (imply, infer) that you do not expect
to see her agamn
That 18 an (ingemrous, mngenuous) method of at-
tack, the enemy 1s certamn to be decerved by it
It 1s hard to believe that a person of your age can
show such childish (ingenwity, ingenuousness)
He was lymng (prone, supmne) his eyes starmng
blankly at the cloudless shy

Excellent Score 18-20 nght

Creditable 15-17

Poor fener than 10 night

Answers to Test Yourself
principal 8 choices 16 immoral
effect 9 barbarous 16 infer
effected 10 beside 17 1mply
mcredulously 11 Capitol 18 ingenious
fewer 12 desirable 19 1ngenuousness
lusunantly 18 contemptible 20 supine
dismterested 14 hanged



CHAPTER XI

R For Good Grammar

4 Restatement of Principles

Good grammar like good pronunciation, should be
unostentatious—neither blatantlv hvper-correct, nor
flagrantly illiterate  The effective speaker steers a safe
muddle course between pedantry, on the one hand and
murder of Ins native tongue, on the other If you will
cleanse your speech of any of the following faults which
may reside 1n 1t, you will be m a position to feel per-
fectly safe 1n whatever vou say

[ S

=N - I -

—

Double negatives  (Don { eat no more etc )
Double comparatives (More happrer, ete)
Masuse of lay and lie

Thas here, that there, them there, ete

Incorrect tenses (He growed, he seen, he et, ho
brung, cte )

You was and you wam |

Awn’t

Different than

Between you and T

Plural verbs with emther and neuther (Neather of the

men are here cte)
Plural verbs with one of (One of the boys are
nbsent.)

e58
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12 Negative with kardly (He hasn’t hardly any
money )

18 But, except, like, and other prepositions with I, we,
she, he, they (But we, except she, give 1t to we girls,
send 1t for Mary and I, ete )

14 Good as an adverb (Do 1t good )

15 TUse of leave for let (Leave me do1t)

On the other hand, do not speah like a pedant, unless
you are one, and wish to mpress that doubtful fact on
all and sundry Don t let your grammar go high hat
You can scare more people with a well aimed whom or a
devastating “Was 1t we?” or “This 1s she, or an mm-
presstve I who am your frmend’ than Lon Chaney,
Bela Lugos: and Bons Karloff rolled into one  Don’t
ever try to mpress people with your linguistic accom-
plishments by speaking impeccable grammar, by using
the longest words in the dictionary, by affected pro-
nunciations  You do not gan power with words by
stnikang awe to the hearts of your hsteners

Bear m mund that there are two hinds of grammar
traditonal, which auns at the perpetuation of usages
which conform to Latm syntax and to those principles
of word patterns which were set by exghteenth-century
scholars and scientific (to use Professor Charles Car-
penter Friess term), which adopts the experimental
approach and considers correct all usages which are
currently found in the speech and wrnting of educated
people

‘The traditional concept views language as unchang



260 QGrammar and Correct Usage

ing—what pleased the ears of our great grandfathers
must not be deviated from, not one jot, by speakers of
our medern day X 1t was good enough for Cresar and
Cicero (for most of our syntax 1s based on Latin gram
mar), then any attempt to xmprove or sumphfy 1s heresy
of the most dangerous sort

On the contrary, sav our modern languagde scholars
there 13 only one criterton of good Lnghsh Do most
educated people use an expression? If they do, that
expression 15 accepted, established, and correct Laglish,
and if rules are violated, then the rules, not the speakers,
e wrong

Fhis modern plilosophy 15 tersely summanized by
the eminent ingist H C Wh1d, i his Llementary
Lessons in Lnglish Grammar,! as follows

A grammar hook does not attempt to teach people
how they ought tospeak but on the contrary unless
1t 1savery bad or a very old work it merely states
kow as a matter of fact certam people do speak at
the time at which it 1s wntten

The same thought 15 phrased m different words by
the scholars Grattan and Gurrey 1n their excellent
volume Qur Lining Language *

The grammar of r language 13 not a list of rules im
posed upon it speahers by scholastic authonties,
but 1s a scientific record of the actunl phenomena of
that language wnitten and spoken I any commu

15 ¥, Stechert & Co.
* Thomas Nelson aod Sons,
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nity habitually uses certain forms of speech these
forms are part of the grammar of the speech of that
communtty

There 1s no other sensible standard by which to judge
correct grammar, and if 1t 1s feared that such o radical
and revoluttonary philosophy will result in the scutthng
of all those musty grammar manuals which you and ¥
struggled so patiently with m school, then—and this
attitude 1s echoed by every modern grammarian—the
quicker the manuals are scuttled the better 1t will be for
everyone concerned

It may be argued that this 13 a dangerous way to live
If enough people violate a law, shall we scrap the law?
Or would 1t not be far safer and wiser to reprimand or
discipline, or, if necessarv jul the violators?

Well, for one thing, you cannot build enough jals to
house all the violators of an unpopular law, as witness
what happened when prohibition was 1n effect And for
another, just as laws of government depend for their
power on the consent of the governed, so also laws of
grammar depend for their value on the umversal con-
sent of the speakers of the language

If you may he wondering whether tlus scientific
approach to grammar may not eventually result n a
slovenly and backwoods kmd of language set your

doubts at rest Modern Englsh 1s the richest, most
powerful language mn the world And 1t gamns its rich-
ness and power from its complete and contemptuous
neglect of straightlaced rules and regulations If Taw-
sessness  and change were not the potent factors that
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they are mn shaping our native tongue we should all
still be spealong the stilted and archaic language of
Chaucer and Queen Ehzabeth

So don’t try to perfect” your grammar Keep it
clean of dliteracies and you are speaking the best
grammar m the world!
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HOW TO BECOME A SKILFUL READER






CHAPTER I
So You Thimk You Can Read?

America 1s the most hterate nation on the face of the
earth Nowhere else does the printed word reach so
great a number, or have so marked an effect.

But that does not mean that all Americans are skalful
readers Skill mn reading 1s o highly refined quality that
mvolves many complex abilittes A shiful reader 18 2
rapid render His eyes can skim over a page with great
speed Ius mund can grasp immediately and retain for
long periods the facts and 1deas m front of im The
shilful reader mstinctively reacts to the mood and at-
mosphere which an author has created For him a page
of print does not contamn individusl words and senr
tences and paragraphs, but only mformation and this
mformation lus mind like a dry sponge, sops up with
out conscious effort

Are you a skilful reader? Would you like to find out?
The tests which follow offer you a yardstick by which to
measure your abiity, a mirror which will reflect your
competence (or Jack of 1t, perhaps) 1n three different
Linds of reading
Test I Does Your Mind React Quackly to a Sumple

Thought?
This 1s the eastest of the tests and one on which &
reader of average efficiency should make a high score
25
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A letter from Corporal Charles Lewis dated
Somewhere 1n Africa Oct 18 1042  and with
money enclosed wns recerved yesterday at the Des
fense Recreation Committee Center 99 Park Avenue
by Mrs Julus Ochs Adler who was ashed to buy
tickets for a show soon to be opened 2s a birthday
present for the soldier 8 wife Mrs Bressie Lewis

“The boys here read with eavy of the recreational
facihities afforded to serice men in New York Cily,’
Corporal Lewis wrote  As @ natrve New Yorker I
can easily understand what Newn York can do I
understand that “The Pirate with Iynn Tontanne
and Alired Lunt 1s about to open My wife and
mysell being theatregoers would never miss any
performance by these two

As a birthday present for my wife I would hike to
present her with a pair of tickets for this perform
ance  Although 1 realize that my request 1% not
within your functions I would appreciate your ac-
commodating e

“It seems tronical that the boys back in the States,
near their famihies, should enjoy the benefits of or
gamzations Tihe yjours and the USO wlile wean
Afnca who are far away from our families recene no
Lenefits from all of your fine work *

1

An executive ot USO hendquarters here expl
that nuthonzation had not yet been obtained prin
apally because of shipping difficulties to send any
recreational workers and supplies to Afrien but there
are USO unmits now in sixty six ‘ offahore based  1n
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cluding Hawan Alasha and the Carnbbean area
USO camp shows also have been sent to Northern
Ireland and England

—The New York Times October 31, 1942

1 There are USO facilities 1n Africa TRUE Farse
2 No newspapers ever reach the

boys 1n Africa TruE Faise
8 The corporal sent money with lus
letter True Farse

4 The tichets were to be bought for
a show which had not yet opened TruE Farse
5 The tichets were for the corporal s

birthday True TI'aLse
6 Corporal Lewis was born 1n New
York Troe Fause

7 Corporal Lewms and lus wife are
admirers of Lunt and Fontanne True Faise
8 USO umts are found 1n Alaska True FaLse

In this test 6 correct choices shows a better than
average ability to absorb and retain A score of 7 or
8 indicates reading skall of the highest order

Section III Can You Read Poetry?

Most difficult of all types of reading 1s poetry A rare
and consummate skill 1s required for a thorough and
immediate understanding of the language of & poem
Robert Browning s famous “Prospice 13 here used to

1 false 2 false 3 true 4 true 5 false G truc 7 true
8 true
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test your ability Read the poem as slowly and as often
as you wish, but do not look at the test below it until
you have finished

Get into the mood of the poem  Shut every thing else
out of your mind Tty to feel Browning s thoughts, see
the images he draws for you Throw yoursell whole-
heartedly mnto what you read  When you feel that you
hns e mastered the sclection, turn to the test. Do nof,
under any eircumstances, refer again lo the poen

PROSPICF

Fear deathi?—to feel the fog 1n my throat
The must 1n my face

Then the snows begin and the blasts denote
1 am neanng the place

The power of the mght the press of the storm
The post of the foe

Where he stands the Arck Fear in & viable form
Vet the strong man must go

For the journey 13 done and the summit attained
And the barners fall

Though a battle a to fight ere the guerdon be ganed
The reward of 1t all

1 was ever a fighter so—one fight more
The best and the last!

I would hate that death bandaged my eyes and for

hore

And bade me creep past.

No!let me taste the whole of 1t fare like my peers
The heroes of old

Bear the brunt in o rnute pay glad life s arrears
Of pain  darkness and cold
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For sudden the worst turns the best to the brave,
The black minute s at end

And the elements rage the fiend voices that rave
Shall dwindle shall blend

Shall change shall become first o peace out of pamn
Then a hight, then thy brenst,

0 thou soul of my soul! I shall elasp thee agam
And with God be the rest!

1 The poet fears death True Faise
2 If he must die, he would like to do
so quichly True Faise

8 He would like death to creep up

on him secretly, so that he need

not realize what 1s happemng Tnue Farse
4 If people have courage the most

frightful things are quite tolerable Trug Farse
& Death 15 a complete black end to

everything Taue Farse

You may be very very proud of your ability if you
bave chosen correctly n four or fiv e mnstances Even for
the skilled reader of prose poetry 1s often a hard nut to
crach and a score 25 low as two should not be discour-
agng

Do you thinl. your reading can be improved? Here
are some suggestions that should be helpful

1 false 2 true S false 4 true 5 false
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1 Try for more rapid reading than that to which you
are generally accustomed The more quichly you can
read the more skalfully vou are Likely to read

2 Try to absorb a greater number of words with each
eye span  Have someone watch you as you read a page
How often do your eyes move? A skilful reader can ab-
sorb an average hine 1n two or three eye spans, n poor
reader necds fiv e or more

8 Try for greater concentration Is your mind 100
per cent mvolved m what you read? Docs your atten
tion ever wander? Are other things crowding out of
your mund the facts on the page before you? Chech up
on yourself

4 Never, never, move your hps as you read If you
are o ‘hip reader consciously clamping your mouth
shut while you read will eventually help you to over
come this unfortunate habit

5 Never read 1solated words, but tale m phrases
thoughts, 1dcas

6 Start your improvement program on easy reading
(children’s books if necessary ), gradually advencing to
more difficult forms—non fiction semm technical read
mg poetry

Reading can be maproved Three things are neces
sary desire, determination and loads and londs of prac
tice

These points will be covered 1n detail in the chapters
to follow



CHAPTER IT
Speed Up!

It may possibly sound paradovical that the speediest
readers are the most skilful renders Slowness, care and
thoroughness have alwavs been considered the highest
of virtues and we have all adnured the tenacious, plod-
ding tortoise who got there ahead of the speedv hare
On the other hand 1t 18 logical to assume that what one
can do well one can also do quichly Scientific testing
has established that those readers who can sprint
through a selection absorb far more from what they
read than those who struggle and plod

The mediocre adult reader has a rate of about 250
words per minute Professor Robert M. Bear director
of the Reading Chinte at Dartmouth College pomts out
that * after a brief period of self trmmng,” the average
person ‘ should be able to read between 400 and 600
words & mmute > Dr Bear continues !

In the ten years that we have been helping Dart
mouth students improve their reading I have seen
few freshmen who read nearly as rapidly or effi
ciently as they should—and could after a hittle trmn
g Year ofter year our rending classes start off at
an average of around 230 words a minute and fimsh
up a few weeks later at around 500 words o minute.
b American Mogazine September 1941
273
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The chapters that follow mm to give you that period
of self traimng which will permt jou, if you are a slow
reader, to double or even triple y our present rate

First let us discover what that rate1s Provide your-
self with o timepicce that has a second hand  When you
come to the black arrow, note down the exact minute
and second on the blank provided for that purpose
Then continue reading at vour usual rate, until you
reach the second black arrow Agaumn note the exsct
minute and second m the proper space

Ready?

- Time at Starfing
An Sec.

OveE of the things that occastonally puzzle us about
political thought 1s that wlhile politicians arc gen

erally agreed that America doesu t trust New York,
they scem to be equally convinced that New Yorhers
mahe the hest {idates for the Premid Wegot
to tlunking about tlns nfier rcading practically
every nhere that Thomas L Dewey s election to the
Goy ernorship would be tantamount to nominating
lum for the Wlite Iouse 1n 1044 and we decided to
look up the facts. Well 1t scems that m the lnst
twenty Presidential clections there hav e been filteen
candidates 1n the race from New York twelve of
them governors or ex governors Turthermore six
of our P’residents were residents of Ll state at the
time they were elected putting us even mth Olio
and two ahend of Virgnia. Queiden after consider-
1ng these figures, 13 that while the nation probably
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has no real affection for New York shekers, 1t gets a
certan feeling of security out of being led by one of
them The theory may be that anybody who has
lived m New Yorh for any length of time will pre-
sumably be crooked enough to deal on equal terms
with any other government on earth We dont
know, but we have a suspicion that Wendell Willkie
made the greatest mstahe of his life when he went
back to Rushville, Indizna and disgused himself as
a Hooster schoolmaster wmstead of advertising his
association with J P Morgan and the editor of For-
tune If Dewey ever gets nomipated for the Prest
dency and uses his head he Il give the public Lucky
JLucano and Cohey Flo Brown and forget all about
that Sunday school chorr 1n Owosso, Michigan
—New Yorker July 18 1942
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Now, to determine your rate, subtract your starting
time from your fimshing time Record the difference

Sec

Calculate your rate from tlus table
T RATE
15 seconds 1060 words per minute
20 " 795 ¢
a5 « 636 «
S0 - 530 «“
385 456 “
40 - 399 «
45 ¢ 852 “
50 ¢ 318 “

55« 288 “
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Toe
60 seconds
114 minutes
15
1% «
2 L]
2% &
o1 “

Rate
265 words per minute
212 ¢
176 s
162 “
138 “
118 “
106 “

The chances are very remote that you will find your
rate either at the top or bottom of the scale To my
knowledge no one can read at the rate of 1060 words
per minute, and few readers are so slow as 100 words
per minute  Doubtless y ou will find ) our rate between
176 and 636 words per munute I'rom the following

table, deducc your shill

7 ords Per Manute

795 or more
450 ¢
318 *

2065 ‘
212 or less

Shall

Phenomenal
Lxcellent
Good
Average
Poor

Whatever your rate of reading at the present time
it ean be matenally increascd before you have turn

the lnst page of this section

Your first step 1s to determine to resd more rapidly

Dr Bearsuggests 2
S Id,
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The fundamental rule for increasing reading speed 1s

smnply this For five minutes every day for a month

Jorce yourself to read a Little faster than 1s comfortable

Don t worry if occasionally you muss the exact

meaning of a phrase sentence or even a paragraph

Just Leep plowing shead graspmg the main theme

and letting the miceties of expression go hang

The next evercise will give vou an opportumty of

putting Dr Bear s suggestion into practice Agam I
shall offer vou an excerpt, of the same Jength as the
first one, from the New Yorher s “Talk of the Town”
department Read 1t quichly—push yourself ahesd
Just as fast as you can, no matter how uncomfortable
1t may feel Keep alert for the main 1deas solely, if you
do this exercise properly you will find your time cut by
10 to 20 per cent and yowll probably be so out of
breath (mentally) when vou’ve fimshed that joull
have to put the book down and take a walk around the
bloch to recuperate As before, note your starting time
at the first arrow, and agam at the second one 3

—> Time at Starting
AMin Sec.

Cannon ¢ Cars
A HAPPY man 1s George C Cannon of New Rochelle
~—happy at least, as far as circumventing gasolne
ratiomng 1s concerned His solution 1s nidsculously
sumple He goes around m a 1905 Pope-Waverly
electne  Ready for instant use should the Pope-
* The fallowing passage is reprunted from the New | orker August 1 1942,
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but, with a shght amount of practice, vour compre-
henston 1s becoming capable of keepmng up with vour
racing eyes  To dernve the most benefit from these
exercises, heep pushing jourself nlong m lugh gear,
foot jnmmed down hard on the accelerator

I
Fun House
Last Sunday at duskh three people were strolhng
along Rochefeller Plaza—a knowledgeable New
Yorl lady and a paur of country cousins apparently
As they approached the Time and Lafe Bulding
famed Lucedifice the well informed lady sad  “They
call this the Time of Life Butlding—I don t know
why
1 The day was a Monday b Saturdsy e Sun
dav
2 How mam people were mmvolved? a 2 b 3
e 4
5 What time of day wasit? a morming b after
noon ¢ eiemng

Ir
Specralist

LT stopped 10 at hier favorite Madison Avenue hat
shop and ordered a couple of dashing, hittle numbers

Now be sure vou get the address sight  she told
themrl  Last time I bought » hat here you sent 1t
to the wrong address and it was several days before

Ile 2b Se
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¢ to-
T got tt® ¢ Youll poutnely get these hats
msmw the gl smd  “The saleslady that makhes
the mistakes 15 out mich.’

1 Articles bewng bought were a hats b dresses
¢ shoes

2 One of the salesgirls . was dead b was sick
¢. bad been fired

m
3F

A yrysician we know makung his leisurely way up
to the Preshyterran Hospital by Fifth Avenue bus

became mterested 1n the conversation of two young
{adiesahead of him  Isimply can ¢ understand why
the Army hasn t snapped him up long before this’

one of them smd ~ AsY understand st, st shiseyes?

smd the other She went on to retail such amazing
symptoms of eye abnormality that our friend was
tempted to interrupt her wmith some questions of his
own Its as well he didn t, because 1t developed o

moment later that they were talking about Super
man

1 The doctor was travelng by a bus b tax
¢ subway

2 Superman was rejected because of s 2 citizen
ship b heart ¢ eyes
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but with a shght amount of practice your compre
hension 16 hecoming capable of heeping up with your
racing eyes  To derne the most benefit from thes
excrenses, heep pushing vourself along n bigh gear
foot jammed down linrd on the aceclerator

I

Fun Houxe

Lasr Sunday at dusk three people were strolling
afong Rockefeller Plaza—n knowledgeable Nes
York Iady and a par of country cousins apparently
Ax they approached the Time and Lfe Building
famed ¥ ucedifice the well informed lady sud *They
call this the Time af Lafe Bulding—T don ¢ know
why

1 Theday was s Vonday b Saterdav ¢ Sun
day

2 Iow many people were myolved® a. 2 b 8
e 4

9 What time of dav was 11> a morning b after
noon ¢ cvening

I
Specralut
Laby stopped 1n ot her fayorite Madison Avenue bat
shiop and ordered o couple of daslung hittle numbers.
Mow be sure you get the address nght  she told
the el Last time I bought a hat here you sent 1t
to the wrong address and it was several days before
I1ec 2b 8¢
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I gotit®  Youll posttively get these hats to-
morrow, the gl said  “The saleslady that makes
the mistakes 1s out sich

1 Articles bemng bought were a hats b dresses
: shoes

2 One of the solesgurls a was dead b was sick
> had been fired

ar

4 F
A prrysician we know making his leisurely way up
to the Presbyterian Hospital by Fifth Avenue bus
became interested 1n the conversation of two young
ladies ahead of im I simply can t understand why
the Army hasn t snapped him up long before this,
one of them smid ~ As Y understand it it s lus eyes
said the other She went on to retail such amazing
symptoms of eye abnormality that our friend was
tempted to interrupt her with some questions of his
own Its as well he didn t, because 1t developed a
moment later that they were talking about Super
man

1 The doctor was travelmg by a bus b taxm
e subway

2 Superman was rejected becausc of s a citizen-
ship b beart ¢ eyes

IHI1a 2b
I i1a 2e¢
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VII
Guuled Tour

Tunrr Bntsh naval officery whose alnp had just
putin at the Brooklyn Navy Yand huled a tax and
ashed to be taken over to Tunes Square  They fur
ther requested since they were complete strangers to
the ety that the dnver pomnt out any interesting or
mgnificant landmarhs  OR.  the dmver sad
However they drove in mlence so far as the dnser
was concerned until they had crossed the nver and
headed uptosn  Then the cabman pointed with a
floun<h at o large bmlding and sd  Gentlemen
the Tombs! He drose them around the Tombs snd
then took them up to Times Square agam 1n aflence

1 The oflicers were o Amertcan b Brtwl
¢ Chlinese
2 The taxidenver ponted out & Grants Tomt
b TheTombs ¢ Times Square
viI
Spartan ¥ outh
At the beg g of the scssion at one of onr
oldest and mest conservatne prepamtory schools
the dean got up in chapel to make nn announcement
of the grasest impartance  Because labor was being
drmined away by defense industries hesaid the boys
would hereafter be expected ta make their own beds
and clean up their rooms A lad in the fourth ro
rased lshand  ‘Sir hesatd  will st be all nght f
we employ our own maids?
v i1bh b
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1 The educational institution was a a junior col
lege b a preparatory school ¢ a publie school

2 Labor was bemg dramed by a. thearmy b the
navy c defenseindustries

X
Counter Esponage

We have heard only one single story out of Hot
Springs where the Japanese diplomats and their
staffs were interned and thisisat  All the hittle chaps
were quartered 1n the Homestead Hotel and natu
rally the Homestead people were somewhat appre-
hensrve  Sure enough ene evenmg the fire-alarm
sounded The signal board indicated a bedroom
occupted by one of the Japs and guards, might
watchnten and G men hopped upstawrs  They found
the door They pounded on it for a while and then
broke 1t down Inside stood a termfied Jap 1n
nothing but shorts bewng thoroughly wetted down
by the automatic sprinhler system It turned out
that he had been rummaging through some old boot
heels and had found some documents he thought 1t
better to destroy So he had made a brish httle bon
fire of them mn the bathtub The sprinkler system
had done the rest, acting promptly and patriotically

1 The locale of this storv 1s a Hot Springs
b Homestead Virgma ¢ Washmgton D C

2 The documents had been foundin o the bathtub
b dresserdrawers ¢ boot heels

VIl 1b 2c
Inla 2e¢
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Your Eves and ITow to Use Them

(Start at the first arrow and read at hreakneck
speed—do not worry too much nhout comprchension)

—>0One of the chief obstacles to akilful reading 15an
mability to use the eyes properl  You ve doubtless
been reading for years and vears and no longer reahize
what a complexty of hubits 1s required for reading

Let us examune the matter chimeally  As your eyes
travel over a page of print, the following phenomena
occur

1 Your eves sluft several times on a single e In
betsween shifts the nctual reading 13 nccomphsh
These periods of rest or fizations to use the techmeal
term are extremely short—so short, mdeed, that they
are measurable in twenty fifths of o sccond  The shalful
reader uses fewer shifts, and hence fewer fixations, 18
covering o line of type A very good reader uses no
more than two or threc fixntions to a hine, a poor reader
as many as five or six, or even more <—

Now begin the chapter ngain reading for content
and nt vour normal, comfortable rate That
‘normal rate cidentally, has already mcreased
somewhnt because of Hic exercises you have done
m this and previous chapters—but that increase
1s infimtesimal compared to what you are still
capable of achicving
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2 At the end of each line, your eyes travel from rght
to seft to start the new hme This 13 called the “return
sweep

8 Under normal circumstances your eyes should
always travel mn 2 continuous left to rght direction,
except 1n the return sweep Occastonally, however asa
thought eludes you or as you fail to appreciate the
meaning or mmpheation of & word or phrase your eyes
will return to & previously read portion of a hme This
return 18 called o “regression ” Obwviously the more
skill a reader possesses, the fewer regressions he makes,
the less shill, the greater number of regressions

4 Actual reading, as has been said, occurs 1 those
mmute periods of titme which we have called “fixa-
tions” During a fixation a certmn number of words
are read ‘The space these words occupy on a lne 1s
called the eye span  The better you read, the larger
your eye span the less shilfully you read, the smaller
the span  An illustration will show the value of lengthy
eye spans 'Takle the hne

Mary had a httle lamb ats fleece was white as snow
A skalful reader will absorb 1t in 2 spans, as follows

Mary hd a hittle lamb] Jits fleece w 1s white 15 snow

Note that egch span covered a meanmngful phrase and
that the thought therefore could be absorbed nstan
taneously Let us now watch a very very poor reader

Aary ha|d a ht]tl. lamb] [its fljece w s whiite fs snow

o re—
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These gonls ean be reached by practice and concentra
tion  Let ug start ot once

Tollow the hines carcfulls  swting vour cye spans
and fixations to the rhythm indicated
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Was 1t hard? You started out with four fixations per
lne, dropped gradually to three, then to two Go over
page 202 several times until you have completely
mastered the techmque of making wide spans Once
you have done that, I shall give you the chance of
applying that technique to actual printed matter

Let us now try lengthening the eye spans on a prece
from the New Yorker

No more valentines| |at special prices

says Western Union | [No more

cut rate greetings| jat New Years or
Christmas or Easter | [echoes Postal
Telegraph | [Gone are the canned | Jor

as we like to say | [embalned messag

m which the| |presumably inarticulate
were supposed to] Jexpress their hopes
therr entl ms | [their condolences | [to
the presumably unfeeling| [ dirt-cheap
phrases] [set down by| [The Company | [We
hike to think that[ [possibly | [1t was not so
much the war| [that put a stop to this
practice| |as the fact that| [fewer and fewer
senders found themselses| |mlling to pay
even o reduced rate] [for a sentiment| [that
was clearly not their own | |and that few-
er and fewer| Irecervers| [found themselves
taken 1n by the hollow | [prearranged
phrases | [In any case | [tlus particular
heart does not go out] [to Western Union
or to Postal] [in their berenyement | [To,
come nght down to it | [we are dehghted
to see the end of a system| [wluch has
always seemed to us| [abomunably banal
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These gonls can be reached by practice and concentra
tion Let us atart at once

Follon the Iines carefully suiting vour eyu spany
and fixations to the rhythin indicated
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Was it hard? You started out with four fixations per
line, dropped gradually to three, then to two Go over
page 292 several tumes untl you have completely
mastered the technique of making wide spans Once
you have done that I shall mive you the chance of
applymng that technique to actual printed matter

Let us now try lengtheming the eye spans on a piece
from the New Yorker

No more valentines| |at special prices
says Western Umon | |No more

cut rate greetings| |at New Years or
Chnstmas or Easter | [echoes Postal
Telegraph | [Gone are the canned | Jor

as we like to say | Jembalmed messag

m which the| |presumably mnarticulate
were supposed to| |express their hopes
their enthi | [thewr condol [te

the presumably unfeeling| |in dirt-cheap
phrases| Iset down by [ [The Company | [We
like to think that| [possibly| it was not so

much the war{ [that put & stop to thus
practicel [as the fact that| |fewer and fewer
senders found themselves| [willg to pay
even n reduced rate| [for a sentiment| [that
was clearly not their own | jand that few-
er and fewer| Irecervers| [found themsels es
taken in by the hollow | |prearranged
phrases | {In any case | {tlus partscular
heart does not go out| [to Western Umion
or to Postal] [in_therr bereavement | [To
come nght down tot | [we are dehghted
to see the end of a system| [wlnch has
alway s seemed to us] [ak bly banal
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Are You n Vocahzer?

(Read at brenhnech speed wsing unusually wide eve
spans until you reach the second arrow )

~>If vou arc over tnenty vears of age, and are the
product of the avcrage Amcrican edueation of the 19208
or before the chanees are that you were taught to doa
good deal of oral reading or as \our primary teachers
called it reading out loud  This wns the greatest
mustahe education ever made  Much of the difficulty
that freshimen are having in colleges today can
traced to incorrect habits of reading which years of
oral rcading bwlt up in them

Oral reading must of course be taught in the first and
possibly the sccond grades until the young pup!!
becomes quite fanuhar with the reading process I'rom
that pont on any cmphasis on oral reading slows up
alent reading—for 1n oral reading words are read one
by one wlile i shilful silent reading words are not
rend at oll, but only phrases and thought sequences
The eyc and mind can absorb n page of print four fimes
a+ rapdly as the voeal organs can prongunce the words
that make up that page <—

(Now go back and read for content at your normal
rate )

6
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The greatest single bad effect that habits of oral read-
mg have on a reader 1s 2 tendency to what we call ‘vo-
calization ”’ Vocalization 1s the complete or partial pro-
nunciation of words durimg the process of silent reading

Read tlus paragraph aloud, at the same time placing
your forefinger on your throat, just below the Adam s
apple, to find your vocal chords Youll know your
finger 18 1n the right place as soon as you feel a vibra-
tion When you have located your voeal chords, con-
tinue reading silently Do you feel any further vibra-
tion even of the shghtest sort? If you do, jou are
vocalizing, and if you vocalize you are reading at only
25 per cent of your potential rate of speed

The most flagrant vocalizers are the ¢ lip-readers ”
Not only their voeal chords, but all other parts of therr
vocal mechanisms, are mtent on forming the words mn
front of them As g result, much of thewr attention 1s
concentrated on the actual sounds of the words and
that energy which should be directed toward under
standing and appreciating the content of what they
are reading 1s wasted m artrculating syllables

If you are a hip-reader or a vocahzer to the shightest

extent, you cannot hope to 1mprove your reading until
you chmnate your fathng Fortunately Ike many
other bad and unnecessary habits, tlis habit too 1s casy
to conquer Every time you find vourself sounding the
words m your mind, every tume jou reahze that your
thoughts are concentrated on the sound of what vou
are reading sfop reading Go back over the paragraph
you Just fimshed and drink wn the ideas attempting to
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lose nll consciousness of the words as mdividual umts
This will become especinlly easy in hight of the practice
you have already had n speeding up your reading and
ncreasing your cy ¢ span

It catclung yourscll in the oct of vocalizing nnd con
sciously determmming to stop does not work for you,
here 15 a sure-fire method, as suggested i The Improre
ment of Reading by Luella Cole put your finger wn your
mowth!

Sounds childish dotsn’t 1t? But it's effectn e—if you
msert your forefinger between your teeth and over
jour tongue, vou cannot vocalize without biting your
self  Dventually, voealizing will be associated m your
mind with n puinful finger, and alter a few days of this
the tendency to articulate should begin to leave you

A clean picce of wood or a pencil held between your
tecth will ser e a8 well, but, as Miss Cole suggests you
alway shave your finger with you, ready for use when nee-
essary  Muss Cole in her book cites an mteresting case '

John was a loud voealizer Whatever else might be
wrong with lnm 1t nwas evident at once to the teacher
of the remedial class that something must be done to
stop the noise John made if the other children were
to get their work done Without wating to make
any analysis Miss A, promptly recommended the
finger m the-mouth technique There ensued 2 st
lence—but almost no comprel of the read
matter John seemed unable to recogmze even the
smplest words unless he could pronounce them In
t Farrar & Tunchart,
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order to find somethmg that John could read with
out vocalizing 1t was necessary to use a second grade
book. Durng the first week John had hus doubts
about the value of this method but agreed to give 1t
afartrial Before the end of the second week he had
begun to feel that his reading was much less labored
than ever before Instead of being work the simple
book he was using became play At about this time
the boy appeared one morming with & neatly whittled
and sandpapered piece of wood all wrapped up mn a
clean handkerchief During the following six weeks
John Lept the piece of wood between lus teeth when
ever he was reading No other treatment was used
for this boy Yet m two months time he improved
nearly three years in speed and over a year in com
prehension Moreover he reported a great increase
1 the ease wmith which he read After leaving the
class John continued to carry the wood around with
hin but he used 1t less and less At the end of the
year he was reading without any artificial axd to keep
im from vocalizing
As an adult, your vocalizing 15 not likely to be as great
as John s was—hence, 1t will take 3 ou less time to over-
comeit After a hittle practice you will stop pronouncing
the words you see on a page of print
Matter of fact the shilful reader not only does not
pronounce the words he sees—not only doesn t sce
dividual words—but mndeed 1s occupationally almost
blind to certam ummportant words A shilful reader
will see the following when he reads *

' * This selection, like many of the others, 19 from the incomparable Vew
orker
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Froud

Tus one s about little chap eight who recently went
Boston vimt Grandmother tramn journcy alone
travelling shortage Pullman chairs day coach Ar
rived reported Grandmother trip uneventful except
strange encounter smtlor  Seem« Mother had put
tratn and then nice fady hod xat down beside lim
He and lady talked long time then train stopped
lots and lots smilors got on  (Tlns would have been
New London we figure) So then they rode and
rode long time tram stopped mce Indy got off
(Providence undoubtedly )  And then the cluld
told Grundmother bewilderment voice one sailors
acted real mad Heecamcoversard Listen youbittle
weasel you might have told us that babe wasnt
your mother

Prepositions, articles, and other small words that do not
defimitely add to the sensc of the prece have a barely
momentary recogmition in the skilful readers mnd
Now here 13 the prece a3 1t onginally appeared Read it
yourself as rapidly ns you can shunmeng over the un
important words

Fraud

Tis one 8 about & hittle chap of eight who recently
went up to Boston to visit Grandmother making the
train Journey all alone and travelling because of the
shortage of Pullman chairs m a day cozch  When he
arrived he reported to Grandmother that the tnp
had been uneventful except for a strange encounter
with a satlor It seems that Mother had put nm on
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the tram and then a nice lady had sat down beside
him He and the lady talked for o long time and
then the tram stopped and lots and lots of sailors
got on  (This would have been New London we
figure ) So then they rode and rode for a long time
and then the train stopped and the nice lady got off
(Providence undoubtedly ) And then, the child
told Grandmother bewilderment 1n lus voice one
of the sailors acted real mad He came over and smd
tome Listen you little weasel you mght have told
us that babe wasn t your mother

301

Does 1t make sense? No vocalization? Wide eye
spans? No regressions? Few fixations? Then you're
really learning how to read

To recapitulate, there are three mamn objections to
vocalization

1

1

It mterferes with absorption of meanmg, for the
umt of vocahization s a syllable, while the unit
of meaning 1s 2 word or phrase

It slows the rate, as the eye can travel four trmes
as fast as the voice can articulate

As the eye constantly gets ahead of the voice the
habit of excessive regressions 1s developed

So give y ourself a healthy rap over the knuckles every
time you find jourself voicing your reading nstead of
passtvely absorbmng it



CHAPTER VI

R' Tor Improsed Reading

(Read at breaknech speed up to the second arrow)

—»1With a few weeks of intensive scll trainmg you
can, as has been promised before, double or tmple
your rending shill  Ts 1t worth doing? Well most of
your mntellectual sustenance comes from books, news-
papers, and magazines Double your reading rate (8
goal quite easy to ruach if you are o poor or average
reader) and, without spending any more time or energy
on your reading jou double the amount of noursh
ment you derne from the time you usually give to
reading

Practice a httle ench day with the type of reading you
would do anyway If vou find that your rate 1s excep~
tionally slow (150 words or fewer 2 minute), or that you
tend to do an enormous amount of vocalizing go, With
out shame to children s books which vou can borro®
from a public hbrary  (Tell the hibrarian they re for
your son or daughter or little brother or sister) Try
the Tom Swift scries, or Tom Sawyer Huchleberr
Tinn or Masefields boys books The langunge 13
sumple the action swift and the story will carry jou
along If a woman, get a few copies of American Gurl
and practice on the stores 1 that pensodical Gradually
advance to more difficult tvpes of reading—detective

s02
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stories, my stertes, hght reading 1n the popular maga
mes—Good Bousthecping, Ladies Tome Journal, Satur-
dny Ereming Post, the Amencan—prachomg all the time
The * mystery novel of the month,’ wineh s ou witl find
o the back of the Amercan Magazine, will give you
eseellent matenal for your rate and non voeahzing
exeraises Do not try serous books or the intellectuat
tmagezues like Harpers, Atlantfic Monthly, or Amertcan
Mereury, untl you bave noticed o very great degree af
mprovement 1n your abihty %~

In some osses, the cntwe cause of poor reading 18
faulty eyeglasses, ot luch of them when they are needed
¥ you have frequent headaches when you rend, visit a
good oculist or optometrist and hase your ey es cheched
Make sure nlways that you read in sufficient hight At
night, a shaded 100 watt bulb 1s conduene to correct
sight and the Wlyminztion should come over 3our left
showder

Tests 1n schoals and colleges have proved that with

few weeks of traumun,
g, Improverment of
eular p! of reading can be

A3 you tram yourself to &
ecrease the number of your
fl::r::sns lengthen your £y e spans, stifie vocalizmg and
_- e speed, you will notice that comprehension
poranly suffers 'That 1s, as has been sawd, pesfectly

normal - Erentually, hower,
s er, nob onl
comprekenson veturn, but o y il your previous

than ever before el come back sharper and
%D I mind the smpl
1scussed 1n these wgesp ¢ rules we have thoroughly
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1 A few minutes n day read more quichly than is
comfortable, sacrificing comprehension if necessary

2 Avoid vocalization with the finger in the-mouth
techmique if nothing else helps

8 Increase your cye spans—drink in phreses and
thought patterns, not words as you read

4 Avoid regressions

5 Keep your return sweeps umform

6 Try to decrense your fixations to two or three for
the average line of print

These suggestions, if followed fasthfully and etery
day, will bear frit sconer and more abundantly than
you can dare to beliese Practice on every succeediog
chapter of thus book.  Lach chapter will contam arrows,
between the arrows heep reading just as fast as you
posaibly can, even if you get nothing from the matenal
‘When you ve reached the second arrow jou can come
back to the beginning and read again for comprehension

And now, let me prove to you that what you bave
already done 1n this scction has incrensed, at least 0
small mensure your rate of reading  Keeping in it
the oft repeated suggestions for mmproved reading £0
through at what 1s now your normal and comfortable
rate the followmng selection from the New Yorber
Time yourself as before then find your new rate of
readmng from the chart on pnges 275276 You will
doubtless be nmazed at the healthy improvement you
have already made Tme af Start

Min Sec
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About ten years ago, he retired from business
and found a good deal of time on his hands At ths
pomnt he began harking bach to hus college days—he
was Harvard *04-—when he built and drove several
racing cars He had 1n fact beaten W K. Vander
bilt Alex Winton Ralph De Palma and Barney Old
field m various races  Anyway he got to wondering
1f any of the old cars of that vintage w ere still around.
Through friends 1n vanous parts of the country he
began to hear of desirable collectors 1tems—a Cadil
lac 1n Oneontn a Pope-Waverly 1 Rochester, a
Stanley in Tarmmngton Mame and soon None of
these were 1n running condition and few were rec-
ogmzable for what they were but Mr Cannon knew
old cars mside and out from his racing days With
the help of a chauffeur mechanic he took each car
apart piece by piece and then rebuilt it This m
volved such fidgety jobs as rethreading screws re-
doing the michel work polishing the heads of up-
bolstery tacks rewinng the hights and 1igmtion and
ononeoccasion cuttingaquarter mch off eachspoke
50 that modern tires would fit the wheels Mr Can
non s of course stuch mn the matter of old fashioned
tubeless tires might as well ash for solid gold ones.

All the cars have licenses except the Mobile which
still has to have o ittle work done onit Mr Cannon
told us he had no trouble getting the licenses 1t
seemed to us that he was somewhat chagrned that
hehadn t

Time at Fimsh
Min Sce
Total Teme Nin Sec

305
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In case you're interested, here's the remamder of the
piece nbout Mr Cannon

Iis insurance company reacted with satisfying ms-
gving however, sent an mnvestigator out to mspect
the cars on the theory that they might not be safe
enough to be msured When the investigator ex
pressed doubts about the brakes Mr Cannon took
Tum out in the Cadullac slammed on the brakes, and
almost threw his passenger overboard Brahes in
those days were more efficient than now, Mr Can
non says because roads were bumpy and treacher
ous and without banks or grading  He thinks the
Ingh percentage of breahdowns was the fault of the
roads rather than the cars  Automobiles tn those
days were a lot better than anybody rehized ” he
told us
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CHAPTER I

Anyone Can Spell

(Read at brenkneck speed to the second arrow )

~>The only person who cannot learn to spell 13 one
who has no “visual memory’ You do not belong to
that class  If you did, you could never have learned to
read, and you would never have got this far in this book

Now 1t 15 true that some people have better visual
memories than others Let us test yours Study the
following box for 15 seconds, then cover 1t with your
band or a blank card <—

S
Wgémrj

Can you reproduce what you have seen? Try 1t
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Problem 111

Solution

II profiting

How to Be a Good Speller

Why is the final consonant of words like
marrel, conquer, and frarel not doubled
when a suffix s added?

In these and similar words, the accent
has not fallen on the final syllable
mar’ vel con’-quer, trav’-cl, etc  Thus,
any longer form contains n single con
sonant

conqueror traveling  marveling
conquered traveled marvelous
conquering traveler marveled

Other words that belong mn the same
category are

profit Jewel
cancel penl
combat shovel
chisel shrivel
equal libel ete

Apphcation Write each of the words
above with an ING ending

6
7
8
9
10

1 1 Trcall 1 )ewelms

O e D W0

penling shoveling, shriveling Ibeling



Problem IV

Solution

Anyone Can Spell $18

Shall we double the T when a suffix 1s
added to Jat? Isit hafing or Intting®
Words of one syllable which end mn a
single consonant (in this case T), pre-
ceded by a single vowel (in this case I)
double the consonant before adding a
suffin. ~ Examine these

it bat hop
hitting battimg hoppmng
hutter batted hopped

Now m fail since a double vowel (AI)
precedes the final consonant, no dou
bling 1s necessary

fail seal kneel
failed sealed kneeled
failing sealing kneeling
Application Wnite forms ending 1n ED
and ING for the following

ED ING
swap
sail
rap
man
pin

IV swapped swapping saled sailing rapped rapping manned
manmng pinned pinning
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Problem V

Solution

Bow to Be a Good Speller

How can one remember whether to
wnte L or IE?

There 18 the justly famous story about
the man who always wrote words con
toining an IE or EI so that both vowels
looked 1denticel, then he placed o dot
nght m the middle

Jeecee

That, however, 18 evading the 1s5ue A
practical rule, with some notable ex
ceptions, applies

Rule I before E except after C

Thus yield grieve decetve
believe chief conceive
field slege ete
weld achieve
relieve receive

Here are the exceptions
1 Words mn which EI 1s pronounced &
(ay)

weigh neigh mveigh
feign freight sfergh
ete



Problem VI
Solution

Anyone Can Spell 815

2 seize lewsure
counterfeit neither
foreign either
forfeit weard

Appheation Fill m the blanks with
either EI or IE, according to which 1s
required

18 ge 1 f

2 gr ve 12 n ce

8 f gn 18 p ce

4 for gn 14 w 1d

5 h ght 15y W

81 sure 16 counterf t
7 rec  ve 17w o

8 dec ve 18 s ze

9 bel ve 19 n ghbor
10 ¢h £ 20 w gh

Which 18 correct, noticable or nofrceable?
After C and after G the E 13 retamned
before able or ous, thus

noticenble enforceable peacesble
replacesble serviceable ecourageous
changeable traceable outrageous
chargeable marnageable advantageous

V 1 sege % gneve S feign 4 foregn 5 heght 6 lewsure
7 recetve 8 decerve 9 believe 10 cluef 11 field 12 niece

13 piece

14 wield 15 yield 16 counterfait 17 werrd

18 se1ze 19 neighbor 20 weigh

’
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Problem ¥V

Solution

How to Be a Good Speller

How can one remember whether to
wnte El or IE?

There 13 the justly famous story about
the wan who always wrote words con
taimng an IC or EI so that both vowels
looked 1dentical, then he placed a dot
nght 1 the mddle

eecene

That however, 18 evading the 1ssue A
practical rule, with some notable ex
ceptions applies

Rule I before E except after C

Thus yeld grieve decerve
beheve chief conceive
field siege ete
wield achieve
reheve recelve

Here are the exceptions

1 Words n which EI 1s pronounced &
(2y)
weigh neigh mveigh

fexgn freight sleigh
ete
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2 seize lewsure
counterfert neither
foreign either
forfeit weird

Appheation Fill m the blanks with
ather EI or IE, accordmg to which 1s

required

1s ge 1mf 1d

2 ve 12 n ce

g f gn 18 p ce

4 for gn 4w Id

5 h ght 15y W

61 sure 16 counterf t

7 rec  ve 17w 1d

8 dec  ve 18 s ze

9 be ve 19 n~ ghbor

10 ch £ 2 w gh
Problem VI~ Whuch 18 correct nofwable or noticeable?
Solution After C and after G the E 15 retamed

before able or ous, thus

noticeable enforceable peanceable
replaceable serviceasble courageous
changeable traceable outrageous
chargeable marriageable advantageous
V 1 mege ¢ gneve 8§ feign 4 foregn & height 6 leisure
7 recene 8 deceive 9 belteve 10 chuef 11 field 12 mece

13 pece 14 wield 15 yield 16 counterfeit 17 wewrd
18 seize 19 neighbor 20 weigh
‘
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Problem VII
Solutwon

How to Be a Good Speller

The retention of the E Leeps the G and
C soft (hhe J and 8 respectny ely)

However, tlus rule applies only before
ABLE and OUS not before ING The
reason while A and O are hard vowels
(1c, they mahe s Cor G hard) I3 a
soft yowel (1 e, 3t heeps the G or C soft)

Thus noticing  teplacing  charging
changing  sersieing  tracing

After other letters than C or G, E 18
dropped before ABLE or OUS 15 added

blame—blamable

deplore—deplorable

hive—livable

admire—admirable

desire—desirable
cte

Note Because D preceding G has the
same ‘softening nfluence as a followng
E, no I 1s necessary m

judgment abridgment

lod, t achnowled t

TIs 1t honor or honour?

OUR 13 & Brtish ending solely It s
found m Amencan speling only mn the
word glamour The derved form how
ever, 18 glamorous
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Problem VIII How can one know whether a word ends

Solution

Problem IX
Solution

m ENCE or ANCE?

Only visual memory will help mn such
mstances as there 1s no reliable rule to
gude the speller It usually helps to
think of another form of the word

abundance —abundant
resistance —resistant

sigmficance  —significant
But

competence  —competent
confidence —confident
residence —resident
violence —violent

If n doubt use ENCE, which 1s found
1n more words than ANCE

Hovw about ABLE or IBLE?

Agam no rule 1s really satisfactory,
though once more 1t helps to thuk of &
dertved form

accessible —accesston
audible ~—aud:tion
corruptible —corruption
permussible  —permission

admussible —admisston
comprehensible—comprehension
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8p

controling 22 desireable
travelhing 28 judgement
conquerring 24 acknowledgment
marveling 25 glamour
perilous 26 labour
begiming 27 glamourous
receive 28 resistance
beleve 20 confidance
siege 30 audable

weird 31 comprehensible
leisure 32 1rnitable
concerve 33 mimtible
steze 84 1rresishible
feign 85 pamicky

neice 36 frohieing
noticeable 87 piemcher
couragous 88 analyze
servicable 89 paralize
deplorable 40 advertize

If you found at least seventeen of the twenty ms
elled words, and rewrote them correctly and if vou

marked wrong no more than three words which were

[uu}

rrectly spelled, then you may consider that you have

gawned shall and profit from this chapter

8 controlling 4 travelng & conquenng 6 v 7T V

8 beginning 9 /10 beleve 11 v 12 18 V
14 v 15 sewe 16 +/ 17 nicce 18 +/ 10 courageous
90 serviceshle 21 y/ 22 desrable 23 ]udgment 2 v
25 4/ 26 labor 27 gt a8 /29 20 audt
ble 81 v/ 82 v/ 33 inumtsble 8% +/ 35 /' 80 froliching
87 v/ 88 v/ 89 paralyze 40 advertise




CHAPTER 1T

Fifty-Five Speling “Demons”

(Read at breaknech speed to the second arrow )

—>As has been said, if y ou have an average or better
than average visual memory two things can help make
you a perfect speller The first, an acquamtanceship
with mmportant rules we have covered in Chapter I
The second, a famiharity with the correct spelling of
words which are frequently musspelled 1s what we wish
to gain mn the present chapter Here are fifty five of the
peskiest demons of them all—the letters which do the
most damage betng printed 1 bold face capitals and
then underlined so that thes will have a sufficiently
strong mopact on your visual memory To lodge them
still more securely m your mind, take your pencil and,
after studying each demon write it 1n the blank which
immediately follows 1t «€—

1 oLL mght (This must 4 arGUMent (no E)
be wmiten m two

words not one ) 5 abSenCe

G abSCess

2 aDDress 7 aNomt
3 acadentALL: 8 2SSaSSin

321
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11 preceed 16 1mocculate
12 reccomend 17 disippate
18 abeense 18 surprize

14 abcess 19 mathamatics
15 annomnt 20 baloon

11 precede 12, recommend 13 sbsence 14 abscess 15 anoint
16 moculate 17 diswipate 18 surpnse 10 mathemntics
20 balloon
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R For Perfect Spellng

(Read at breakneck speed until second arrow )

—>There 15 no such thing as a word spelled pretty
well or almost nght 1t 1s erther absolutely perfect or
1t 18 all wrong You are judged as much by your spell-
mg as by your speech People bemng the muserable
mortals that they are, nothing gives them Leener
pleasure than to find someone nappng Write a letter
file a report, jot down a2 message i which there 1s even
one musspelled word, and you can bet your bottom
dollar that someone 1s gomg to seize the opportuntty
of snichering at vou It s sad—but that s hie

If you ve mastered all the words in Chapters Land IT
you are hardlv hkelv, under ordinary circumstances to
musspell every-day words One cannot do much con
sciously, to unprove one s general spelling, for the most
frequent contact with correctly spelled words 1s durng
reading and at that time, as has been pomnted out
before, the skalful reader does not thmk of letters or
words but only of 1deas «—

You can improve y our spelling of specific words about
which 3 ou re 1 doubt by looking them up m the die-
tionary at the time you have to write them—and learn
ing them so well at that time that 3 ou will not be likely

to msspell them 1 the future
323
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This 13 pretty obvious stuff, of course, and 1t hardly
poys to usc paper mentionmng it But remember this
there 15 no such thing as a constitutionally poor speller
If y ou gencrally have trouble o little study and patience,
and some extra trmmng of your visual memory when
you look up the spelling of a word, will bring 1mprove
ment

This much can also be sard the person who 1s sklful
1n the use of words can also spell them correctly Ever
since you've been working i this book, you have been
ncreasing your shill and power with words—so 1t 13
very probable that you are already o better speller than
you used to be—unless, of course you were perfect!
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q ms—lao
abdomen, 200

~gble words ending in, 171-172
sbridgment, 316

abscess, 321 824

nbsence 821 324
absolutely 197 200
absorb 176 201

absurd & 178
abundance, $17
abundant, 817

abyzmal, 176

accelerstor 174

accent in relstion t0 spelling §11-812
accent, shifting of 160-191
aceept, 140 174
acceasjble, 817

accession 317

accessory 174 180
acadentally 8 321 328
acchmate, 100 201
accumulative 185
nectirate, 140 195
accustom, 174

acerbity 174

achreve, S14
acknowledgment, 316 320
nequiesce, 183

acumen, 02, 83 80
address, 821

Adler Mortinter J, 31
administrative 185
admirsble, 5 101 $16
admure, 101 816
admussible, 317

edvantage, 166

advantageous, 816

advertise, 310 820

advertisement, 201

edvise, 319

affect—effect, 248-249 256

affected—effected 246

affected pronunciation 187 141-144
154

afluent, 115

agun, 144

agamnst, 144

~age, words ending 1n, 173-174

aggregate, 190

agle, 84 95 97 172

ague, 170 180

Alken, Janat Rankin, 212, 213 220

amnt, 210 245 238

~aire words endmg in, 87

slgebra, 161

algebrae, 101

alkal, 191

glkaline, 181

alkalmty 191

all nght, 8, 921 823

alphabet, 110

alternate, 190

slternative—choice, 231 256

amateur 198

ambigmty 23-30 3%

ameliorate, 100

Amerrean, 194

Ammcanlla:myw 273 £76 277 303

Amencan Mercury

American versus Bﬁﬂ-‘u proguntia
tion 172-173

87
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amieable 171
amount—number 247
analyhic, 191

amlyze 8,191 818, 520
-ance 1n spelling 317
anger 189

angered 180

engle, 183, 189

angler 189
eopliclzation 178
anglophile, 172

angry 189

ammate, 190
annoyance, 57

anaoint, 321 824
anomalhes, 113
&nomalous, 118
anomaly 111 112, 113

any more—no more, 24
Anyone Can Spell $09-820
apastate, 118, 120
apparatus, 108, 18D
appendicihis, 176
applicable, 171
appreciate 167
aphreciation, 197
appreciative, 185
eppropriate, 100
approxumate, 190
apricot, 201

equline, 181

wrintranly 20 21

arch 188

archaeolas— 186
archate, 188
arch angel, 186
arch-bishop 186
Archimedes, 186

Index

~are words ending in, 87

arens, 102

Are You a Vocalizer? 206-301

argument, 7 321

anse, 310

arrogance, 6

arthntis, 176

articulation, 193

asked 105

as—Tike, 247

amnine, 181

wapirate, 100

assailant, 61

assasmn, 321

assistant, S2@

assoante, 190 166

assocration, 167

assume 146

as well as, 217

at, 150

ate, 173

~afe pronuncation of 189-100

athesst, 8

athlete, 152

athletic, 140 192

athlehics, 201

-glite  pronunastion of 184
85

1
Allantic Montkly 308
sttacked, 140 104
attntion 85 68, 69
sudible, 817 320
audition, 317
aunt, 144 166
au revowr 201
authenticated 18 £3
authontative, 185
avenue, 144
-arer words ending in, 84
avistion 169
avator 189
axfully 240
awry 201
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baboon 201
Bach 186

bade, 185
bagnio, 180
balloon, 822, 324
banal 191
banakty 191
banana, 165
banquet, 183
barbanc—barbarous, 251 252, 256
baronet, 110
barrege, 174
basket, 171
bassoon, 102
bat, 818

bath 134 185
bathes, 182
baths, 182
bayonet, 182

be, 150

Bear Robert M 273 276, 277
because 176 201
been, 173

began—begun,
begmning 820
believe, 195 814 315 320
benefit, 522 323

benzine, 181

be sad synonyms of 38
besde—bemdes, 252 256
better 152

between you and 1, 216 258
bible, 191

biblical, 191

bibliophile, 172

bieycle, 108

b1 hingual, 72 80

blamable, 316

blame, 318

blithe, 178, 182

boatswain, 181

bolted, 60

245

829

bona fide, 201
book, 179
bother 57
bough, 177
bouguet, 182, 105 £01
bovine, 5 181
brevity 6
bnnging 189
British pronunciation 172-178
bronchnal, 140
bronchitis, 176
brooch, 198, 201
Breoklyn sccent, * 170-171
broom 184
Browning Robert, § 259271
Browsing Through the Dictionary
42-49
brung for brought, 238
bacolie, 118, 119
Buflitt, Williem C., 52
bungle, 189
Bunyan, John, 241
Burke Edmund 241
business, $22, 323

C

cabaret, 182
cabriolet, 182
cacophony 84 95 97
cadaver 169

cadet 182

calendar 322

call 167
calummate, 116 117
calomny 117
camomile, 172
camouflage, 174

can 171
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can hardly 244
camne 181

cant 165 171
caprice, 93 94 07
catbonate, 100
carjeature, 108
Carlyle Thomas 214
carnon 111 112 118
carte blanche, 73 80
castanet, 10
cntastrophe 174
catch, 140
catholiaty 40
Cele 175

cetamue, 176

ch pronunciation of 179 188
chagnin 186

chair 179 186
champngne, 180
champion, 180
chance, 166
changeshle, 315
changing, 810

chaos, 186

charade, 105

Chaucer Gaoﬂrey 262
chauffeur 144
chauvinizn 188
chaueinst, 51

Check Up en Your Pronunelation,

193-109
chestnut, 181
Chevrolet, 182
chic, 186 201
chicanery 111 112, 186
chief 314 315
chimera, 186
Chinese Janguags 200

Index

chiropodust, 180

chisel, 54 812
choice—alternative, 251 256
choral 191

chorale, 191

~ctde an etymon, 54

Circe 108, 100
creumanon, 54
circumlocution 65
arcumstance, 173

~cty an etymon, 53, 54
avilization, 173
clandestine, 65 68, 69 167
clzng 189

clanging, 188

clangor 188

clemency ¢

dingmg 188, 180

clmk 1

chque, 193, 201

cloth, 182

cloywng, 72, 80

coren, 102

coercion 6

cogitate 43

cold 174

Cole Louella, 203-200

colloquial uaages, 241
colloquy 33
colonel, 177
combat, 312
combatant, 201
command 166
commiserate, 116 117
commuttee, 322, 323
commonplace 60
Senss Grammar 2290
communicative, 185
comparable, 171 197
comparative, 522
compete, 192
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competence, S17 cough 177
competent, 317 could, 151
competitive, 192 counterfeit, 315
complacent, 72 80 coupé, 197
complacently 33-34 courngeous, 815 320
complexioned 7 coyote, 170
comprehensible, 317 320 ¢ pronunaation of 174-175
comprehenuon, 317 cram 171
compnse, 319 crawl 174
compromuse, 519 credible, 118
comptroller 181 credible—credulous, 249
compunction 111 112, 118 creditably 17 23
conceive 814 320 credulity 101
concentrate, 160 credulous, 113 181
concertina, 102 critens, 88 40
conase 53 crocodile, 172
concubine, 181 cuisine, 181
condone, 116 117 culinery 199
confidence, 317 320 cursonily 114
confident, 317 cut, 174
connowsseur 822
connotations, 21 24 D
conquer 312 dandy 170
conquening, 520 dangle, 188, 189
conservatory 173 data, 168, 169
contemptible—contemptuous, 258  debut, 201
256 decade, 120
context, 22, 24 deceive, 314 815
control 811 decision, 53
controling 311 320 decorative, 185
conviiality 81 84 decorous, 182
coolly g2 defiat, 140
cnoperative, 185 Defoe Daniel 241
el m1 1g demuse, 176
233;3, 6 113 Democracy and the Brosd A, 1635~
coropet, 182 167
correct ! of d 204
183-135 depend, 118
Correct Usage 210-262 deplorable, 316, 520
corruptible, $17 deplore, 316
corruption $17 deseription, 7
corsage, 174 desert, 322
desideratum, 169

cortege, 174
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desurable, 7 316 32D dmmatic, 101
desrable—desirous, 252 258, 2356 dramatest, 181 202
deaire, 316 drank—drunk, 245
desire, synonyms of 58 drowned, 140 245

despuse, 319

dessert, 322

desultory 80 41

devise 319

Dewey Thomss E., 31

did—done, 245

differeat from 5 218, 223 245, 238

dilettante, 180

dim 177

dipsomamae, 104

direct 108

dingibl_, 107

disabused 72, 80

diappear 322, 823

disappomnt 322

duseern, 176

discniminate 7

diseases, 176

disguise 819

duhabille, 202

dinnterested—uninterested 247 250
251 256

disparage, 59

disputable, 172

diareputable, 171

issipate 522 324

divan, 168

dizxy 59

do 171

docile, 172, 173

dog, 202

domcile, 172

double comparative 213, 258

double negative 216 233

double subject, 238

double superistive 218

doubling a letter in spelling, 318

doubloon, 102

drama, 167 191 202

drunkenness, 322

d—ik substitution, 138, 139
dudgeon, 92 03 97

duet, 110

dulecet, 118 119

duleimer 119

dumfound 822

duphaty 77 80

dunng 146

duty 202

E
each of with verb 282-984
eat, 133
eaten—et 215
ecstasy 322 329
educated synonyms of 58
a d n

154
educsted standards of pronuncls
tion, 154
effect—nflect, 248-240 250
effunvely 78, 80

e or 1¢ in spelhng 314-315

either 141 142, 143 144 154 315

either—neither 218, 229-231 246
253

eldest—oldest, 253

Elektra complex 108, 100

Elementary  Lessons wn Englith
Grammar 260

elephantine 181

elm, 140 191

elocution 55

t,
Emerson, R. W 10 214
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~enes 1o spelling 817
enceinte 183
enervatng 68, 02 05
enervation, 92 90

en famlle, 183
enforceable, 315
English 189

emgma, 108

ennw, 183 202

=et, pronunciation of 189
n rapport 183

en route, 183
ensemble, 183

~enniee words ending w, B4 8BS
enterprise §19

entr acte 183

entree, 183

envelope, 202

epaulet, 110

episode 192

epusodic, 102

epitome, 180 202
epoch, 180

equal, 312

era, 198

Enr, 103

erratum, 169

erudite, 91 §8 114 115
erudition, 82 115

eschew 114 115

eschewal, 11§

esoterie, 5 101 202
<spionage, 174

established ysages, 240

ether 179

~¢t, pronuncigtion of 181-182
evanescent, 101

everyaue, tumber of 210
Exactly What Is Gremmar? 211-214
example 168

except, T 238, 246

833

exercise, 319

exhibition, 185

exile, 185 202

evotie, 185

explieable 171

exposé, 72, 80

ez pronuncabtion of 185

eye spang, 272 £80-205 301 309
304

F

Facts about Current Engluh Usage

233 238, 239
Fadiman Clifton 88
fal, 313
falcon, 196
fan, 171
farm, 173
farther 213-214
farther—farther 239
fast, 165 171 178
faucet, 140
Febi 140
fegm, 314 315 320
felne, 179 181
fertile 172

fizsco, 105 108

field, 314 815

Fifth Grammatical Sin, 232-234
Fifty five Spelling Demons, 321-32%
figure, 103

flm, 140 104

finger 188, 189

finus, 106

First Grammatical Sin 218222
Fire Cardinal Sins, 215-834
fizations, 2383, £01-295 301 308, 304
frord, 106

flacad 174 180 100
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flagrant, 100 George 175
for 150 151 German words pronunciation of
forbade, 105 178

forchead 180 gesticulate, 175
foreign, 815 gesture, 175
foreteling 51 ghost, 177
forfeit, 815 gibbensh 175
forget, 110 mbbet, 175
formidable, 0% 05 07 171 175
fortitude, 16 24 gblets, 175
fortune, 202 175

Fosdick, Dr Harry Emerson, €6 30

Fourth Grammatical Sin, 220-231

fracas, 160

frale, 172

francophile, 172

fratnierde, 54

treight 314

Freach worde pronunciation of 178
181-182, 183

friend 322

Friss C. C,, 250

frolicking, 818, 320

from, 150

Irom-—off of 245

functionsl 18 24

funereal, 118

further 213214

futile, 172

G
gain 175
gals, 93 97 203
Gallup Poli 235
gool 107
garage, 174
garnet 110
garnulity 92, 86, 191
garrulous, 91 101
gascline, 176 181
gastntus, m

gelatine, 18
genwne, 5 170 181 208

glamorous, 816 320
glamour 818 520

glint, 175

gloomy €1

gnome, 102

gnomie, 192

g£o, 175

going out, synonyms of 58
Good Amerrean Speech 140
Good Houseleeping 803
good, msuse of 258

good usege 228

gourmet, 8 182

governable 318

government, 180 194

¢ pronuncigbion of 174

graduste, 190

grammar 322

Grammar and Correct Taage 210~
262

Grammar Gets Hard Boiled £33-
243

grammar tost 6 7
grammatical terms 212
grandiloquent &4

grass, 178

gratis, 168, 160

Grattan end Gurrey 260
gratuitous, 93 67



grieve, 314 815

Enevous, 140

grumace, §

gnmy 199

growed for grew 236
175

guest 177

Gude to Better Englush, 226
gullotine, 181

gullibiity 03

gullible, 62, 06

gunwhale, 181

gust, 178

gymecology 175

H
bad, 151
badn t cught to, 245
haleyon 106
half 167 203
bhamlet, 110
bammer 177
hand 170
hang, 187
hangar 183-189
hanged—hung 247 254 57
hanging 188-189

Harpers, 803

has, 181 171

have drunk, 238

baven t hardly 238

he, 151

healthfu! 213 e14
healthy 219 214
bearth 178

bught, 815

Hemingway Emest, 214
Henley William E., 8 162
ber 150

Index

herb 181 184
berome, 181
heron 103
her she, 215
heterogeneous, 114 115
Ierarchy 186
hin 150
hunder 118
us, 150 151
hustory of words, 50-56
hit 818
hittng 158
homage 183
homogeneouy, 115
honor 179
hoof 184
hoots, 184
hop, 813
honzon, 203
hospitable, 171
hostile, 172, 173
hotel, 183
How to Be & Good Speller 307-328
How to Bacome = Skilful Reader
263-308
How to Say It, 200-205
& proounciation of 179 183-184
Hull, Cordell 32
human, 183
humane, 183
Human Engineering Laboratories
15 123
humble, 183
bumor 179 183
humorous, 183
hyena, 102
hymn, 177
I
-ibls in spelling S17-318
idiomatic, 100
12 or ¢+ 1n spelling S14-315
1gnomimous, 198
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ignominy 198

1guoramaus, 168, 160

~ile words ending In, 172
et 59

illiteracles 154

{iliterate grammar 210
illiterate pronunciation 157-141
illiterate usagez 240 241
illustrate, 157
imaginative, 185

mbecile, 172

imbroghe, 181

I~me 214 248
imtation, 818

1mmobile, 31 34
immorab—ummoral 254 257
immure, 115

impasse, 72, 80

impede 118, 110
1mpediment 110

mpend 113
mpertutbable, 114 115
irpingmg 73 80
impious, § 108 203
mplacable, 169
wnply—mfer 234 285 257
wapotent 203
impregnablle, 81 34
Improvement of Reading 208-209
upprovise 310

inapplicat le, 171
incarcerate, 114 115
incdentally 8 322
masnon 58

incogmto, 208
incomparable, 171
tncorrect tenzes 258
ncredibihity 118
weredible, 113
incredible—incredulous, 240 256
incredulity 111 112, 118
neredulous, 118
indecorous, 182

Index

ndret, 180

indisputable, 172
mdomutable, 59

-tne pronunciation of 179 181
Inexorable, 114 115
inexplicable, 171

nfamous, 203

nfanticide, 54

infantile, 172

informal grammer 2186, 217
ingemous, 01 06
ingenious—ingenuous, 235 257
ingenmity

g pmnuncmhon of 188, 130
1nhospitable,

jnimitable, 8, S'ls 20

«tnk, words ending in, 85 86
inmate 180

moculate, 7 322, 823
inquiry 203

insecticrde, &%

inset, 110

1nsurrection, 100
interpretative, 185

intneate, 140

invegh 314

Inrictus 162

mviolable, 318

mviolate, 38 34

wxhine, 203

wate, 100

frony 198

irreparable, 171

frresistible, 320

srrevocable, 171

irrevocably 30 4t

imtable, 318 820

imtate, 87

imntation, 318

Italian words, promunclation of 178



~ths pronunciation of 1768
itis] 217

it 18 me, 217 240

1t a—its, 24,

“26 10 spelling 818-310

J
Jeopardy 82-3%
Jeremiad 108
Jespersen, Otto, 218
1ewel, 312
Judgment 816 820
Juhet, 120
Just, 184
Juvenile, 172

K

Eeats, John, 160
keen, 59
Lept 19%
Lhaly, 107
kiln 181 203
Etcbenetle, 110

leptomarac, 6, 105
kneel, 313

L
labor 320
Iaboratory 173
laconse, 114
laconicism 114
Ladies Home Journal, 303
lsggard 100
lamentable, 171
lampoon 105 106
land, 171
Language and Its Grouth, 150
laryngitis, 176
last, 170
Latin words pronunclation of 178
laugh, 167 173
law 105
Law Margaret Lathrop 204-205

Index 337

Lay 7 216 218

Teave—let, 245 259

leenng 77 80

legulative, 184 185

Lehman, Herbert H, S2

lewsure 8185 820

length, 180 188, 204

Leonard Sterling Andms 223, 224
236-211

leomine, 181

less—fewer 216 250 256

Lewis, Corporal Charles 268

libel, 812

lbrary 194

hconice, 203

Tie—lay 218-222, 238 246 258

likewise, 319

Iimbo, 165 100

lrmtable 818

Lumtation, 818

linger 188, 189

lip-readers 272, 207-301

liquor 183

lithe, 178 182

little, synonyms of 61 62

Livable, 316

live, 516

lodgment S16
long 187 188, 189
longer 188

longest, 188 180
lougenity 5 175
Long Island 187 189
long-ived 203

! crous, 84 183
l:qqu,m an etymon, 5-55
lorgnette 110
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lomng, 189

Lothario 107 100

love of sclt synonyms of &8
luadity 40 41

lucrative, 91 03 60

lung 188, 189

lute 146
luxunant—lorunons, 250 256
luxurious, 186

luxury 186

M
Mseaulay Thomas B., 241
machune, 170

McLean, Margaret P 149
McNutt, Panl ¥ 30
magnate, 190
magnetic, 76 80
magmloquent, 55
muze, 102

mahgn, 179 180
malignant, 81 96
mahgnantly 03
malinger 81
mahngerer 02, 96
man, 170 318

manae, 181

mamacal, 191 318
manufacture, 105
Marckwerdt and Walcott, 223 241
manonette, 110
marmalade 105
marmageable, 315
martinet, 116 117 182
marvel, 812
marveling, 20
massage 174
mathematics, 322, 324
matnade, 54 116
maw 102

maze, 102

me, 151

Measuring Your Word Pawer $-11
medictne, 173

meditative 185

memngitiy, 176

mercantile, 172

meticulous pronunclation 137 145~
1

54
misanthrope, 91 ¢6
musanthropic, 63
miscellany 40 41
muschievons, 5 140
m; 50
musspell, 392
modern, 140 203
Modern Englush Grammer 218
moncsyllabic, 40 41
monscon, 102, 103
moon 179
moor 102
moral 191
morale, 75 80 191
more happier 255
moron 103
mow 102
mundane, 118, 120
muniapal, 140
maural, 116
Moursell, Jumes L. 184
must of—must have, 234
my 151

Nations! Council of Teachers of
English, 224 237

nausea, 196

nauseale, 198

nectanne, 181
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neigh, S14

neighbor 315

nether 142, 148 144, 815
nether of with verb, 240

new 146

New Enghisk Grammar 211

newsstand 8 822, 323

Newsweel: &7

Rew Way to Exercise 82-89

New Words for Old 57-63

New Words Making Them Stick,
00-57

Kew Words Where to Find Them,
71-81

New Yorker 20 274-275 ST7-RT8,
279-287 203-204 209 300 301
304-306

Aew I ork Times 267-269

ng pronunciation of 187-189

nice, 239

mcoline, 181

nece, 315 820

Nimrod 107 109

none s, 217

none, with verb 234 239

nonpareil, 156

nostalge, 110

nostrum, 67 68

not, 183

noteworthy 61

noticeable, 815 320

noticing, S16

novelette, 110

nude, 203

numsance, 148

839

occurrence, 311 819

O'Connor Dr Johnson, 15 16 123

octaroon, 4446 49 102, 103

octogenanan, 4446 49

octuple, 4448 49

oculist, 44-46, 49

odahisque, 4346 49

ode, 4448 49

odmm, 4546 49

odoriferous, 44—46, 49

Odyssey 109

Oedipus, 109

of 148, 149 150

of—of a, 245

often, 181 197 203

omelette, 110

omnivorous, 39 41

one of with verh, 232-234 247 258

ones, 217

On First Looking anfo Chapmans
Homer 160

only postion of 240

00 pronunaation of 179 184

oppresave, 60

opulent, 114 115

-or 1 spelling 316

organization, 173

argustie, 175

orgy 175 197

crmate, 180

~orpus, pronunciation of 182

ostennible, 119

ostentatious, 118, 119

ostentations grammar 216 217

Our Wondertnl Erratic Langusge
177-192

~ous w spelling, 815-316

outrageous, 313

cutstnp, 61
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overwhelmed, 50 phthusic, 178, 204
Ozymandias of Egypt, 163 phthins, 198
pienicker 318, 520
P plenicking 7 318
pachyderm, 179 piece, 515
palm, 177 Pin, 313
Panaces, 67 68 114, 115 199 204 piquant, 181 183
panrcky 818, 82 piquet, 183
Panorama, §3 95 o pirouette, 111
pants, 171 plague, 57
panaile], 322 plazs, 167
paralyze, 318, 520 Pleasure, 173
parnade, 54 plebelan, 106
particular 19, plethorn, 63, 67 €8
pass, 165 170 plumber 177
patio, 167 poem 195
patnicide, 54 poetic conse 228
Peaceable, 315 poignant 180
pecan, 107 Polygamons, 104 106
peculianty 198 polythesm, 47 49
Ppedngogue, 117 pomade, 47 49
pedant, 117 pomegranate 47 49
pedantic, 116 117 pomegranates, 107
pedantry 117 154 pomp, 47 49
pendant, 118 pomponty 47 49
pendulous, 118 pompous, 47 49
penury 111 112 ponderous, 47 49
Papyy Samuel, 241 pomard, 47 49 198
peregnne, 181 portents, 75 80
perfume 204 posseamon, 322
per{unctory 168 possible, 318
perl, 812 Ppositively 198, 200
perilous, 320 posthumous, 167
‘permussible, 917 potato, 195
Permission, 317 potentnte, 190
permut, 158 pot pourn 204
Ppermicous, 116 Practico In Speed Reading, 270-287
pernflage, 174 pre- a prefix 52
perspuration, 204 precede, 8, 322, 54
pester 57 precise, 33
pharyngitis, 176 precuslan, 117
Philistine, 181 predatory 32, 34

phlegmatic, 8 27 81 95 06 preface, 04
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prefer 311
preferable, 171
preference, S11
prefernng 311
premomtion, 51
Prepositions, 218

in grammer 26-228 259
prestige, 174
Poma face 204 )
Prnapal—pnnesple, 248, 258 257
prvilege, 322

prodigions, 22, 24
profile, 172
profit, 812
Progress, 173
prohibition, 18§
project, 173
proliferating, 89 41
prolix 118 117
prolmty 117
Prone—supine, 256 257
Pronuncation, $22
Fronuncizhon, 151-154
principles of 177-192
test, 5
Propensity 111 112, 118
Pro rata, 169
Prospice, 270-271
Prostrate, 190
Prostratiop, 111 112
Pprosy 76 80

psychatry 26
puerile, 172
Putting Magazines to Work, 64-70

Q
quaint, 183
qualitative, 184 185

841

quantitative, 184 185

quay 178, 196, 204
querulous, 93, 97 118, 183
quernlondy 84

quntet, 111

quote, 183

qu, pronunciation of 182-183

R
rediator 169 197
reecor 73 80
rap, 318
rather 144 166
mtionality S8, 40
reading, Improvement of 263-306
Reading I've Liked, 3540
reading rate 275-276
resding test, 5~10
recave, 814 $15 820
Recent Trends in American Pro-
nuncistion, 168-176
recogmze, 183
recommend, 322, 824
recoucile, 172
recitnde 111 112
redolent, 02, 04 97
refer 811
reference, 811 819

regreasions, 259, 291, 295 301 303
193

relevant, 116, 117
relicve 314
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tang, 188, 189 ‘Tom, 153

task, 158 tomato, 167
tenacious, 101 Tomerrow 201-285
tenacity 101 tonsilitls, 176
‘Terpsichare, 100 torment, 57
terpmehorean, 107 tough 177
terrestnial 76 80 tourniquet, 111 182
Test Your Grammur 244-247 traceable, 815

Test Your Spelling 819-320 8%23-
324

1hat there, 216 238

thaumaturgy 104 106

the, 178

theater 151

theatncal, 191

therr 323

them, 150

them (ad)) 216 244

them those, 244

themselves—theirselves, 244

thence, 182

thexplan, 107

Thespis, 100

thing 178

Third Grammatical Sin 226-228

thiy—this here, 245 258

Thoreat, Heury 9

though 177

th  pronundation of 178-17D
182

Three Things to Aveld (in pro-
nunciation) 136-154

Threo Kinds of Grammar 215217

through, 177

thumb 177

thyme, 179 205

tingle, 188, 150

f it medial and final postion, 152~

153
tiny 152, 153
1o, 150

tracing 816
traditional grammaer 250 260
trafficker 318
travadl, 187

travel 312

traveling 820
traverse, 108

truly 323

try and, 239

tube, 147 148
Tuesday 148

tumor 148

tune, 146 147 148
-ture, words ending 10, 88
turgid, 175

turnstile, 172
tarpentine 181
twang, 188, 180
 when to double, 213
tycoon, 105 108
typewniter 153

U
ukulele 7 528
ultimatum, 78, 80 168, 160
uneducated extreme in pronuncla
tlon, 154
uninterested—disintereated 250 £51
250

oral, 254 257
unusual, synonyma of 63
u prommostion of 146-148

USO 267-260
usarp 176 205



vagary 205
valket, 178, 182
vanilla, 197
varet 111
vase 144
vaselne, 176
vast 167
vegetative 185
wehement, 184
vehuele 184
venson, 176
verbatim 160
vermicide, 54
versatile, 172
vex 57
Wicanons, 99 97
wicanously 905
victuals, 177 205
willun, 323
vmndictive, 83 05 07
vindictiveness, 94
vineyard, 103
wiolation, $18
violence 317
violent 317
viokt, 111
virago, 84 05 97 108
varile, 172
wrtually 32, 84
virulent, 75 80 181
viras, 101
wisad, 175
Viscount, 179 181
viscous, 175
vise 176
visual memory $09-310 811
witamun, 205
Tira coce 178
vocabulary
from books, 3541
of chitdren, 25
Lmprovement, 15-120

Index 345

tests 5-6 24
Vocabulary Fresheners 99-120
vocalization, 205 £96-301 3803,
804
vowels length of 191-102
vulgarisms 15%
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‘Wagoner Lovisz C. 25

Waking Up to Words 15-24

wanderlust, 178

wangle, 189

wants 1n, 238

warm, 177

warren 103

was, 150 152, 217

was—ere, 243

we—us, 245

weigh 314 815

werd 815 320

weltschmerz 178

wet, 162

whet 111

Whittier  John Greenleaf 158-
159

who, 7
who—rwhom, 218, 217 240 246 247
259

whomever 217

width, 199

wield 814 815

‘Wilde Oscar 159-160

Wilson, George P 228

window 185

wng, 187

with 196

‘Words Misused and Confused, 248
57

words per minute 275276
working 189

wrestle, 140 164

wTnger 183, 189
wnoging 188, 189
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tang, 188, 189 Tom, 153

task, 133 tomato, 167
tenacious, 191 Temorrow, 201-205
tenaaty 191 tonsihitis, 176
Terpsichore, 109 torment, 57
terpsichorean, 107 tough, 177
terrestrial 76 80 tourniquet, 111 182
Test Your Grammar 244-247 traceable, 315

Test Your Spelling 319-820 3823~
324

that there, 216, 238
thaumaturgy 103 108

the, 178

theater 181

theatrical, 191

therr 323

them 150

them {ad; ) 216 244

them those, 244
themselves—theirselves, 244
thence, 182

thespuan, 107

Thespis, 109

thing 178

Third Grammatical Sin 220-228
this—this here 245 258

th  pronunciaton of 178~179
182

Three Things to Aveld (1 pro-
nunciation) 186-154

Three Kinds of Grammar 215-217

through, 177

thumb 177

thyme, 179 205

ungle, 188, 180

+ 10 medial and final poutlon, 152~
153

tiny 152 158

to. 180

tracing 316
traditional grammar 239 260
trafficker 818
travail, 107

travel, 812
travelng 320
traverse, 198

truly 823

try and 239

tube, 147 148
‘Tuesday 148
tumor 148

tune, 1468 147 148

turpentine 181
twang 188, 180
¢ when to double, 813
tycoon, 105 108
typewnter 143
U
ukulele, 7 323
ultimatom 78 80 168 189
upeducatsd extreme in pronuncie

tion, 154
unnterested—disinterested 250 251

26
‘wnmoral—immoral, 34 257
unusual, synonyms of 63
u pronuncation of 146-148
upeet, 111
US0 267-260
usurp 176 205



vagary 205 N
valet, 178, 182

vegetative, 185
vehement, 184
vehiele 184
venison, 178
verbatim, 169
vermiaide, 54
versatile, 172

vindictive, 93 95 97
vindictiveness, 94
Vineyard 198
violation, 318
violence 817
violent 817
violet, 111
viago 03 95 97 106
vinile, 172
virtually 82, 34
virulent, 75 80 191
virus, 101
visad 175
Viscount, 179 181
Viscous, 175
Vise, 176
viaual memory 30p-810 811
Vitamun, 205
oira voce 178
vocabrlary
from booky $5-41
of children 23
improvement, 15-129
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vocalization, 205 208-301 303
304

vowels length of 151-152
volgarisms 151
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‘Wagoner Lovisa C., 25
Weking Up to Words 15-24
wanderlust, 178

wangle, 189

wants in, 238

warm 177

warren, 103

was, 150 152 217

was—were, 243

we—aus, 245

weigh 814 815

weird 315 820

weltschmerz 178

wet, 152

whet, 111

‘Whittier John Greenleal 3158-
139

whe, 7

who—whom, 213 217 240 246 247
259

whomever 217

width 199

wield 514 315

Wilde Oscar 150160

Wilson George P,, 226

wandow 163

wing 187

with 106

‘Words Misnsed and Confosed 248-
257

words per minute 275-2°C

worlang, 180

wrestle 140 194

wnnger 184, 180

wnnging 188, 189
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writer 153 Your Eyes and How to Use Them
Wyld H.C., 260 288295
youth 182

Y youths, 182
yet, 111 you was, 238, 244 258
yield 315 you wasn t, 213 258
yelept, 186 you were, 244
you, 152 ~y3¢ 1n spellng, 818
young 188
younger 188, 189 Z
youngest, 188 realot, 16 23
Young Owen D 33 zoologieal 180
your 152 zoology 196, 205

youre, 823 zwieback, 205






